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We are an open and affirming, progressive Christian church,              

seeking to live Jesus’ vision of community and mission.

Lent 2022:  Back to the Basics
Lent  is  the  time  in  the  desert.  Lent  is  the  season  of  invitation  to  let  go  of 
something. But when it feels like everything has been taken away, what more is 
there  to  let  go  of?  Our  Lenten  sermon series  this  spring  is  an  invitation  to 
vulnerability. Moving into what it means to release ourselves to the Divine. Come 
and consider what myths we have told ourselves during this time of isolation and 
pandemic, and how God may be inviting you to release those. 
Dr. Bayo Akomolafe, rooted with Yoruba people: “The times are urgent, let us slow 
down. Slowing down is losing our way - not a human capacity or human capability. It is the 
invitations that are now in the world at large. Inviting us to listen deeply, to be keen, to be 
fresh, to be quick with our heels, to follow the sights and sounds and smells of the world.”

In-person Sunday Worship to resume
 Sunday, March 6 at 10 a.m. (adult ed at 9 a.m.) 

WELCOME BACK! 
As we welcome you back to in-person worship on March 6 please remember:

• KN95 masks are required and will be provided if you don’t have one.
• Send proof of vaccination to the church office if you have not already done 

so, or bring it with you.
• Seating in the sanctuary will still be socially distanced - look for the seating 

arrows on the pews to guide where you choose to sit.
• There is not a formal social time or any food or beverage. 
• We  hope  to  continue  providing  Sunday  ser vices  via  YouTube; 

congregational help recording the worship hour will aid in this endeavor.
NEW! 

• Reservations  are  NO  LONGER NEEDED  for  worship  and  adult 
education classes.

• Youth  who  are  vaccinated  are  welcome in  the  sanctuary  with  proof  of 
vaccination.

• There is an occupancy limit of 35 in the Wheeler Room for adult education 
classes (first come, first seated).

• We request that you not gather at the lobby doors to the outside breezeway 
after the service but welcome you to “mingle” socially distanced throughout 
the church building or outside. We ask that you leave by 11:30 a.m. when 
church youth groups start.

• We will take an offering during the service.
• Vaccine boosters are strongly recommended but not required.

Contact the church office if you have any questions. See you soon!
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From the board…
During the February church board meeting, the board:

• Approved  a  long-awaited  sabbatical  for  Pastor  Jonathan.  This  was  originally 
scheduled for the summer of 2020, but we all know why that was delayed. The 
pandemic has not only caused a huge workload for our senior pastor but also 
not allowed a sabbatical to be taken. This summer that seems possible and with 
the church’s blessings Johnathan will be traveling and visiting other countries 
from June  13  through  September  12.  He  will  have  much  to  share  when  he 
returns.

• Emily Farthing has been a long-time member of our church. She is currently a 
student  at  Union Theological  Seminary  in  New York after  her  work serving 
people in Brazil. She is now requesting a discernment relationship with FCC as 
she  pursues  ordination  as  a  minister.  The  board  enthusiastically  approved 
Emily’s request.

• Val  Close,  Chairperson  of  FCC’s  Social  Justice  and  Witness  Committee, 
presented a request to have FCC become a Creation Justice Church, which is a 
commitment  to  conserve  our  planet’s  resources  and  advocate  for  addressing 
problems caused by climate change. The board approved the request. FCC will 
apply to the United Church of Christ to be recognized as a Creation Justice 
Church.

• The Social  Justice and Witness  Committee also asked the board to approve 
work on gathering signatures and support for two gun control measures that 
would come before Oregon voters in the next election. The board approved this 
request.

• Your church board is still searching for a member of the congregation to be the 
secretary/clerk. The job entails taking notes at board meetings once a month so 
there is a record of board actions and decisions. We have a great board and 
would  welcome someone  stepping  forward  in  service  to  our  church.  Please 
contact  Steve  Carmichael  at  moderator@fcceugene.org  for  more information 
and exploration.

Treasurer’s Report 
This is the beginning of a new and exciting year for our church! Here are the January 
numbers, which reflect what has been received and paid out so far. For a more in-
depth look at the FCC 2022 budget,  please refer to the recorded YouTube annual 
Finance Meeting where the budget was reviewed and approved by the congregation: 
https://youtu.be/c8trRhVZIbA. Let’s keep our commitment to uplift FCC with our 
continued financial support. Each one of us counts!
Blessings to you,
Susie Leo, FCC Board Treasurer
Summary of January 31, 2022 Financials 

In an effort to be transparent with church funds, we report the financials monthly in the Shalom.

Reflection on Ashes 

Hear these words of Octavia 
Butler: 

All that you touch 
You Change 
All that you change 
Changes You 
The only lasting truth 
Is Change 
God is Change 

It has been two years since our 
lives changed. Octavia Butler said, 
“God is change”, yet the change 
we’ve experienced doesn’t always 
seem godly. We come into this 
building that is less full than it was 
two years ago and run our fingers 
across the surfaces. Particles of 
dust meet our fingertips, and we 
are reminded, ever so slightly, that 
something has been happening in 
our absence. There has been 
movement in our absence. There 
has been organization and, 
perhaps, life, in our absence. In 
the silencing of our human 
sounds and the stilling our human 
motions, has the dust found a way 
to praise God? 

If the rocks can cry out and the 
seas can roar - if floods can clap 
their hands and the hills can sing 
together with joy - surely this dust 
has something to tell us about 
God’s creation at work. Surely, the 
d u s t c a n b e p ro o f o f t h e 
transformational possibilities at 
hand. If we, too, are dust, there is 
transformational possibilities 
within us all. In this moment of 
imposition, let us not only make 
acquaintance with our mortality; 
let us, like dust, come alive and 
awaken to the ever-constant 
change that shapes us. 

From ucc.org and Worship Ways. 
(Funded by OCWM). Written by 
Rev. Mia M. McClain, the Associate 
Minister at Myers Park Baptist 
Church in Charlotte, NC and a 
m e m b e r o f t h e S o u t h e r n 
Conference UCC. 

Monthly Year-to-date

Total Income $75,892 $75,892

Total Expenses $49,992 $49,992

Annual Budgeted Income $64,500 $64,500

http://ucc.org/
mailto:moderator@fcceugene.org
https://youtu.be/c8trRhVZIbA
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A note from                
Pastor Jonathan 

Dear family in Faith, 

Presently, Lisa and I are in 
Providence, Rhode Island, 
staying with our daughter, 
Laura. We arrived the last week 
of February to await the arrival 
of our first grandchild. Our son, 
James, and his wife, Kara, are 
grateful for our presence and 
support as they navigated the 
final week of preparation for the 
arrival of Lily Nora… and as we 
CELEBRATE! We welcomed Lily 
Nora Morgan today, March 1, 
2022. 

I am deeply grateful for this 
time away to garner the rest 
and rejuvenation I need after a 
very challenging year (or two) 
and to be able to reconnect 
with our dear family on the east 
coast. Special thanks to Pastor 
Jessica and the rest of our 
marvelous staff for continuing 
to serve the many ministry 
programs of FCC and offering 
m e a n i n g f u l a n d c re a t i v e 
services of worship both online 
and very soon in person!  

Please keep our staff and my 
family in your thoughts and 
prayers. I will be returning on 
March 14. Stay tuned for photos 
of little Lily! 

Jonathan

Marking with Ashes
Wednesday, March 2 at 5:15 p.m. 

in the garden near the Cross
All are invited to join Pastor Jessica on the garden lawn at the northwest corner of 
the church (23rd and Harris) to receive ashes on their foreheads or hands.
Remember that you are God’s beloved dust, and to God’s beloved dust you shall 
return.

Continuing the Sunday Sermon 
Conversation about Racism

Wednesday, March 2 at 7 p.m. 
This  Wednesday  evening  from  7  -  8:15  p.m.,  you  are  invited  to  continue  the 
conversation about Sunday’s sermon on racism. As we strive to eliminate the blight 
of racism from our hearts, our communities, and our social and civic institutions, 
this is an opportunity to dig deeper together and to share our reflections, opinions 
and insights with each other.
All are invited for a lively and important conversation hosted by Martin Jones and 
Kimberley Parzuchowski. For the Zoom link, please call or email the church office, 
or look for it on the daily all church email.

2022 Lenten Organ Recital Series
Jointly sponsored by the Eugene Chapter of the American Guild of Organists and 
Resurrection  Episcopal  Church,  a  series  of  six  organ  recitals  will  be  presented 
Saturdays, 4 - 4:45 p.m. on March 5, 12, 19, 26, April 2, and April 9, at Episcopal 
Church of the Resurrection, 3923 Hilyard Street in Eugene. These 45-minute organ 
recitals are free and open to the public. The beautiful organ at Resurrection is by 
Eugene builder, John Brombaugh. 
Featured organists for these recitals are:
March 5 Barbara Baird

Organist, First Congregational Church
March 12 Mike Reiter

University of Oregon Keyboard Tehnician
March 19 Zachary Duell

Director of Music, Good Samaritan, Episcopal, Corvallis
March 26 Brad Schultz

Director of Music, First United Methodist Church, Eugene
April 2 Duane Soubirous 

UO Masters Student
April 9 UO organ students
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All Church Plastic and Styrofoam 
Recycling Event ~ Saturday, April 23rd 

The Green Team at  FCC is  planning  a  plastic  and  Styrofoam recycling  event  on 
Saturday, April 23rd at the church. We will be accepting plastic jugs, tubs, and lids 
numbered 2, 4, and 5 (plus some 1’s). We will also be collecting block Styrofoam.  
Please note below the instructions for preparing and sorting 
your plastics. 
1.  All  items  must  be  squeaky  clean  with  adhesive  labels  removed.  Labels  printed 
directly on the container are OK. All items must have the recycle code # on it. If you 
cannot find a recycle code # that means the item is not recyclable. 
2. Sort items into these five categories: 
#1  plastics  of  jars  or  bottles  with  screw  top  lids  (no  deli 
containers or items without screw top lids accepted)
#2 bottles and jugs  
#2 tubs and lids  
#4 lids, tubs, bottles, and jugs  
#5 lids, tubs, bottles, and jugs 
Please be sure to sort materials prior to dropping them of at 
church. It is  important to prepare and sort them correctly as all  materials will  be 
screened, before acceptance, by the Lane County waste management staff we will be 
taking the sorted materials to. 
3. Paper and plastic labels may require soaking. The best method is to apply a coating 
of old cooking oil to the label and let it sit overnight. By morning it is easy to remove 
by wiping away the oil and remaining adhesive. 
4. Helpful tip: When you find the number on the container circle it with a Sharpie 
and write the number on the container. 
5. Several product bottles that have typically been #2 or #5 are now showing up with a 
#1;  many  #1  materials  are  not  recyclable  in  this  collection.  #2  and  #5  tubs  are 
virtually indistinguishable and packaging materials change without warning. 
6. If it does not have a visible code number or if it has two codes it is not recyclable. 
7. #2 tubs must be separated from #2 bottles. Bottles have a seam line ACROSS the 
bottom. Tubs generally have a dimple and/or circular “line” AROUND the bottom. 
8. For this event we are accepting only clean block Styrofoam which will be taken to 
St. Vincent de Paul’s for recycling. 
If you have any questions please contact either Gwen Gwilym or Mary Mowday at 
justiceandwitness@fcceugene.org. 
Thank you for Recycling!

Check out this YouTube link for a video on preparing your recycling:
https://youtu.be/uck-1XoahcU

FCC Begins 
Collecting for 
CAHOOTS Again 

FCC has been a long-t ime 
supporter of CAHOOTS (Crisis 
Assistance Helping Out on the 
Streets), Eugene/Springfield’s 
local mobile crisis team that is 
trained to work with people on 
the street. Many of CAHOOT’S 
cal ls involve homelessness, 
mental health, and alcohol and 
drug addiction.  

Sincere thanks to our youth group 
who initiated this collection 
project several years ago. The 
Social Just ice and Witness 
Committee last month voted to 
reconvene collection efforts, as 
the need for winter accessories 
and snack items is great.  

D o n a t e d i t e m s t h a t h e l p 
immeasurably in calming and 
comforting CAHOOTS’s clients 
include soft granola or cereal 
bars, dehydrated instant soups, 
small, easy-open cans of tuna and 
chicken, pre-packed cheese/
peanut butter crackers, fruit cups 
and applesauce. Soft food items 
are more suitable, because many 
people on the street do not have 
teeth or have damaged teeth. 

Dur ing the winter months , 
CAHOOTS also appreciates hand 
warmers, socks, hats, and gloves. 

Two large CAHOOTS 
collection barrels 
will be available, 
b e g i n n i n g 
Sunday, March 6 
and continuing 
thereafter, in the 
upstairs lobby and near the 
downstairs entrance. CAHOOTS, 
which works closely with the 
Eugene Police, operates under 
the auspices of White Bird Clinic. 
For more information: 
h t t p s : / / w h i t e b i rd c l i n i c . o rg /
cahoots 

mailto:justiceandwitness@fcceugene.org%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://youtu.be/uck-1XoahcU
https://whitebirdclinic.org/cahoots
https://whitebirdclinic.org/cahoots
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How to Access 
YouTube Worship 
Services 
Accessing the current Sunday 
worship service is always easy by 
just clicking the link in the daily 
emails that week. However, if you 
want to view a past worship 
service you missed (and you 
haven’t saved every daily email for 
the last 2 years!), then you will 
want to subscribe to the two 
c h u r c h Yo u Tu b e c h a n n e l s 
(subscribing is free). 

After you click the link to open a 
February or current worship 
service, just click SUBSCRIBE and 
you can view current services  
beginning February 1, 2022. The 
channel you have subscribed to is 
named “First Congregational 
Church.” 

The worship services from March 
2020 until January 31, 2022, are 
on a different YouTube channel, 
named “Jon Morgan.”  If you enter 
that name in the YouTube search 
box, you’ll see many FCC worship 
services. Just open one and then 
click SUBSCRIBE - and then you 
have access to all services prior to 
Feb 1, 2022.

After you have subscribed to 
YouTube channels, when you 
open YouTube you can just click 
“Subscriptions” and then choose 
by clicking on which of the two 
channels you want to view.

Social Justice and Witness Updates 
Lots is happening with FCC and Social Justice this month and you will find separate 
articles in the Shalom about how you can be involved. In addition, the church board 

approved two significant  endeavors  at  its  last  meeting 
and you will be seeing more activity in these areas.
Climate Action Plan
First,  the  board  approved  FCC’s  first-ever  Climate 
Action Plan! This plan has four major “goals”.  You can 
view the complete plan on our FCC website under Green 
Team. If you are interested in getting involved, contact 
Val or Gwen at justiceandwitness@fcceugene.org.

• FCC  will  conserve  resources  and  use  only  environmentally  friendly 
materials.  “Green  principles”  will  guide  our  use  of  equipment  and 
consumable supplies and resources.

• FCC congregation will be well informed and educated about all the ways 
individuals can make changes in their own lives to reduce, reuse, recycle, 
refuse, return, rent, repair, and rethink to limit resource use.

• FCC will be a strong advocate for addressing climate change. We will use 
our voices to advocate on a local  level,  state level  and national  level  for 
policies that slow global warming and reduce pollution. 

• First Congregational Church endowment will be invested in companies that 
are  environmentally  responsible  and  will  not  be  invested  in  fossil  fuel 
industry or in other climate-damaging enterprises.

• First Congregational Church will apply for designation as a Creation Justice 
Church in the United Church of Christ.

Lift Every Voice Oregon (LEVO) 
Lift Every Voice Oregon is a coalition of faith-based groups that have organized to 
reduce gun violence in Oregon. https://www.lifteveryvoiceoregon.com/. They have 
filed  two  state-wide  initiative  petitions  for 
Oregon’s  November  2022  ballot  to  reduce  gun 
violence in Oregon. Many signatures are needed by 
July 1 to place the two measures on the ballot.
The  first  initiative  petition,  IP17,  seeks  to  ban 
large capacity magazines and enhance gun safety 
training  requirements  and  the  second  initiative 
petition,  IP18,  seeks  to  ban  the  sale  of  assault 
weapons in Oregon. 
The FCC church board voted to endorse the campaign to reduce gun violence. Gun 
violence can affect anyone, but particularly impacts low income communities in our 
state and around the country. There have been 18 mass shootings in Oregon in the 
past 7 years. There was a mass shooting at the WOW Hall this year in Eugene. In 
the first six weeks of 2022 in Oregon, 30 people were shot with a gun. 
How  can  you  get  involved?  Volunteer  to  help  with  LEVO’s  efforts  to  collect 
s i gnatures  to  p l ace  these  mea sures  on  the  ba l lo t  by  emai l ing 
justiceandwitness@fcceugene.org. Look for church members with signature sheets 
starting this spring. Get some brief training and feel empowered to talk to your 
friends and neighbors about gun violence. And to ask them to sign the petition!  

mailto:justiceandwitness@fcceugene.org
https://www.lifteveryvoiceoregon.com/
mailto:justiceandwitness@fcceugene.org
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The Cross and the Lynching Tree
A six-week Adult Lenten Class facilitated by Don Gall 

Meeting on Sundays in the Wheeler Room from 9 - 10 a.m. 
March 6 through April 10 

The cross and the lynching tree are separated by nearly 2000 years. One is the 
universal symbol of Christian faith; the other is the quintessential symbol of black 
oppression in America. The late James H. Cone, in his book by the same title, 
insists there is a symbolic connection between the two. “Until  we can see the 
cross  and  the  lynching  tree  together;  until  we  can  identify  Christ  with  a  ‘re-
crucified’  black  body  hanging  from a  lynching  tree,  there  can  be  no  genuine 
understanding  of  Christian  identity  in  America,  and  no  deliverance  from the 
brutal legacy of slavery and white supremacy.”
This class will explore that symbolic connection by examining some similarities 
between the seven last words of Jesus on the cross and the final words spoken by 
seven, unarmed black men killed by police.

Our Support of  Tasajera Scholarship Students
The FCC Tasajera Committee thank you for continuing to support 

the scholarship students on the island of Tasajera, El Salvador; 
what a wonderful success this mission has been and continues to 
be. In a recent conversation with Leslie Schuld, Executive 
Director of CIS (Center for Exchange and Solidarity, our partner 
organization in El Salvador), she shares that with our support, 

dreams  have  become a  reality;  families  and  the  community 
have been transformed. Leslie also mentioned in her email (see 

below)  that the continued support of all  of you, our church congregants,  have 
made a difference.  
Dear Friends at FCC and the Global Mission Committee,
Thank you and congratulations for your support for youth and families on the island to get 
out of poverty through education and leadership development. As you know, prior to this 
program, it was only a dream to go to the mainland to go to high school, much less university.  
Now we have the first teacher and lawyer from the island, and many youth on their way to 
becoming professionals who care about their community and their country. Solidarity from 
the people of the U.S. is so important, especially after our government spent billions of our tax 
dollars to finance a war for 13 years. If that money were invested in programs like these, we 
would not have poverty or migration from the island.  You are offering an alternative to 
migration  and  joining  the  gangs  -  often  the  only  options  for  the  impoverished  youth  to 
survive.
God Bless and Happy New Year!!!  Thank you for making a difference.
Leslie Schuld, CIS
Leslie also mentioned that the CIS model is a three legged stool - without one of 
the legs  (partners)  it  doesn’t  work.  1)  the Tasajera  community  has  to agree to 
organize and do their part; 2) CIS does training, makes connections, develops and 
administers the programs; 3) FCC builds a solidarity relationship and raises funds. 
It is a wonderful mission where we all learn and grow together to build a better 
world.
Tasajera Committee: Brent Arnold, Chair; Beth Pfeiffer; Paula Stout; Joanie Flaherty

FCC Book Group 
Our book group continues to meet 
on Zoom, every other Monday in 
March at 10 a.m. to discuss Richard 
Rohr’s The Universal Christ. We are 
sharing our thoughts regarding the 
first four chapters on March 7. 

In this book, Rohr invites us to 
dismiss a Christianity that limits the 
d i v i n e i n c a r n at i o n t o J e s u s 
alone.  For Rohr the incarnation of 
God is not limited to Jesus but 
encompasses all creation.  

Rohr asks us to take our “Christian 
head off, shake it wildly, and put it 
back on!” so we can see how all 
people and all things are part of a 
living God. His mystic view of a God 
that binds and infuses all creation is 
the answer to the narrow tribalism  
which divides us today into hostile 
and competing factions based on 
race, religion, ethnicity, gender 
identity, sexual orientation, and 
political affiliation. 

We will meet every other Monday 
until the book is finished. We look 
forward to the conversation; all are 
welcome! 
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Green Line    
written by Brenda Kame’enui 

What about our online shopping? The 
toothbrush, hair dryer, or running shoes 
we order on two-day delivery? If UPS 
careens down your street three times a 
day, the carbon is significant. 
We often order one item in a hurry. If we 
drive to the store to buy a single item, 
our carbon footprint is slightly greater 
than online delivery. However, at the 
store we usually buy several things, 
which turns the burden back on 
delivery. Keep in mind, some small 
businesses cannot compete with online 
shopping and shut their doors. 
Our fancy with speed almost triples the 
footprint of online delivery. The supplier 
doesn’t have the option to bundle 
orders and sends out vans that are less 
full and drive longer distances to satisfy 
our orders. Overnight or 2-day delivery 
is usually by plane, which plants the 
biggest carbon footprint. Do I really 
need the toothbrush or Halloween mask 
overnight? 
A large percentage of home deliveries 
fail the first time (delivery truck must 
return with your parcel or you must 
drive 10 miles to a warehouse to pick it 
up). And, one-fifth of products are 
customarily returned, which doubles the 
carbon footprint.  Many returned items 
are thrown away.  
And then there’s all that packaging that 
ordering online creates…  

Consider these options:
Order specialty items that you can’t get 
at home but shop at local stores for 
everything from Oregon-made face 
creams to eco-sourced toilet paper. 
Charmin, Bounty, and Costco’s own 
Kirkland toilet paper are all made with 
100% virgin forest fiber, sourced in part 
from the climate-critical Canadian 
boreal forest. 

Walk to the store. Short auto trips 
traveling 10-20 mph with lots of idling 
emit 1.2-2 pounds of CO2 per mile 
traveled. Bundle up and  bundle 
errands.

Kids Community Begins! 
After much waiting, our Kids Community is set to begin Sunday, March 13! 
Children kindergarten through 5th grade are invited to join us in the newly 
created Kids Community space during worship. Kids Community will begin 
with focus on the spiritual practices of relationship building, creativity, and 
joyful  play.  Each  week  children  will  have  many  choices  of  activities  and 
opportunities  to  explore  and engage in  a  kid directed manner.  Parents  are 
always welcome to join us. Want to play, create, and explore with our children 
once per month? Please contact Gretchen Jewett at gretchenj@fcceugene.org.
Focuses for March:

March 13: Welcome and Building Our Spiritual Community

March 20: Building Our Spiritual Community

March 27: So, Who or What is God?

FCC Re-Opens for In-Person 
Sunday Mornings on March 6!

Worshipping with Kids
On the first Sunday of each month, we look forward to worshipping together 
as  an  intergenerational  community.  There  will  be  no  Kids  Community  or 
Youth Groups offered and we encourage children, youth, and families to join 
us for worship. 
If you are an adult in worship on the first Sunday of the month, we invite you 
to make our children and families feel welcome. Share a behind the mask smile 
with a child, pass the peace with them, pick up dropped crayons, sing hymns 
joyfully and loudly, and let your love of God and our community be present 
through your worship.  Our children are our church,  and they will  learn to 
worship from us and with us. What a joy and privilege to play a part in this 
spiritual rite of passage!

Kids Community Open House After Worship ~ March 6
After  worship  on March 6th,  we are  having  an Open House  in  the  newly 
refurbished Kids Community rooms. We hope you will stop by and check it all 
out! We may even have a fun art activity for kids and families to do! Many, 
many thanks to our Director of Facilities, Frank Spangler, for opening the two 
rooms  and  creating  one  large  space;  to  Trish  Thomas  of  the  Facilities 
Committee  for  helping  to  select  the  bright,  fun  wall  colors;  and to  Roger 
Hetzke, for beautifully painting the rooms and really giving them a fun new 
feeling. We can’t wait for the Kids Community adventure to begin!

Intergenerational Walk at Dorris Ranch ~ March 6
All are invited to gather for an afternoon walk at Dorris Ranch on Sunday. We 
will gather near the event barn just off of the west parking lot at 3 p.m and 
walk through the filbert orchards toward the river. Come and join us as we 
enjoy God’s beautiful creation and are in community together!

mailto:gretchenj@fcceugene.org
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Organ Recital ~ 
Barbara Baird at FCC 
In celebration of her 40th year of 
service at First Congregational 
Church, Eugene, Barbara Baird will 
present an organ recital at 3 p.m.  on 
Sunday, April 3, 2022. Barbara has 
also been a member of the University 
of Oregon music faculty since 1988, 
teaching organ, harpsichord, and 
piano. An active recitalist since 1971, 
Baird has performed throughout the 
United States as well as Argentina, 
Brazil, Europe, and Australia. Barbara 
first came to Eugene in 1981 and 
began serving as the organist of First 
Congregational Church, Eugene on 
April 1, 1982. A critically acclaimed 
organist, Barbara Baird will play a 
v a r i e d p r o g r a m o f m u s i c b y 
B u x t e h u d e , B a c h , B r a h m s , 
Mendelssohn, Barber and Dupré, 
which exploits the full tonal range of 
the Moeller pipe organ. Her April 3 
recital is free and open to the public. 
Please come and invite your friends! 

Women’s Fellowship 
The Women's Fellowship will meet on 
Sunday, March 13 at 7 p.m. in person 
in the Wheeler Room at FCC. Our 
presenters will be members of the 
"Rosies."   

The Rosies are a group of original 
Rosie the Riveters as well as some of 
the daughters of Rosies.  

 Music Ministries 
Dear all,
Creating virtual services is a lot of work for everyone involved, so the last two 
months have required a great deal more from all of us; and everyone has risen to 
the occasion. The effort has been well worth it, we are truly privileged to serve 
our community and we deeply appreciate your gratitude and support.
The good news is  that,  as  hoped for,  Covid-19 cases  have steadily  decreased, 
allowing  us  to  hold  our  first  in-person  choir  rehearsal  since  the  beginning  of 
January on February 23rd! And, the bell choir has been able to return to their in-
person rehearsals as well. We are all excited to be making preparations for our first 
in-person service  on March 6.  The ukulele  sessions  with the middle  and high 
school youth will resume that day as well at 11:15 a.m. in the upstairs youth room.
We couldn’t have made it through this time without the love of our community, 
and for that we are so grateful.
Jared Fischer
Director of Music Ministries

Listen, Appreciate, Celebrate!
Sunday, April 3 at 3 p.m. 

Can it be possible? Barbara Baird has been offering her extraordinary talents as 
organist and pianist to FCC for 40 years! On Sunday, April 3rd at 3 p.m., Barb is 
gifting us with a concert of wonderful music in the sanctuary. Afterwards, we will 
appreciate and celebrate her for giving us so many years of beautiful, inspirational 
music. 
You will not want to miss this very special occasion! We invite you to send cards, 
notes,  and financial  gifts  to  the  FCC office  in  honor  of  Barb’s  many years  of 
service (please note on your check or online gift “for Barb Baird”)  and we will 
present her with your gifts at the celebration event.  Let’s show Barb just how 
much her music genius has meant to us for so long! 
Stay  tuned  to  FCC  emails  for  more  details  and  to  sign  up  for  volunteer 
opportunities for this exciting occasion.

’Ohana Update and 
Cupid Cup 2022 

What a joy it has been to connect with one 
another this year, as we lean into our emphasis 
on  environmental  justice  and  continue 
dreaming about the way forward for our youth 
ministries and our congregation! At the heart 

of it all is LOVE. We know that God calls us to love fiercely, to love our Creator 
with all of our hearts, souls and minds... and to love our neighbor as ourselves. On 
Valentine’s  Day Weekend,  we were able  to highlight  love and joy through the 
connections we share with  one  another.  Middle  school  and  high  school  youth

 continued on next page…
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… continued from prior page
gathered  outside  to  compete  for  the  coveted  “Love  Gnome”  trophy, 
participating  in  games  and  activities  structured  around  the  theme  of 
loving one another. We had a fabulous turnout with nearly 30 FCC youth 
participating  in  the  festivities.  Thank  you  for  supporting  youth 
participation with rides and encouragement... and all of the gifts you bring 
to this space! 
In most recent weeks, we are finally back in our “home” in the upstairs 
youth room and it  feels  so good!  We have opened up dialogue around 
where we hear God’s Spirit calling us in these times. We are reminded that 
we are always held in God’s love and embrace, that we were created to be 
love in the world and that we can always rest in this knowledge of our 
belovedness. As we plan for upcoming trips, camps, service opportunities 

and activities, we do so with this knowledge resting firmly in our hearts and on our minds... and with an eagerness to 
share the good news with those around us. We are now able to focus on plans for our upcoming recycling project on 
Saturday,  April  23rd  and our  Creation Justice  Worship  on Sunday,  April  24th.  In  addition,  plans  are  underway for 
Parenting and Adolescent Forums on Saturday, April 30th and Sunday, May 1st, respectively. Topics we hope to include 
are “Hope and Resilience in Overwhelming Times”,  “Internal  and External  Assets of a Healthy Adolescence”,  and 
“Problem  Solving,  Decision  Making,  and  Learning  to  Chart  One’s  Own  Path”  (stay  tuned  for  more  upcoming 
information on these important community events). We are also in the pre-planning stages for our Sierra Service Project 
trip to Smith River, California, July 24-29. We have 5 spots remaining for middle school and high school youth on this 
trip, so please contact Mark soon if you or your young adult are interested in learning more. It is going to be a fantastic 
and transformational week together and we hope you can join us! Check out sierraserviceproject.org to learn more. 
We know that some of our traditional activities will look different this 
year. In addition, there will be things that we need to let go in order to 
make room for the new things that God is doing. We think this is an 
exciting time filled with opportunity - a time that invites our creative 
outreach to those on the periphery of our community especially. A big 
part of the successes we experience together are simply due to our 
youth “showing up”. We are so blessed at FCC to have young adults 
that continue to do just that, staying with us throughout the last two 
years of Zooms and outdoor meetings, and clearly demonstrating how 
important these connections are for all of us! ’Ohana Youth Ministries 
would not exist without your support through your time, talent and 
resources.  Please  know that  our  gratitude  for  your  generosity  runs 
deeply; our thanks and appreciation go out to each one of you. In this time of shift and change, the ministries we offer 
are vital to the health and spiritual well-being of all of us in our church family. Praise God from whom all blessings flow!

A couple  of  final  notes:  two  of  our  ’Ohana  young  adults  are 
currently serving on FCC’s Green Team. All youth are welcome 
to  join  this  team  as  we  envision  new ways  to  minimize  our 
carbon footprint at FCC and seek to become a Creation Justice 
Church. Our next meeting is Wednesday, March 16 on Zoom, from 
4:30 - 5:30 p.m. Won’t you come and join us? We want to hear your 
voice! Please contact Mark for the Zoom link. 
Do you know of a middle school or high school young adult that 
might  benefit  from connecting  with  ’Ohana  Youth  Ministries? 
Please reach out to our Youth Minister, Mark Lindberg. We are 
always looking to widen the circle of God’s love and there is plenty 

of room in God’s Tent! We look forward to welcoming you!
Peace be with you. Mark Lindberg, Youth Minister (markl@fcceugene.org)
“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more.”
~ Revelation 21:1 (NRSV)

http://sierraserviceproject.org/
mailto:markl@fcceugene.org
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Shalom     Shalom

About our People
Please pray for those who have medical concerns: prayers for Jerry Varner, as he has 
moved to hospice; prayers for swift healing to Eldo Schweitzer who fell last week; prayers 
for Judy Lees as she prepares for shoulder surgery on March 7.
Birthday  blessings  to  Pat  Brooks-Mangers  who turns  94  on  March  16;  and  to  Kay 
Varner who turns 97 on March 28. 

   Garden Work Party   
Saturday, March 5 ~ 9 a.m. to noon 

Hello you hardy diggers!
It’s  time to start up our monthly FCC First Saturday landscape-love parties.  We’ll  have 
plenty of tidying to do after our three month break… and the next day, Sunday, March 6, we 
get to attend in-person worship! Let’s spiff the place up!

Wear warm gear
Bring your favorite weeding and digging tools, plus something to sit or kneel on if you 
like that (I do!)
Please bring a face mask

We have missed our Saturday garden party so much. Won’t it be great to get together again?

Lectionary Text 
March 6 
Wilderness Companions 
Luke 4:1-13 

March 13 
Strong & Tender 
Luke 13:31-35 

March 20 
Open Invitation 
Isaiah 55:1-9 

March 27 
Embracing Love 
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 


