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First Congregational Church, UCC 
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Eugene, OR  97405 
Phone (541) 345-8741 
Fax (541) 345-2192 
Website: fcceugene.org 

Senior Minister 
Reverend Jonathan J. Morgan 

Associate Minister 
Reverend Jessica Shine 

Youth Minister 
Mark Lindberg 

Director of Children &  
Family Ministries 
Gretchen Jewett 

Music Ministries 
Jared Fischer, Director of Music 
Ministries 
Barbara Baird, Organist 
Vicki Brabham, Keyboardist 
Jennifer Sellers, Bell Choir Director 

Our Whole Lives Director 
Jennie Sherlock 

Director of Fellowship Ministries,  
Office Administrator 
Dana Clark 

Bookkeeper 
Kim Dorr 

Director of Facilities 
Evan Burns 

Director of Congregational Preschool 
Emma Standish 

 
We are an open and affirming, progressive Christian church,              

seeking to live Jesus’ vision of community and mission.

Pastor Jonathan’s Sabbatical 
June 12 – September 10 

“Clergy Sabbaticals seek to strengthen congregations by providing opportunities for pastors to 
step away briefly from the persistent obligations of daily parish life and to engage in a period 
of  renewal  and  reflection.  Renewal  periods  are  not  vacations,  but  times  for  intentional 
exploration  and  reflection,  for  regaining  enthusiasm  and  creativity  for  ministry,  for 
discovering what will make the pastor’s heart sing.” Lilly Foundation
The renewal plan for my Sabbatical has three distinct phases. 
·  The first consists of concentrative time for study and research throughout the 
entire  Sabbatical  period.  I  believe  FCC  and  I  will  benefit  as  I  become  an 
increasingly effective “adaptive” leader especially as we continue to cope with the 
challenge of COVID times. 
· The second will  tap my keen sense of adventure as I travel  to some of my 
favorite  national  parks  and  to  the  Canadian  Rockies  to  experience  and 
photograph their incredible grandeur. As part of this adventure, I intend to test 
the  limit  of  the  EV charging  network  with  the  Tesla  to  see  if  such  a  trip  is 
accomplished with relative ease.
· The third phase will be dedicated to broadening and deepening my scope of 
culture, ministry,  and spirituality through two very different cultures/settings – 
Sweden and surrounding European nations, and Vietnam. 
I am very much looking forward to this time away. The nine years of my ministry 
at FCC have been filled with many joys… and, especially during COVID times, 
considerable challenges. I see great benefit in taking this opportunity to step back 
from my duties as senior pastor to discern how I might re-engage the ministry of 
FCC with renewed energy and a clearer sense of vision. I am deeply grateful to 
the leadership team, the church staff, and all of you for this time away and look 
forward to sharing what I learn and what I experience with you when I get back.
Jonathan
2022 Sabbatical Schedule  
June 13 - 24 Study Time and visiting children and granddaughter Lily
June 25 - 31 Adventure Trip to Montana with my daughter, Laura
July 1 – 10 Adventure continues to several national parks, including Glacier, 

Waterford, Banff, Jasper, and Vancouver, B. C.  
July 11- 19 Study Time
July 19 – Aug 12 Trip to Vietnam with my eldest son, Nathan
Aug 12– 18 Study Time and local travel
Aug 19 – Sept 3 Sweden ~ European trip with Lisa
Sept 3 - 5 Boston visiting children and granddaughter
Sept 6 - 10 Home for Study
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From the board…
Congregational Meeting coming up this Sunday, June 12 at 11 a.m. immediately 
following the 10 a.m. in-person worship service.
This will be a very special annual meeting. We will be electing a Moderator of 
the Board, a Vice Moderator, and FIVE new board members. Six congregation 
members  have applied to fill  board positions  and the board has  decided to 
create  an  “alternate”  board  member  position  (non-voting,  but  participating) 
which will be offered by the board. Please plan to attend either in person in the 
sanctuary after worship service, or on-line via Zoom. The meeting will begin 
with voting for the new church board members. 
Applicants for board positions are:
Valerie Hazen, Vic Mann, Mary Otten, Georgia Quick, Joan Rawlings Boyd, 
and Jean Stover.
The board is recommending Dan Close for Moderator, and Polly Shannon for 
Vice Moderator.
While  the  votes  are  being  counted,  we  will  continue  with  the  rest  of  the 
meeting. This will be the last meeting with Pastor Jonathan for the next three 
months as he leaves for a well-deserved and anticipated Sabbatical. We will have 
a  chance  to  meet  our  Sabbatical  Pastor,  Rev.  Nancy  Allison  from  North 
Carolina, who will assume Jonathan’s duties. Her work starts with us the next 
day. Come and wish Jonathan well and welcome Nancy!
We will also be reviewing the year and discussing plans for the coming church 
year plus honoring the four Elkins-Nelson Scholarship recipients.

It’s congregation meeting time! See you soon.

 

Treasurer’s Report 
Summary of May 2022 Financials

In  an  effort  to  be  transparent  with  church  funds,  we  report  the  financials 
monthly in the Shalom.

 

Elkins-Nelson 
Scholarships Awards 
Four high school seniors, active at 
FCC Eugene, are the 2022 recipients 
of Elkins-Nelson Scholarships in the 
amount of $1,000 each. The recipients 
are Annika Lindberg, Jacob Montoya, 
Olivia Montoya and Gitanjali Oomen.  
All have been active in the life of FCC 
as Sierra Service Project participants, 
in teaching Sunday School, and as 
youth leaders in 'Ohana youth group.  
We have been so fortunate to observe 
their growth and now to support them 
with their future. 

Annika Lindberg hopes to become a 
teacher with studies at Portland State.  
Gitanjali will study writing at Loyola 
University in Baltimore, Maryland and 
then do social work. Olivia and Jacob 
(twins) will start their studies at LCC 
and then hope to complete degrees 
at OSU in wildlife management 
(Olivia) and engineering (Jacob). 

The Elkins-Nelson Scholarship Fund is 
part of the FCC Endowment funds and 
is available to graduating high school 
students pursuing further studies. 

Women’s Fellowship 

The Women’s Fellowship is on break 
for the summer and plans to restart in 
October. Have a super summer! 

All-Church Camp at 
Camp Adams: Aug. 26-28 

Save the date for our All-Church Camp 
at Camp Adams coming this August 
26-28, 2022. We will worship in the 
woods, sing around the campfire, 
swim, crawdad fish, eat our meals 
t o g e t h e r, p l a y t o g e t h e r, a n d 
strengthen our relationships with God 
and with each other. You do not want 
to miss this fun and spirit-filled 
weekend. Registration materials will 
be available soon online and on 
brochure tables around the church.

Current Month Year-to-date

Total May Giving $38,799 $326,759

Total Ministry Expenses $54,505 $288,564
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Recycling News from          
the FCC Green Team

Update on Plastic Recycling – Sanipac 

G o o d n e w s ! S a n i p a c h a s re c e n t l y 
announced that you may now put plastic 
bottles, jars, and jugs with the recycling 
codes 1 and 2 in the commingle recycling 
bins. The items must be larger than a tennis 
ball (no pill bottles) and clean but the labels 
do not have to be removed. Clamshells and 
tubs are not currently accepted. 

FCC Plastic Roundup 

After a successful plastic Roundup this past 
April, the FCC Green Team is planning 
another plastic recycling event on Saturday, 
October 8th. We will be collecting Styrofoam 
along with the following plastic items: 

     #2 bottles and jugs 

     #2 tubs and lids 

    #4 lids, tubs, bottler, and jugs 

    #5 lids, tubs, bottles, and jugs 

Please sort your items according to the 
above categories and make sure they are 
squeaky clean. In addition, for our plastic 
roundup, labels and sticky residue must be 
removed. It is OK if the label is printed on 
the plastic. 

If you have any questions, please contact 
Gwen Gwilym or Mary Mowday.

Leadership Development Brown Bag
Are you curious about what it  means to be a leader in a congregational 
church? Are you a leader in your workplace and want to strengthen your 
skills? Is leadership inherent or cultivated? Join Pastor Jessica for a summer 
deep dive into practical leadership skills for sacred community, work, and 
home. Learn with other leaders how you can grow, and help those around 
you grow too!

Bring your lunch, your curiosity, and your copy of the 
book (buy locally from Tsunami Books at 541-345-8986 
or http://www.tsunamibooks.org/).
Wednesdays 12 p.m. - 1:15 p.m. 
via Zoom beginning June 15 
One Size Doesn’t Fit All: Bringing Out 
the Best in Any Size Church by Gary 
L. McIntosh
Thursdays 12 p.m. - 1:15 p.m. at 
the church beginning June 16 

Color  Your  World  with  Natural  Church  Development  by 
Christian Schwarz

Central Pacific Conference 
Annual Gathering

Sept. 23 - 25 at Eugene FCC this year! 
We are absolutely thrilled to be hosting the CPC Annual Gathering this 
year…the first in-person Annual  Gathering in two years! The meeting will 
be held September 23 -  25,  concluding on Sunday with a special worship 
service experience. Stay tuned for updates on this exciting opportunity to 
create generous welcome for our CPC church family.

http://www.tsunamibooks.org/


Volume 26 Issue 5 Shalom June 2022

4

Kids Community 
End of the Year and  
Summer Sundays 

Our first year of Kids Community comes to a close this Sunday, June 12th. We have spent 
our time: 

·      Getting to know each other and building community
·      Exploring the question: Who or what is God? 
·      Learning about the Palm Sunday story
·      Connecting with God in nature
·      Learning about who Jesus is and what his life was like
·      Exploring the Bible as the sacred stories of our faith

This Sunday, June 12th we will start out in worship 
and then depart for our Kids Community End of 
Year Celebration. The celebration, planned with 
help  from our  4th  and  5th  graders,  will  include 
outdoor play and games such as Capture the Flag 
and Poison Dart Frog. Hope to see your kiddos 
there!
Looking Ahead 
Starting  June 19th,  Kids  Community  will  be  on 
pause for the summer. Childcare for children 0 
years old through 5th grade will  be provided on 
our playground during worship.

Fun in the Sun: 
Intergenerational 
Events 
M a r k y o u r c a l e n d a r f o r 
upcoming opportunities to 
connect with your church 
family and enjoy the beauty of 
summer in Eugene and the 
slower pace of summer living. 

June 29th at 6 p.m.:  
Bring Your Own Picnic,  
Parent & Grandparent Talk  
and Outdoor Movie 
BYO picnic and enjoy the 
company of our church family. 
At 6:30 p.m. parents and 
grandparents are invited to a 
conversation on supporting 
our children and youth during 
these challenging times with 
the Reverend Jim Berquist. 
Children, youth, and the young 
at heart are invited to stay and 
enjoy an outdoor movie! 

July 3rd (time TBD):  
Alton Baker Paddle 
Bring your kayak, canoe, or 
paddle board and meet at the 
boat launch directly across 
from the south gate of Autzen 
Stadium. We will enjoy an 
a f te rnoon on the canoe 
channel in the company of our 
church family. 

6th Grade                  
Our Whole Lives 
Summer Session 

We will be offering Our Whole 
Lives for incoming 6th Graders 
the week of August 29 through 
September 2 - just in time for 
middle school! If you would 
like your soon-to-be 6th grader 
to participate in this class, 
contac t Jenn ie Sher lock 
through the church office or 
s e n d h e r a n e m a i l a t 
jennies@fcceugene.org.

mailto:jennies@fcceugene.org


Volume 26 Issue 5 Shalom June 2022

5

4th and 5th Grade 
Bible Presentations 

During worship on June 5th we 
recognized our 4th and 5th graders 
and presented them with their 
own bibles. Recipients included: 
Marie Crawford, SaraFrances Gill, 
Becca Gomsrud, Vesna Holmgren, 
JoJo Nuckols, Rose Nuckols, 
Eleanor Papé, Sam Silver-Jewett, 
a n d S t o n e Tr a v i s . N o t i n 
attendance, but still receiving a 
bible from FCC included Kaleo 
Kame’enui Green and Natalia 
Marquez. Many thanks to our 
church family members who 
presented bibles to our children 
on behalf of the congregation: 
Margaret Hadaway, Brent Clark, 
Jennifer Sellers, Steve Carmichael, 
Beth Pfieffer, Martha Moultry, Bob 
Bury, Susan Jewett, and Jeanne 
Armstrong. 

Sunday Adult 
Education in June 

Sunday morning Adult Education 
class will spend time during the 
month of June to celebrate FCC 
members, learning more of their 
life and their spiritual stories…all 
for the purpose of knowing our 
FCC neighbors. So come, join us 
for 9 a.m. Sunday Adult Education 
hour in the Wheeler Room! 

June 5: Nancy Kim 
One of our senior story tellers, 
Nancy has a great story to share! 

June 12: Dan Close 
Our guest will be FCC board 
m e m b e r ( D a n h a s b e e n 
recommended by church board 
to be our new board moderator). 

June 19: Wayne Martin 
W a y n e i s a n e x a m p l e o f 
community helper and worker. 

June 26: Jenny Allen 
F C C ’ s t e c h n o l o g y a n d 
communications wizard! 

Thou Mayest: Empowering Young People 
with Tools to Navigate a Complex World

Wednesday, June 29 at 6:30 p.m. 
Facilitated by Rev. Jim Bergquist 

Are you a parent or grandparent (or friend/mentor/teacher to someone young)? Is it 
challenging to help the young people in your life navigate the challenges of today’s 
complex world? 

Being a pre-teen, adolescent, or young adult has never been easy - and the multitude 
of  phenomena  currently  facing  our  children  only  makes  these  years  harder. 
Depression and anxiety are on the rise, and we often feel lost in how to be of help. 
This session will explore best practices in wellness, resilience, self-reliance, decision-
making,  empathy,  creative thinking,  and more.  With storytelling,  video,  personal 
reflection, and a little John Steinbeck, there will be something for everyone. 
A note from Jim Brommers Bergquist 
For the first 45 years of my life, I managed to maintain a level of naivety concerning 
the way my mind worked, and my propensity to mental health challenges. I had 
worked  as  a  minister,  teacher,  and  chaplain,  and  yet  through  all  the  counseling 
classes and experience,  books I’d read,  and seminars I’d attended,  I  didn’t  know 
myself. I had also worked with hundreds of students and adults who struggled with 
depression, anxiety, and a slew of other issues (ADHD, eating disorders, self-harm, 
executive  function disorder,  etc.),  and had accompanied several  families  through 
the pain of suicide. Yet I am embarrassed by the minimal amount of empathy and 
understanding I brought to others, and myself. In the spring of 2014 I made a job 
change, took on a challenge, and moved my family across the country. Within a few 
weeks, I had what could be called a massive mental breakdown - one that still nags 
at me eight years later.
More than anything, my journey with depression and mental health has formed me 
into a person of understanding, compassion, and deep concern. I have also watched 
my  two  daughters,  and  their  many  many  friends  and  peers,  try  to  navigate 
adolescence. What I am convinced of is that being a teenager/young adult in 2022 is 
an overwhelming task. But the good news is that there are tips, resources, ideas, and 
supports that can help teens - as well as their parents, grandparents, and people who 
love  them  -  navigate  these  years  with  a  sense  of  self-understanding,  purpose, 
comfort, and empathy.
I’m not sure how I will use my experiences and talents to serve young adults and 
parents as mentor, teacher, and friend. This is the journey I'm on right now. That 
said, I have accumulated a great deal of material, ideas, and research over the last 
few years, and I am excited to bring some of this to you in the course ‘Thou Mayest: 
Empowering Young People with Tools  to Navigate a  Complex World.’ I was so 
inspired by our time together a couple months ago, and so am excited to pursue 
another conversation on how we might support the young people in our lives.  
*The title comes from a section in John Steinbeck’s East of Eden, and I will explain 
the importance of this phrase in our time together.
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What’s Happening with the Building and Grounds?
Your  Facilities  folks,  who  are  charged  with  keeping  the  building  and  grounds 
beautiful and well maintained, have met a bunch of challenges during the shut down 
and in recent months as we reopened. This team includes the Facilities Manager, 
volunteers  who  generously  pitch  in,  and  the  Facilities  Committee.   Everyone 
involved knows that the building and the site are more than meets the eye. Not just 
walls and roofs, plumbing and heating, pipes and lawn, but a place that supports our 
goals and values and creates a welcoming atmosphere for spiritual togetherness. 
The big projects you can see are in the Congregational Preschool and the new  Kids 
Community.  Be  sure  to  check  out  the  new doors  from the  Atrium area  to  the 
preschool. The doors, meant to secure the preschool and help define the area for the 
little ones, are beautiful and look like they were always there. Thanks to a grant 
received by the preschool that paid for the doors, new awnings were also installed on 
the  outside  of  the  building  to  provide  covered  areas  for  kids  to  play.  Kids 
Community is on the main floor, where children can gather during and after church. 
It  was  created  when  two  classrooms  were  combined  and  colorfully  painted  and 
decorated. 
Often contractors construct these projects, though Facilities staff and team fill in 
with  their  talents  when  possible.  We  are  grateful  to  McKenzie  Commercial 
Construction for efficiently installing the preschool improvements on a tight grant 
timeline and to Matt Travis, who volunteered to provide architectural design and 
drawings for the door project. Scott Cottrell, an expert in doors and hardware, also 
provided essential insight to the project. Jim Weston brings his knowledge and skill 
to  many  many  church  projects.  And  of  course,  Emma Standish,  the  preschool 
director,  who  successfully  wrote  and  won  the  grant  to  pay  for  many  significant 
improvements  to  the  preschool.  Roger  Hetzke  helped  Gretchen  paint  the  Kids 
Community. And Deven Holmgren monitors the landscape and trees in particular. 
Vic Mann has been working on safety and insurance and Betty Holtz and Joanie 
Flaherty monitor the landscape, Green Team and other projects for their effect on 
the building and grounds. Jim Brown has been a central part of the team for years 
and keeps on connecting the spirit of the church to all we do. Tim Bloch recently 
joined us and keeps the team tuned to the activities going on in the building and 
physical needs of the spaces.  
Our former building manager,  Frank,  nimbly kept all  this  going and we are now 
excited to welcome Evan Burns as our new Facilities Manager. Evan hit the ground 
running, and is learning all about our building and grounds as well as supporting staff 
and church endeavors. In addition, a cleaning business comes in daily to keep the 
preschool and other parts of the building ready and fresh.  There are many unsung 
heroes who do small and large tasks, including Jonathan, Dana and Kim, handling 
the strings that keep it all together.
Other  recent  activities:   helping  Jessica  get  settled  into  her  office;  cleaning  and 
replacing carpets; hanging art on the walls; maintaining roofs and gutters to prevent 
flooding; managing maintenance of the elevator and heating and cooling systems; 
detecting the source of an underground leak and clearing underground drain lines; 
championing the First Saturday landscape team; pruning trees, removing diseased 
trees and stumps; planning and planting replacement trees
All  church  participants  are  invited  and  welcome to  attend  Facilities  Committee 
meetings  the  second  Tuesday  of  the  month  at  5  p.m.  The  team is  looking  for 
interested people to join the group or advise on special topics. Please let Dana know 
if you find this work interesting! She’ll connect you to the team.
Trish Thomas, Chair of Facilities Committee

Bark Party at FCC 

Saturday, June 11 at 9 a.m. 

T h i s S a t u r d a y a t 9 a . m . 
( p ro b a b l y, d e p e n d i n g o n 
delivery scheduling) there will 
be an extra opportunity to 
beautify our church home: bark 
spreading! 

We will need lots of big buckets, 
shovels and wheelbarrows (for 
those who have them). Rakes for 
evening-out and smoothing. 
Folks should wear heavy duty 
gloves to avoid slivers from the 
bark. Jim Weston will help 
determine the exact location we 
want to spread the bark. It really 
shouldn’t take too long if we get 
plenty of helping hands. 

This will also benefit the church 
grounds when the garden party 
crew get together, as it will really 
work to suppress weeds. Fewer 
to pull! 

What will the weather be? Who 
knows, it changes every time we 
look. Fingers crossed and stay 
tuned. Please come! 

Immediate need ~  
yard debris removal 

FCC’s hous ing committee 
members have been sprucing 
up the garden at Station 7, 
operated by Looking Glass 
services for at-risk youth.  

They need someone with a 
pickup truck to remove the yard 
debris f rom the property, 
contact the Housing Initiative 
Committee for location.
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’Ohana End of Year 
Celebration 
What an awesome time we had with our 
MS and HS youth groups at DEFY 
Eugene and Wayback Burgers! Thanks 
to all who came out, bounced around, 
and enjoyed our fellowship time 
together. This was a popular event that 
will likely be repeated next year!  

’Ohana Youth Ministries
Senior Brunch and Graduate Recognition 
What a  beautiful  worship we shared together 
on  Graduate  Recognition  Sunday,  June  5th, 
complete with Our Whole Lives graduates and 
4th/5th  grade  bible  presentations.  Praise  God 
for the opportunity to celebrate the journey of 
discipleship that we are all on together! 
This year, our ’Ohana Youth made a covenant 
with one another to measure our success in terms of how well we have loved. 
We recognized that the experience of our shared loss and heartache can serve 
as inspiration to see our common humanity more clearly and affirm human 
dignity more fiercely. Our young adults have lived this out in countless ways. 
We’ve been moved and inspired by their perseverance, their ability to keep 
putting one foot in front of the other. Our young people have been tested in 
ways that none of us would have ever wanted for them. Yet, they continue to 
overcome  obstacles,  resolving  to  love  in  a  way  that  demands  justice,  that 
corrects everything standing against love. 

We’ve  served  side  by  side  together. 
We’ve  listened  for  Christ’s  call  to 
“follow  me”.  And  during  this  time, 
we’ve watched each one of our youth 
grow and be transformed by the love 
they’ve known at FCC. In addition to 
our heartfelt congratulations, we want 
our young people to know our deepest 
gratitude… our  thanks  and praise  for 
the  gift  of  you!  We look  forward  to 
seeing the ways your light will shine in 

this world. Our love goes with you always. 
We are also so very grateful for the support of our whole church family. The 
FLOAT team (Family Life Outreach and Advocacy Team) has been especially 
instrumental  in  supporting  and  walking  with  our  youth  during  this  time. 
Special  thanks to all  of  our people who donated gifts,  pulled together,  and 
created graduation gift bags for each of our seniors. To Margaret Hadaway and 
Susan Jewett, for assembling the bags with their special touches of love. To 
Brenda Kame’enui, for hosting our Senior 
Brunch in her home with such heartfelt 
intention,  time  for  sharing,  and  an 
incredibly  delicious  and  bountiful 
meal! To  Brent  Clark  and  Gretchen 
Jewett, for co-leading our youth groups all 
year long, your steadfast commitment to 
accompaniment makes a huge difference 
in the lives of our young people. Truly, all 
of the many ways our people step up to 
participate in our ministry have been so 
deeply impactful. It matters. 
Thank you and may you know the Peace of Christ in these days, may you be 
sustained by the blessing of God’s abiding love... a love that will never give up 
on you!  
Peace be with you. Mark Lindberg, Youth Minister
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Shalom     Shalom

About our People
Congratulations and baby blessings to delighted grandparent Georgia Quick, upon 
the birth of grandchild Telah Marie Keim-Stallings, born in Dayton, Ohio on May 15 to 
parents Claire and Eric Keim-Stallings and proud big brother Charlie;  to happy uncle 
Jared Fischer, upon the birth of nephew Ezra James Fischer, born in Bentonville, Arkansas 
on May 23 to parents Caleb Fischer and Brenda Monchez-Fischer and his sister, Emma 
Rose.
Please pray for those who have medical concerns: Marjorie Smith, who fell  and 
broke 2 ribs; she has recovered and will be moving in with family for a few weeks before 
moving to the Eugene Hotel.
Please pray for those who have lost loved ones: to the family and friends of Grace 
Rodiger, as they prepare for her memorial service held at FCC in the Chapel on Saturday, 
June 18; to the family and friends of Nancy Gressler, as they prepare for her memorial 
service held at FCC in the Sanctuary on Saturday, June 25. 
Birthday blessings to John Minter who celebrated 93 years on June 1. 

Lectionary Text 
June 5 
Gathered and Scattered 
Acts 2:1-21 

June 12 
Wisdom Calls 
Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 

June 19 
In God’s Presence 
1 Kings 19:1-4, (5-7), 8-15a 

June 26 
Pick Up the Mantle 
2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 


