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First Congregational Church, UCC 
1050 East 23rd Avenue 
Eugene, OR  97405 
Phone (541) 345-8741 
Fax (541) 345-2192 
Website: fcceugene.org 

Senior Minister  
(on sabbatical until Sept. 12) 
Reverend Jonathan J. Morgan 

Associate Minister 
Reverend Jessica Shine 

Youth Minister 
Mark Lindberg 

Director of Children &  
Family Ministries 
Gretchen Jewett 

Music Ministries 
Jared Fischer, Director of Music 
Ministries 
Barbara Baird, Organist 
Vicki Brabham, Keyboardist 
Jennifer Sellers, Bell Choir Director 

Our Whole Lives Director 
Jennie Sherlock 

Director of Fellowship Ministries,  
Office Administrator 
Dana Clark 

Bookkeeper 
Kim Dorr 

Director of Facilities 

Director of Congregational Preschool 
Emma Standish 

 
We are an open and affirming, progressive Christian church,              

seeking to live Jesus’ vision of community and mission.

September Sundays!
September 4: Communion Sunday 
As we remember the sacrifices made by all who labor with hands, heart, and head, 
we are invited to consider how we might join in that labor. The guru Valerie Kaur 
talks about the fragility and intensity of labor as a threshold to a whole new way 
of Being. We find ourselves at a threshold also. Will we lean into the unknown 
with hope, groundedness, and faith? This Sunday we consider the transitions we 
too have experienced - birth, death, moves, graduations, beginnings and endings. 
In elevating the wine and bread, Jesus invites us to remember that life can spring 
forth from death and hope from despair.

September 11: Potluck & Survey Results after worship 
Seminarian  Beth  Pfeiffer  will  be  offering  the  sermon.  After  worship,  board 
moderator Dan Close will share the results of the all church survey, which had 
over 180 responses, while we enjoy potluck lunch.

September 18: SSP Sunday and Congregational Neighbors 
After a special worship service inspired by this summer’s Sierra Service Project, 
head downstairs and find your neighborhood table. This is a fun and easy  way to 
find out which church friends live in your actual neighborhood. Grab a donut and 
refreshment and get to know your neighbors!

September 25: CPC Annual Gathering Sunday Worship 
Join  your  siblings  in  Christ  as  we  celebrate  the  good  news  amidst  our  larger 
community. May we joyfully celebrate together!

Photo: Say cheese! Group photo from August All Church Camp at Camp Adams
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From the board…
Greetings  from  your  church  board!  August  was  a  busy  month.  First,  we 
conducted a nomination and selection process for a new church Treasurer. Larry 
Flick,  long time FCC member,  retired Dean of the College of Education at 
Oregon State University, professional engineer and “numbers person” has agreed 
to serve in the position. Please welcome Larry to this important role.
Second,  the  board  created  and  sent  out  an  All  Church  Survey,  to  take  the 
“temperature of FCC during this time of change”. Thanks to Pastor Jessica, past 
board member Brent Arnold, current board members Polly Shannon and Steve 
Carmichael, and Director of Fellowship Ministries/Office Administrator Dana 
Clark for help with the survey. A total of 186 individuals completed the survey. I 
will share results with the congregation after worship on September 11. Please 
come and hear what our people say about the health of FCC.
Finally, on August 30 we said “thank you and good-bye” to our sabbatical supply 
minister, the Rev. Dr. Nancy Ellett Allison. Pastor Nancy has been a blessing to 
FCC these  past  two  plus  months  while  Pastor  Jonathan  has  been  away  on 
sabbatical leave. Her presence in the FCC building and her work with the staff 
and board have been very helpful to us all. Her weekly sermons have been well-
received and her kindness and humble spirit are infectious. On a personal note, 
I have benefitted from Nancy’s wise counsel and spiritual guidance. Thank you 
to Nancy and her husband Dale for sharing their gifts and wisdom with FCC. 
From Moderator Dan Close

Finance Report 
As noted, we are pleased to report that Larry Flick began serving as our new 
treasurer on September 1, 2022. Please congratulate and thank Larry!
Like  many  churches,  we  are  experiencing  a  challenging  time  of  declining 
membership and a need to revitalize and reimagine our mission as we move into 
a  new era.  To help  address  this  challenge  we  believe  it  is  essential  that  we 
increase the oversight and management of our financial resources. To that end, 
on  May  15,  2022  the  church  board  approved  replacing  the  current  Budget 
Committee  with  a  more  robust  Finance  Committee.  The  new  Finance 
Committee will hold their kick-off meeting on September 6, 2022. Their first 
task will be to begin work on the 2023 budget. Should our experience with the 
Finance Committee prove successful we will seek Congregational approval to 
make it a Standing Committee during the annual meeting next January.
Offered by Polly Shannon, FCC Board Vice Moderator
Summary of Church Financials through July 31, 2022 

In an effort to be transparent with church funds, we report the financials monthly.

Central Pacific 
Conference Annual 
Gathering Coming Soon! 

September 23-25 we will host the CPC 
2022 Annual Gathering & Youth 
Assembly! We will join our siblings from 
across the conference for worship, 
fel lowship, learning, conference 
business, justice action, celebration, 
and sharing our stories - both in-person 
and online. You are welcome to attend 
and can register online at: https://
cpcucc.wufoo.com/forms/register-
for-2022-cpc-annual-gathering. 

The Youth Assembly program will 
include a service opportunity, removing 
invasive species at Buford Park/Mt. 
Pisgah during the day on Saturday, 
September 24, followed by an evening 
of fun activities, and participation in 
Sunday worship. For more information 
on the Youth Assembly, please contact 
Mark Lindberg - markl@fcceugene.org. 

Information about Annual Gathering 
will be delivered primarily via email 
announcements. For the most current 
information visit the CPC Annual 
Gathering webpages at https://
www.cpcucc.org/annual-gathering. 

To v o l u n t e e r a s a w e l c o m i n g 
ambassador, please contact Beth 
Pfeiffer at beth99pfeiffer@yahoo.com  

We will need help with the serving and 
clean-up of three meals; a call for all- 
h a n d s - o n - d e c k t o p r o v i d e a 
comfortable weekend experience for 
our guests from across the CPC. Also, 
please contact the church office and let 
us know if you have a room to offer to 
some of our out of town delegates for 
the weekend (potentially Friday and/or 
Saturday night stays). 

Monthly Year-to-date

Pledged Income $22,797 320,119

Unpledged Income $1,570 $11,669

Offering Plate $507 $3,749

Other Income $50,070 $103,329

Total Income $74,944 $438,866

Total Expenses $56,653 $411,687

https://cpcucc.wufoo.com/forms/register-for-2022-cpc-annual-gathering
https://cpcucc.wufoo.com/forms/register-for-2022-cpc-annual-gathering
https://cpcucc.wufoo.com/forms/register-for-2022-cpc-annual-gathering
mailto:markl@fcceugene.org
https://www.cpcucc.org/annual-gathering
https://www.cpcucc.org/annual-gathering
https://www.cpcucc.org/annual-gathering
mailto:beth99pfeiffer@yahoo.com
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Potluck Time!!! 

After worship next Sunday, 
September 11  

That’s right, a blast from the past…we all 
remember, potlucks, right? Next Sunday, 
please bring a favorite dish (that can feed 
10-12 people) to the Fellowship Hall 
kitchen before the worship service. Board 
moderator Dan Close will share the results 
of the All Church Survey while we enjoy our 
lunch. 

Keep an eye out for a SignUp Genius 
invitation to help get things set-up on 
Saturday morning, Sept. 10 from 9 - 10 a.m., 
and to help with clean-up after lunch 
Sunday (or call the church office and let 
Dana know you can help out).  

FCC Garden Party 

 Next Saturday, 9 a.m. ~ church grounds 

Join us September 10, starting at 9 a.m., to 
make some beauty happen for our church 
home. Tom Boyd and Jim Weston are in 
charge of just what that might need to be, 
and many of our gardeners have their 
favorite spots to pay attention to. Bring 
tools for weeding, trimming, comfort and 
sun protection - and a bucket, if you have 
one. Plus, always bring your beautiful 
smiles. You make such a difference!  

Altar Flowers 

Perhaps you noticed the beautiful saturated 
red gladiolas on the altar this summer. They 
were  from Val Close’s garden. In the weeks 
before her gladiolas burst forth, Mary 
Brooner and Betty Holst contributed  
colorful hydrangeas from their gardens. The 
visual beauty of the flowers enhances our 
worship time.  

If you have blossoms or interesting foliage 
to share with us throughout the seasons, let 
Brent Clark or Georgia Quick know (or 
contact the church office). We will be happy 
to come and harvest them from your yard. If 
you would rather bring them to the church 
yourself, that works, too!   

Thank you in advance. Brent Clark and 
Georgia Quick, FCC Altar Committee

End of summer update from Pastor Jessica:
Greetings Church Family! What a great summer this has been getting to 
know you better.
Highlights from this summer include two leadership development groups, a 
new  member  group,  and  a  month  of  queer  allyship  emphasis  in  Adult 
Education that included two guest presenters and averaged 40 participants. 
In addition to regular ministerial duties like staff coaching and collaboration, 
pastoral  visitations,  and  volunteer  engagement,  I’ve  worked  with  Pastor 
Nancy to develop new teams to strengthen the ministry of our local church. 
These  include  a  finance  committee,  worship  planning  team,  and 
implementation  of  a  narrative  budget  to  better  tell  our  story.  In 
collaboration  with  David  Hazen  we’ve  seen  a  75%  increase  in  YouTube 
subscribers during the summer months!
I also want to elevate Beth Pfeiffer, one of our seminarians, who is helping 
coordinate this year’s annual gathering, hosted at FCUCC! We continue to 
experience deepening relationship in the New Member’s Group as we learn 
to ‘be the Church’ from Scripture, history, and healthy practices, as well as 
finding our own spiritual gifts. I’m excited for you to connect to these folk 
in  the  coming  weeks.  I’m grateful  Marisa  Silver  coordinated  three  small 
groups where I met with close to 30 individuals and families (we ate some 
delicious ice cream)! Our Leadership book groups have leaned into the hard 
questions of ministry in this season -  getting to know who we are again, 
worship attendance, life post-Covid and the weight of so much cultural grief 
and anxiety, as well as the hope for who we are becoming.
Our  church  also  sponsored  a  nationwide  seminar  called  Cultivating 
Generous Congregations and had almost 40 participants, including 10 from 
FCUCC! This  seminar  helped us  examine our  giving history,  trends,  and 
theology, as well as spurred us onto a local project for how we can cultivate 
generosity through a strategic plan for the future of our church family.
Thank you for being the Church!

Adult Education Restart
Beginning  September  11,  our  9  a.m.  Adult  Education  offerings  will  shift 
slightly to allow for more connection and small group format. We welcome 
you to  jump into  the  journey  with  us.  We are  going  to  practice  Lectio 
Divina (or Sacred Words) in small group format beginning with the book of 
Acts. No prior reading is necessary; we welcome you to come, engage, and 
listen to what Spirit is speaking.
September  Facilitators:  Pastor  Jessica,  Sept.  11;  Kimberley  Parzuchowski, 
Sept. 18; CPC Annual Gathering, Sept. 25.

Women’s Fellowship
Sunday, Oct. 2 at 7 p.m. 

The Women’s Fellowship will meet on October 2, at 7 pm. in the Wheeler 
Room. We will share summer memories and discuss the upcoming year. 
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Social Justice in Action at FCC 
Thank you to the many volunteers who 
made  the  FCC  booth  at  the  Pride 
Festival a success. Our congregation was 
well  represented  with  yummy cookies, 
friendly volunteers and even dog treats 
for those who stopped by our booth.  

The NAACP appreciated the phones and 
iPads that were collected this summer for 
use  by  youth.  This  will  make  a  true 
difference  for  the  kids  who  want   and 
need social connection these days. Thank 
you to those who made these donations!

The Little Food Pantry continues to serve our 
community. Thank you to all who contribute to 
filling the pantry and special thanks to the FCC 
folks who keep a welcoming and clean pantry.
This  summer  FCC  gifted  First  Place  Family 
Center Annex with funding to help with their 
new  outside  play  area.  Youth  Minister  Mark 
Lindberg visited recently and toured the facility 
and  met  with  First  Kids  Director,  Ilana 
Jakubowski  (who  wil l  be  visit ing  us  on 
September 11 to deliver our Ministry Moment 
during worship that Sunday). After completion 
of just Phase One, they have rubber mats down, 
a  new  sandbox  and  2  large  pavilions  with 
misting capabilities! This was HUGE for them, 
as previously they had kids scraping their knees 
on the pavement and the sun beating down. They will be developing the play 
area further by tearing out the asphalt and installing kid-friendly surfaces 
and playground equipment.  This  was  made possible  by our  recent  gift  of 
these funds. Lots happening at First Place Family Center!

Kids Community Kick Off ! 

Summer is coming to a close. We look 
forward to our Kids Community restarting  
Sunday, September 11 after our summer 
off. All children kindergarten through 5th 
grade are invited and encouraged to 
participate.  

Kids Community is the space in which we 
build relationships with each other and 
explore our faith through stories, art, and 
play. The curriculum for Kids Community is 
Progressive Christianity’s Joyful Path. Each 
Sunday we will start in worship with the 
rest of our church family. Part way through 
the service, Gretchen will lead children to 
the Kids Community for their own spiritual 
time. 

This fall we will begin our year in the 
Season of Creation, exploring God’s 
beautiful creation and our role as stewards 
of this creation. 

Topics for September: 

September 11th: Welcome, ice breakers 
and community building 

September 18th: Enjoying the Planet 

September 25th: Respecting the Natural 
World 

On September 11th, please stop in the 
Lobby at our Kids Community table to 
register your child for Kids Community. By 
registering your child you provide us with 
the information we need to best meet the 
needs and interests of your child. 

Do you want to help facilitate this 
exciting ministry? Kids Community 
leaders are needed! Kid Community 
leaders volunteer for one Sunday per 
month. Gretchen Jewett, Director of 
Children and Family Ministries, plans 
lessons so no outside prep is required. 
Instead, Kids Community leaders are 
encouraged to dive into activities and 
engage fully with the children in the 
exploration of our faith.  

I n t e re s t e d ? Co n t a c t G re t c h e n a t 
gretchenj@fcceugene.org. 

mailto:gretchenj@fcceugene.org
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UCC Northwest        
Women’s Retreat 

Women of the UCC gather 
again to celebrate and renew 
old friendships, make new 
ones, and connect with their 
spirits and hearts.   

For this retreat we are traveling 
to the Oregon coast, hence our 
theme, "Waves of Peace". After 
the past couple of years, it 
seems we could all do with an 
infusion of peace for our souls 
and spirits. We are excited to 
be gathering at Salishan Lodge 
in Gleneden Beach. 

Retreat Registration  
(closes October 1) 

$250 Aug. 2 - Oct. 1, 2022 Fees 
a re t ra n s f e ra b l e b u t n o t 
refundable. 

G u e s t ro o m R e s e r v a t i o n 
(cutoff October 14) 

Guestroom Rate: $130.81/
night. Max. 4 guests/room at 
this rate. 
Rate will be honored 3 days 
prior and post event. 
No cancellation fee up to 72-
hrs. before check-in. 
To register, visit the website for 
Northwest Women’s Retreat at 
https://www.nrwr.org 

Offering Extravagant Welcome: an invitation!
Greeting church attenders  and new visitors  on a  Sunday morning is  a  vital  part  of 
creating a meaningful, welcoming worship experience. We all know how good it feels to 
be seen and invited into the community.
For the next three Sundays, we will have a table in the lobby with sign-ups for folks to 
be part of our September - December Sunday Hospitality Team. If you’ve never been a 
part of Sunday morning greeting/ushering/welcoming, this is your chance! Sign yourself 
up…you could also invite a church friend or your family to serve with you. Consider 
signing up once a month - it’s a great way to get to know your church community. What 
a  beautiful  and accessible  gift  offer  on a  Sunday morning,  as  we create extravagant 
welcome for all!

Global Mission to Tasajera, El Salvador
Our global partnership with CIS (Centro Intercambio) to the island 

communities of Tasajera has 17 students this year. Four of them are 
college students who started this program as high school students 
and  are  now  finishing  degrees  in  Social  Work,  Nursing  and 
Physical Education. 
Our church’s steadfast support has allowed this very isolated and 

impoverished community to reach educational goals far beyond 
early expectations. Thank you for your support in financially and 

prayerfully creating these lasting and caring relationships.  
Our  Global  Mission  Covenant  states  “The  Church  is  committed  to  providing 
opportunities for all  persons to explore and grow in their own unique spiritual gifts 
through  Global  Mission  experiences.”  By  following  this  Mission  of “listening  and 
learning”  we  have  the  unique  opportunity  to  watch  this  island  community  come 
together,  as scholarship students are teaching classes,  tutoring younger students and 
have helped improve the internet communication system so that it supports the entire 
island community. 
By working closely with the Social Justice and Witness Committee, we have been able 
to extend environmental concerns to include the preservation of the mangrove’s water 
system, continued turtle habitat management and the extension of the island’s clean 
water campaign. 
Further, students have been able to assist islanders, many who struggle with literacy, 
read and understand documents as they qualify for stipend assistance; many have been 
able to gain title to their land and improve their homes.  
As our church ‘rebuilds’ in a rapidly changing world, this little global partnership is a 
guiding light of hope, simplicity and transformation. Thank you for all of your support 
over the last 7 years. If you would like more information about this partnership please 
contact  the  church  office  or  Brent  Arnold,  committee  chair.  Our  committee  looks 
forward to sharing more information about this wonderful mission opportunity during 
our World Communion Service on October 2. May we find grace in new beginnings 
during this new church year.  
From Paula Stout
Visit the following site to view the very special video we received from the island in 2020:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YOg9FWHEWJIqI-jTA5mcQP3tvTePXuF1/view?
usp=sharing

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YOg9FWHEWJIqI-jTA5mcQP3tvTePXuF1/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YOg9FWHEWJIqI-jTA5mcQP3tvTePXuF1/view?usp=sharing
https://www.nrwr.org
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Sierra Service Project 2022
Smith River, California 

’Ohana Youth participated in a weeklong service project this summer, from 
July  24 to July  29,  in  the Jedediah Smith Redwood Forest  and Smith River, 
California. We had an awesome group of 10 participants: Evan Booth, Owen 
Booth,  Gayle  Gomsrud,  Cameron  Kruse,  Annika  Lindberg,  Joren  Lindberg, 
Tomas Parzuchowski, Mason Tyler, and Mark & Julia Lindberg as co-leaders. A 
total of 65 youth volunteers participated during our week, which created many 
opportunities for new friendships. We stayed in cabins at the Howland Hills 
Outdoor School, in the heart of the redwoods! 
We worked with the California State Park service to do trail maintenance and 
build a pedestrian bridge across the Smith River. We pulled ivy for a solid day in 
the redwoods. Another day was spent working at First Five Family Center in 
Crescent City, where we power washed the building and began painting the 
exterior. We also removed 
invasive beach  grass  at 
the  Tolowa  Dunes,  in 
collaboration  with  the 
Tolowa  D’eeni Nation 
and Elk Valley Rancheria - 
our  ’Ohana  Youth  won 
the prize for the “longest 
root  pulled!”  Our  week 
concluded with water day 
and a  BBQ at  the Smith 
River.  It  was fantastic  to 
be back in person and serving others. 
The theme was “In This  Place” -  focusing on how we understand “sense of 
place”  and what  it  means  for  something  to  be  “sacred”.  SSP is  well  known 
throughout Del Norte County for the home repair and community service work 
done by volunteers. With only 28,000 residents, SSP has had a big impact in 
this  beautiful  and  very  rural  area  since  2013.  Because  Del  Norte  County’s 
poverty rate is more than 20% and is one of the poorest counties in the state of 
California, we work with the entire community, including some families who 
are tribal members. Having many enthusiastic partners in Del Norte County 
makes for a robust service-learning experience. The partnerships in Smith River 
continue to grow and strengthen each year; we are already looking forward to 
2023. As one of our participants said, “Sierra Service Project ROCKS!”.
For details about the Sierra Service Project, please visit: sierraserviceproject.org.

8th Grade Our Whole Lives (OWL)
The cornerstone of the Our Whole Lives curriculum is the 7-9th grade level. It 
is comprised of twenty-six 1 ½ hour sessions. We offer OWL to our 8th graders 
each year.
This year the 8th grade program will begin October 5. The two required parent 
orientations are Wednesday, September 21 and September 28. If you have an 8th 
grader,  you should have received an email  with a  letter  of  invitation.  If  you 
didn’t,  or  if  you  know of  a  family  with  an  8th  grader  you  think  would  be 
interested, contact Jennie Sherlock: jennies@fcceugene.org or leave a message 
with the church office.

Music Ministries 

There's much to look forward to in 
Music Ministries as our fall season 
begins. The Chancel Choir launches 
rehearsals on Wednesday, September 
7 at 7 p.m.  

And to kick off our exciting season, we 
will have our first All-Comers Choir 
since COVID began on Sunday, 
September 11 at 9 a.m.! Please join us 
in the sanctuary for a no-strings-simple 
a n t h e m ( s e n d a n e m a i l t o 
jaredf@fcceugene.org to get a 
recording of it in advance). Please note 
that masks will be optional.  

We are also working on offerings for 
children and youth beginning in 
October, so stay tuned for some 
exciting opportunities and send me an 
email if you or your children are 
interested!   

As we wrap up the summer, it's nice to 
reflect on all the wonderful special 
music we had. A big thank you from 
our team to all who participated and 
shared their talents this summer, from 
church services to camp fires at Camp 
Adams! 

Jared Fischer, Director of Music 
Ministries 

Word reached me that there was some 
unsupervised chime ringing at All 
Church Camp!  How wonderful!  

Please consider continuing to send out 
good vibrations to our congregation 
and join the Official Bell Choir.  We will 
meet on Wednesday, September 7, at 
5:30 to begin rehearsals. At this first 
meeting, we will discuss the best day 
and time to have rehearsals and then 
start right in making music.  

All are welcome.  Playing handbells is 
an accessible way to express yourself 
musically.  Non-music readers can be 
as successful as those who those read 
music.  Come for the fun, stay for the 
hymns. 

Jennifer Sellers, Director of Bell Choir 

mailto:jaredf@fcceugene.org
http://sierraserviceproject.org
mailto:jennies@fcceugen.org
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Member in 
Discernment 

Beth Pfeiffer, FCC Seminarian  

I finished my first year of 
Divinity School at Pacific School 
of Religion online. I traveled to 
Berkeley a few times to meet 
my cohort, attended the Church 
of the Fellowship of All People, 
and was present in two class 
meetings. It was inspiring to 
hear my professor preach so 
prophetically and be in the 
same church where the Rev., Dr. 
Howard Thurman was a pastor. I 
have completed a certificate in 
Spirituality and Social Change. 

The second year requires six 
credits of either field education 
or   Clinical Pastoral Education 
(CPE). I applied at River Bend 
Hospital and was accepted into 
their CPE program, which is an 
intensive 8 week, 40 hours a 
week of volunteering. My areas 
this summer were with the Mom 
& Baby, Labor & Deliver, 
Pediatrics and the NIC Unit. I've 
been able to visit patients on 
other floors on my Friday 
evening shifts and on call 
n i g h t .  W i t h a l l t h e s e 
experiences, I learned so much 
about myself, patient care and 
about being a chaplain. 

My next CPE began in August 
at Willamette University. It is an 
interfaith chaplaincy position in 
their Religious and Spiritual Life 
office. I'm working 20 hours a 
week and taking a couple of 
courses , one in the new 
testament and one on pastoral 
care. I'm curious how these two 
CPE experiences will compare 
or compliment each other. 

I so appreciate all the support 
and encouragement I receive 
f r o m o u r c o n g r e g a t i o n /
community.   It means so much 
to me.

Faith Exploration Fall 2022
A special invitation for all of our young adults (and friends) who will be attending high 
school this fall. Have you ever pondered the deeper questions of life? Is there a God? 
Why do bad things happen to good people? What is the purpose of existence? If you 
have, then Faith Exploration is opportunity to dig in deeper! 
All  are  welcome to attend,  regardless  of  beliefs  or  non-beliefs.  In fact,  we want to 
emphasize that at FCC, we place more value on the search for understanding 
than we do on absolute certainties. Spirituality is an integral part of who we are as 
people; unfortunately, in our culture there are not many venues for our young people to 
explore their relationship to the Divine, their understanding of Sacred Mystery. 
FCC’s Faith Exploration Program is a concentrated time of fellowship building, faith 
exploration, and open conversations on what it means to be a Christian and a person of 
faith. All youth entering grades 9-12 are welcome. We do this in a safe and supportive 
environment through discussion, experiencing and reflecting on worship, and exploring 
the tenets of progressive Christian faith in comparison with other faith traditions - 
including Judaism, Islam, Buddhism and indigenous spirituality. This allows youth to 
build positive and grace-filled relationships with other students and members of the 
congregation, gain a deeper understanding of God’s love for all people, and awaken a 
desire to begin their personal faith journey within the embrace of church community.
This year, our program will be led by Mark Lindberg and Gretchen Jewett. We will 
begin on Wednesday, September 14 from 7 - 8 p.m. in the Youth Room, and meet 
for four Wednesday night sessions (Sept. 14 -  Oct. 5,  7 -  8 p.m.),  with an overnight 
retreat  at  the  church  on  Saturday,  Oct.  15  and  culminating  with  Faith  Exploration 
Celebration Sunday the following morning.
Please  RSVP to  let  us  know you  will  be  attending  by  calling  the  church  office  at 
541-345-8741, or contacting Mark at markl@fcceugene.org, by Friday, September 9. We 
are looking forward to sharing this important time with our youth! 

Member in Discernment 
Youth Minister, Mark Lindberg is in his third year as a Member in Discernment. This 
fall semester, Mark will be taking Pastoral Theology and Care through Eden Seminary's 
online program. This course explores pastoral care issues related to normal and crisis 
life events. Because listening, responding, and self-awareness are key elements in the art 
of  pastoral  care,  emphasis  is  placed  on  developing  skills  in  these  areas.  Particular 
attention is given to the integration of theological reflection, family systems theories, 
and  practical  skills  throughout  the  course.  Because  systemic  oppression  plays  a 
particular role in human suffering, the course will examine how oppression works to 
dictate the terms of suffering and grief. Attention will also be focused on cultural and 
communal contexts and the consequent strategies of care.
Beginning  in  January  of  2023,  Mark  will  be  participating  in  the  Clinical  Pastoral 
Education program at PeaceHealth Riverbend. CPE is an intense time of personal and 
professional  growth;  students  learn  about  specialized  ministry,  make significant  self 
discoveries,  take risks in initiating professional relationships,  and identify their own 
strengths  and  weaknesses  as  spiritual  care  givers. Students  work  as  part  of  an 
experienced  and  supportive  team  of  board-certified  chaplains  and  will  have 
opportunities  to  learn  from  a  team  of  music-thanatologists,  local  clergy  and  lay 
ministers,  ethicists,  musicians,  artists  and  labyrinth  guides.  CPE students  will  find 
warm welcome from physicians, nurses and professionals from other disciplines and 
will have many opportunities to care for a large number of people in a variety of crisis 
situations. Your prayers and accompaniment on Mark’s journey are appreciated! 

mailto:markl@fcceugene.org
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Green Line
Find below excerpts Brenda Kame’enui, edited from “Win-Win Dietary Solutions to the 
Climate Crisis,” by Dr. Michael Greger, MD. Find the entire heavily sourced video and 
transcript  at  https://nutritionfacts.org/video/win-win-dietary-solutions-to-the-climate-
crisis/ 
Eleven thousand scientists from 150 countries offered a solution to help the 
climate crisis at a November 2019 meeting: Eat mostly plant-based foods and 
reduce global consumption of animal products. The least healthy foods cause 
the worst environmental impact, but foods with the most nutrition cause the 
lowest greenhouse gas emissions, a win-win effect.
To redesign the global food system for human and planetary health, the EAT-
Lancet Commission (37 experts from 16 countries) suggests cutting total meat 
consumption to about an ounce a day -  like a single chicken nugget -  while 
increasing  intake  of  legumes  (beans,  split  peas,  chickpeas,  and lentils),  nuts, 
fruits,  and vegetables,  for  we’re  in  both  a  climate  crisis  and a  health  crisis. 
Unhealthy diets cause more death and disease than smoking, unsafe sex, and 
alcohol, drug, tobacco use combined. Address both crises at once by increasing 
consumption  of  whole  plant  foods  and  substantially  reducing  animal-source 
foods, saving more than 10 million lives per year and up to $30 trillion dollars in 
health benefits. This may also help save the world!
Livestock production is the single largest driver of habitat loss, making reducing 
meat  consumption key  to  biodiversity  conservation.  Livestock production is 
also  a  leading cause  of  soil  loss  and water  pollution.  At  least  80 percent  of 
deforestation in the Amazon is to raise cattle and grow feed crops like soybeans 
to export to farm animals and make vegetable oil (most from palm and soy). 
Both palm and soy are expanding, causing massive deforestation, particularly 
egregious if the deforestation is for junk food.
The Paris Agreement set out a boundary condition, an aspirational goal, for a 
carbon  budget  to  help  prevent  catastrophic  impact  from  climate  change. 
Staying within the boundary can be achieved by consuming plant-based diets. If 
good  health  for  you,  your  children,  and  the  planet  doesn’t  motivate  you, 
consider the threat to the global beer supply!
Editor’s note: We live in a valley where fruits and vegetables are bountiful at nearby farms 
and farmers markets. Plant-based meat substitutes (for those who enjoy the taste of meat) 
are  improving.  We are  fortunate  to  have many choices,  especially considering  the  food 
desert that besets many American communities. 

Photos:  All  Church  Camp,  Camp 
Adams,  2022.  Campfire,  lodge  time, 
creek  fun,  theatrics,  sports  ball!  Not 
pictured…big  trees,  meadows,  music 
and more.

Loving God’s Creation at 
All-Church Camp! 

After a two year hiatus from All-Church 
Camp at Camp Adams, 66 members of 
our church family gathered at Camp 
Adams for a spirit-filled weekend. We 
played together, did puzzles, sang 
around the campfire, swam in the 
swimming hole, forest bathed, caught 
crawdads, ate together. Fun was had 
by all!  

In this time together we focused on 
loving all of God’s creation, the Earth, 
plants, animals, and people, and the 
s t rengthening of our personal 
c o n n e c t i o n s a n d o u r s a c r e d 
community. We hope you will join us 
next year for All-Church Camp!
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’Ohana Calendar

Wednesday, September 14
7-8 p.m. Faith Exploration in 
Youth Room (all HS Youth are 
welcome!)
Sunday, September 18
10 a.m. SSP Sunday 
1 1 a . m . C o n g r e g a t i o n a l 
Neighbors (donuts!)
11:30-12:30 MS Youth Group
4-5:30 p.m. HS Youth Group
Wednesday, September 21
7-8 p.m. Faith Exploration
Saturday, September 24
CPC Youth Assembly
1:30 p.m. Load up into cars
2 - 4 : 3 0 p . m . S e r v i c e 
Opportunity - Invasive Species 
Removal at Mount Pisgah / 
Buford Park
5 p.m. Showers at the YMCA
5:45-6:45 p.m. Dinner
7 p.m. Games/Movie/Ice Cream
Wednesday, September 28
7-8 p.m. Faith Exploration
Sunday, October 2
10 a.m. World Communion 
11:30-12:30 MS Youth Group
4-5:30 p.m. HS Youth Group
Wednesday, October 5
7-8 p.m. Faith Exploration 
Saturday, October 8
11 a.m.-2 p.m. FCC Recycling 
(volunteers arrive at 10:30 a.m.)
Sunday, October 9
10:00 Creation Justice Worship
11:30-12:30 MS Youth Group
4-5:30 p.m. HS Youth Group
Saturday, October 15
12 p.m. Faith Exploration 
Retreat, overnight at FCC
Sunday, October 16
10 a.m. Faith Exploration 
Worship, 4th Grade Bibles, New 
Member Sunday
2-4 p.m. Johnson Family Farm - 
Intergenerational, Walt’s Wild 
Wa g o n R i d e + p u m p k i n 
catapults
Saturday, October 22
9-noon Trail Party at Mt. Pisgah, 
trail building and maintenance 
on Trail 3 West

Understanding Our MISSION:
2022 ’Ohana Youth Service Emphasis
adapted from Rev. L. Trayce Potter, UCC Minister for Youth & Young Adult Engagement
Today we sit with great anticipation and hope that the worst is behind us. We have 
endured 2+ years of a global pandemic that closed the doors to many of our churches 
and schools,  forced us  into varying degrees  of  isolation,  and cancelled many of  the 
events that were staples of the wider United Church of Christ, such as National Youth 
Event, local summer camps, and local youth formation programs. Each of us have felt 
the  lull,  as  well  as  Zoom fatigue  for  many.  As  the  situation  improves,  many  local 
churches and their youth programs are exploring ways to engage in meaningful service 
in their local community to recapture one of the tenets the Church considers to be 
central to its mission: Service. 
Community service, outreach, mission, or how we show up collectively in and beyond 
our communities, takes the focus off us as individuals and turns the lens outwards to see 
where God is calling us to be present in an unjust world. 

We become the hands and feet of Christ, 
facilitating hope and transformation to those who need it most. 

Each of us has the ability to do something, great or small, to alleviate the burden that 
someone  else  feels.  With  the  constant  growth  of  social  media,  innovation  to  the 
internet,  and  real-time  updates,  we  are  privileged  to  learn  about  social  justice 
movements across the United States and the world and enter at different points of the 
journey to do justice, love mercy and walk humbly with our God. 
’Ohana Youth Ministries views service work as an opportunity for us to join with others 
to see where God is calling us today. Please review our upcoming calendar and be sure 
to make note of the multiple service opportunities. Some of these opportunities require 
youth to be at least entering middle school, however we invite families and all members 
and friends of FCC to join in. All are welcome! 
For  more  information,  please  contact  Youth  Minister  Mark  Lindberg, 
markl@fcceugene.org
Grace and Peace, Mark Lindberg

Willamette River Clean-up
Many thanks to everyone who came out to Mount Pisgah and helped us pick up all the 
litter along the river and recreation areas at Buford Park! Our event was a resounding 
success with 37 participants (21 adults and 16 youth).  We removed over 5 pounds of 
glass, a 5 foot iron bar, a vehicle tire, over 300 cigarette butts, and 5 trash bags of litter.
This project was a partnership with ’Ohana Youth, FCC Green Team, SOLVE Oregon, 
Interfaith Earthkeepers, Friends of Buford Park, Lane County Parks, and the Mount 
Pisgah Arboretum. One Earth, One Love, Many Hands! 

mailto:markl@fcceugene.org
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About our People
Birthday blessings to Pat Adlum, who will be 93 years old on September 15, to Herb Baker, 
who will be 97 years old on September 16, and to Lynn Buskirk, who will be 91 years old on 
September 16.
Please pray for those who have recently lost loved ones: the friends and family of 
Lucille Wollenweber, Bill and Lori Wollenweber’s mother/mother-in-law, who died on August 
16.
Please pray for those who have medical concerns: prayers for Shane Kraft, who has 
been to a Portland hospital for a medical procedure.

Congregational Neighbors ~ Sunday, Sept. 18
Who’s in your neighborhood? Head on down to Fellowship Hall after worship on Sunday, 
September 18 and find the table with your neighborhood listed…and your neighbors! Donuts 
and refreshments will be offered as you learn who from your church community lives nearby. 

Dinners for Eight
What better way to get to know church community than over a meal? This has been a very 
successful ministry of FCC, with Dinners for Eight groups still meeting after 25+ years! Keep 
your eye out for an insert in Sunday, Sept. 11 and Sept. 18 bulletins, asking for your preference 
of  breakfast,  lunch  or  dinner  meetings;  restaurant  or  home  get-togethers;  weekdays  or 
weekends; etc.  Couples, families, singles, all are welcome! We’ll gather all the information 
and match folks up with similar meeting preferences. 

Lectionary Text 
September 4 
A New Identity 
Philemon 1:1-21 

September 11 
Growing in God’s Love 
1 Timothy 1:12-17 

September 18 
Prayerful Living 
1 Timothy 2:1-7 

September 25 
Surprising Investment 
Jeremiah 32:1-3, 6-15 


