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First Congregational Church, UCC 
1050 East 23rd Avenue 
Eugene, OR  97405 
Phone (541) 345-8741 
Fax (541) 345-2192 
Website: fcceugene.org 

Senior Minister  
(on sabbatical until Sept. 12) 
Reverend Jonathan J. Morgan 

Sabbatical Supply Minister 
Reverend Doctor Nancy Ellett Allison 

Associate Minister 
Reverend Jessica Shine 

Youth Minister 
Mark Lindberg 

Director of Children &  
Family Ministries 
Gretchen Jewett 

Music Ministries 
Jared Fischer, Director of Music 
Ministries 
Barbara Baird, Organist 
Vicki Brabham, Keyboardist 
Jennifer Sellers, Bell Choir Director 

Our Whole Lives Director 
Jennie Sherlock 

Director of Fellowship Ministries,  
Office Administrator 
Dana Clark 

Bookkeeper 
Kim Dorr 

Director of Facilities 

Director of Congregational Preschool 
Emma Standish 

 
We are an open and affirming, progressive Christian church,              

seeking to live Jesus’ vision of community and mission.

A note from Pastor Nancy:
As several members of our congregation begin The Way of Forgiveness journey in 
spiritual  formation, we are starting the conversations by sharing our “Spiritual 
Autobiography.”  That  is  a  practice  we  can  each  undertake.  We are  answering 
questions like: What was your impression of God as a child? Can you identify 
your earliest spiritual moment? How have your ideas of God changed over the 
years? How have you dealt with major life disruptions,  such as loss and grief?  
When have you been most disappointed with God or had seasons of doubt or 
distance from God? The church?
Examining questions such as this helps each of understand all the better where we 
are on life’s journey – and where we would like to go. Our journey’s are never over. 
Where is the Spirit of God calling you these days?

Central Pacific Conference 
Annual Gathering

Sept. 23 - 25 at Eugene’s FCC this year! 
Planning is underway for the CPC Annual Gathering this year…the first in-person 
Annual  Gathering  in  two years!  The  meeting  will  be  held  September  23  -  25, 
concluding on Sunday morning with a special worship experience.
As the hosts of this event, there will be many ways that FCC will offer generous 
welcome  to  our  CPC church  family.  Stay  tuned  for  updates  on  this  exciting 
opportunity!

THEME: Love, Trust, and Responsibility: 
Living Life in Covenant
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From the board…
Greetings from the FCC Church Board,
Our first month as your newly organized church board is now in the books. We 
have a really high functioning group of board members and officials. We are 
dedicated to conducting the FCC’s business in an open and respectful manner. 
We are also looking for additional ways of communicating our work to you the 
congregation.
A couple of highlights from our first month in action, which took place at our 
July 17 church board meeting are:

1)  We had our first  “in-person” board meeting in 2 ½  years.  We met in the 
breezeway of the church. We were able to be together as a group and conduct 
our affairs in public.
2) We are recruiting a new Treasurer for the board. We thank Susie Leo for her 
service in this role over the past year. If you are interested in applying or know 
of someone who would like to apply for the Treasurer position, please contact 
me. 
3) We initiated a “Board Member in Training” program to develop a cadre of 
board members of the future. Our first participant in this program is Georgia 
Quick. We thank Georgia for serving in this important program.
4) We have created an All Church Survey. This survey will be sent to members 
and friends  of  FCC. The goal  is  to  collect  information on the preferences, 
levels  of satisfaction, and other suggestions from as many people associated 
with FCC as possible. This information will be utilized to guide the process of 
emerging from the long COVID isolation period. The survey will be sent out 
to the congregation via email in the next day or so. Please fill out the survey 
and email it back when it arrives in your inbox.
Blessings to you all,
Dan Close
Church Board Moderator 

Welcome home, 
Sierra Service Trip participants!

Families  welcomed  their  SSP travelers  back  home  on  late  in  the  day  on 
Thursday, July 28.  We celebrate their return and lift  up the SSP ministry of 
building strong connections and creating collaborative community. 

River Clean-up Event! 

Sunday, August 14 at  
Mt. Pisgah ~ 2 - 4 p.m. 

Please join us for our river clean-up 
event coming up on August 14! We also 
plan on taking a dip in the river 
afterwards… 

Our last SOLVE clean-up was a rousing 
success; 42 people, mostly from FCC, 
drove to the coast where over 90 
pounds of litter was removed from the 
beach. This summer we're closer to 
home, as we care for the Willamette 
River that runs along Mt. Pisgah. 

Founded in 1969, SOLVE’s mission is to 
bring Oregonians together to improve 
our environment and build a legacy of 
stewardship. Here is our private event 
link): 
h t t p s : / / w w w . s o l v e o r e g o n . o r g /
opportun i ty /a0C8W00000V9wr j /
willamette-river-clean-up-at-howard-
buford-recreation-area-mount-pisgah 

Please share with your friends. Youth 
must be at least 13 years old to 
attend  without a parent/guardian. 
Parents must also sign the youth waiver 
for people under 18 years old. We will 
have hardcopies available onsite. 
Children ages 7-13 may attend with a 
parent or guardian, however we are not 
allowing children under age 7 this time, 
as it presents a safety hazard with the 
proximity to the river.  
E m a i l M a r k L i n d b e r g a t 
m a r k l @ f c c e u g e n e . o rg w i t h a n y 
quest ions. Thank you Mark, for 
presenting the opportunity to steward 
this river that offers so many blessings 
to our lives!

https://www.solveoregon.org/opportunity/a0C8W00000V9wrj/willamette-river-clean-up-at-howard-buford-recreation-area-mount-pisgah
https://www.solveoregon.org/opportunity/a0C8W00000V9wrj/willamette-river-clean-up-at-howard-buford-recreation-area-mount-pisgah
mailto:markl@fcceugene.org
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A Legacy of Making Room 

First Congregational Church Buildings  
(with thanks to Super Sleuth Sarah Neill, and 
Research Assistant Lynne Hellesvig) 

Here’s some fun history on the presence of 
progressive Christianity in Eugene:  The first 
church meeting was held June 2, 1889 at 
the Cumberland Presbyterian Church; the 
meeting was attended by 23 people. Three 
weeks later formal organization was 
completed with 36 people present. Among 
the leaders were the Wheelers and the 
Condons. They built on West 7th between 
Olive and Charnelton, and dedicated the 
new building on September 27, 1891, free 
of debt before the first service was held! 

A growing movement that needed more 
room, the second building was built by the 
congregation and dedicated on March 8, 
1925 at 13th and Ferry (it is now the Bijou 
Theater Building, W.R.B. Wilcox architect). 
That building’s sanctuary could seat 236 
people, and included a chapel dedicated to 
Thomas Condon. On the Golden Jubilee, 
June 4, 1939, the first Wheeler Room was 
dedicated to Mr. and Mrs. Wheeler.  

Our current church celebrated a mortgage 
burning for the current building on Palm 
Sunday 1977. The building itself cost 
$320,557.93, the land cost $32,000.  
Furnishings, landscaping, etc. cost more, 
though many of those items were donated 
by individuals or groups, with seedlings for 
landscaping gathered from the forest. Prior 
to moving to the new building the 
congregation did a capital campaign to 
raise $300,000. The first worship service 
was held on August 4, 1957. 

All of our buildings were built and paid for 
by the dedicated heart and hands of the 
congregation. Surely the church doesn’t 
require a building, however what a 
testimony to the generosity and insight of 
this progressive Christian community who 
worked hard and gave generously to create 
a lasting legacy. 

Where is our legacy leading us now? Stay 
tuned for stories of generosity each month 
from the team of volunteers who have been 
s t u d y i n g C u l t i v a t i n g G e n e r o u s 
Congregations as part of our stewardship 
of this community. 

Social Justice and Witness News
There  is  a  lot  going  on  in  the  world  of  Social  Justice  and  Witness  this 
summer!
First Congregational Church has partnered with NAACP to collect gently 
used smart phones, iPads and laptops for youth to use this coming school 
year. We are also collecting adult size bicycles for youth to use. Drop off 
items to the church by mid-August.

We  are  get t ing  ready  for  the  Fi r s t 
Congregational  Church  booth  at  the  Eugene-
Springfield  Pride  festival,  August  13,  11-6  p.m. 
We  have  folks  signed  up  to  volunteer  at  the 
FCC booth and to  bring cookies.  Or you can 
sign up with Pride organizers to be a positive, 
welcoming  presence  at  the  entrance  to  the 

Festival to counter some of the negative, hate filled messages that have been 
present the past two years. For this volunteer opportunity, you are asked to 
bring a sign with an affirming message and simply show up for an hour shift. 
Pride  organizers  will  give  you  more  information.  Sign  up  at  https://
signup.zone/iKPsx5MF6ohEkiZzW (you will need to set up a log in). The 
Pride Festival is always a fun event and everyone is invited to celebrate the 
diversity of our community. 
In February, our FCC board voted to endorse the Lift Every Voice Oregon 
(LEVO)  interfaith  effort  to  get  a  gun  safety  measure  on  the  Oregon 
November ballot. We are proud to announce that this signature gathering 
was  a  huge  success.  162,498  signatures  were  submitted  to  the  Oregon 
Secretary of State, exceeding the number needed by more than 10,000. First 
Congregational Church was a local leader in this effort and we are grateful 
for  the  support  of  the  church and so  many of  you who helped get  this 
initiative on the November ballot. 
Our  FCC  Green  Team  worked  with  church  staff  and  the  Facilities 
committee  to  submit  an  application  to  BRING  for  a  “Green  Biz” 
certification. We are awaiting next steps.
Finally, the Social Justice and Witness committee will be focusing efforts this 
coming year on mental health and youth from a social justice perspective. 
We are learning more about different programs in our community that work 
with youth and will be making decisions about how FCC can partner with a 
couple of these excellent programs to help in addressing the mental health 
needs of youth in our community. 
Please join us! Email justiceandwitness@fcceugene.org for more information 
or to learn about our next meeting (Mon., August 8 at 4:30 p.m. via Zoom).  

https://signup.zone/iKPsx5MF6ohEkiZzW
https://signup.zone/iKPsx5MF6ohEkiZzW
mailto:justiceandwitness@fcceugene.org
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August's Sunday Adult Education
Our Adult Ed Team invites you to continue in the journey of allyship for our 
Queer siblings. Wherever you are in your journey to allyship, come learn 
together as we grow in our capacity to extend extravagant welcome! (Let the 
church office know if you are in need of childcare for any sessions.)
Adult Ed in August (held in the Wheeler Room) will emphasize making room 
for straight allies and queer activists to lead conversations on allyship in our 
faith  community.  We're  intentionally relying on these folk  to 
further this part of the work in our community, rather than asking our 
queer  FCC siblings  to lead the conversation.  If  you already love and attend 
Adult  Ed,  we invite  you to lean into your  own personal  work of  unlearning 
internalized  homophobia  and  oppressive  mindsets  so  we  can  make  room 
together for all our Siblings.
Some easy ways to continue your journey are to use the internet to look up 
definitions,  read  books/articles/magazines,  and  process  with  other  straight 
folk. 
1st  Sunday,  9  a.m.  -  Jennie  Sherlock,  how  to  be  a  l ifelong 
learner. Jennie leads Our Whole Lives (OWL)  here at FCC and will  share 
how this  ministry  is  foundational  in  starting  the  conversation  about  gender 
identity, gender roles, sexual orientation and biological sex, plus what it means 
to be an ally.
2nd Sunday, 9 a.m. - Pastor Nancy, what is Allyship for me? Nancy will 
share  her  experiences  of  al lyship  and  accomplice-ship  as  wel l  as 
discuss identity/role/social location, and what it means to put our body on the 
line to interrupt injustice.
Wednesday, August 17, 6:30-8 p.m. Session with Rev. Rivka Gevurtz. 
Join us mid-week for a deeper dive, where you’ll experience teaching and group 
integrat ion  in  ident i fy ing  your  Soc ia l  Locat ion ,  and  Intent  vs . 
Impact. Continue  the  conversation  as  we  learn  together  what  truth  and 
reconciliation looks like for a progressive community.
3rd  Sunday,  9  a.m.  -  Mordekai  Tawney,  what  is  Allyship  for  a 
community? Mordekai will share insights on the experiences of queer folks, 
invite us to deepening empathy, and to understand how to hold greater space for 
queer folks as an ally through covenant sharing.
4th Sunday - All Church Camp, Adult Ed takes a break.

Music Ministries 

Dear all, 

A u g u s t 4 , m a r ks m y o n e - y ea r 
anniversary at FCC. I couldn't be more 
grateful for this incredible  community 
and for our journey together so far. 
You have welcomed me with open 
arms and  supported me both in my 
work at FCC and at home, as Caroline 
and I have worked to renovate our new 
home and move out of our old one. 
We are both so grateful to our FCC 
community for all of your  love and 
support as we reflect on the past year. 

Summer has offered the opportunity 
for a fresh rhythm, with Music 
Ministries focusing on smaller group 
efforts and working in detail to craft 
meaningful music to support the 
theme of each service. It's also offered 
a chance to reflect on the past year 
and look forward to the fall. In 
collaboration with the rest of the 
church staff and the church board, we 
have been re-envisioning how we plan 
worship so that we can better prepare 
and coordinate meaningful services.  

I ' v e r e a l l y m i s s e d t h e c h o i r 
this summer and I'm especially looking 
forward to beginning our new choir 
season this fall. Among other exciting 
ventures, we will be working to 
i n c o r p o ra t e u n d e r re p re s e n t e d 
composers into our repertoire, 
including female composers, and 
people of color, and that is particularly 
exciting for me.  

Whether you play an instrument or 
s i n g , w h e t h e r t r a d i t i o n a l  o r 
contemporary music excites you, 
whether you want to share a solo, 
collaborate in a group, or sing in the 
choir, we want to connect you at FCC! 
If you have musical gifts to share this 
fall, please shoot me an email at 
jaredf@fcceugene.org. I look forward 
to hearing from you! 

With gratitude, 

Jared Fischer 
Director of Music Ministries

mailto:jaredf@fcceugene.org
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UCC Northwest        
Women’s Retreat 

Women of the UCC gather 
again to celebrate and renew 
old friendships, make new 
ones, and connect with their 
spirits and hearts.   

For this retreat we are traveling 
to the Oregon coast, hence our 
theme, "Waves of Peace". After 
the past couple of years, it 
seems we could all do with an 
infusion of peace for our souls 
and spirits. We are excited to 
be gathering at Salishan Lodge 
in Gleneden Beach. 

Retreat Registration  
(closes October 1) 

$250 Aug. 2 - Oct. 1, 2022 Fees 
a re t ra n s f e ra b l e b u t n o t 
refundable. 

G u e s t ro o m R e s e r v a t i o n 
(cutoff October 14) 

Guestroom Rate: $130.81/
night. Max. 4 guests/room at 
this rate. 
Rate will be honored 3 days 
prior and post event. 
No cancellation fee up to 72-
hrs. before check-in. 
To register, visit the website for 
Northwest Women’s Retreat at 
https://www.nrwr.org 

All-Church Camp at Camp Adams
August 26-28, 2022 

Register is due this Sunday, August 7, for our All-Church Camp at Camp Adams! Join us 
as we worship in the woods, sing around the campfire, swim, fish for crawdads, eat our 
meals together, play together, and strengthen our relationships with God and with each 
other. 
You may sleep in a cabin or your own tent or camper. You do not want to miss this fun 
and spirit-filled weekend. Registration brochures are on the table near the church office 
and on the easel in the lobby. Final registrations and payments are due no later than 
Sunday, August 7.

Our Whole Lives Update
6th Grade Our Whole Lives (OWL) 
6th grade OWL will be held Monday - Friday, August 29 through September 2 from 9 
a.m. to noon in the Peter Horn Lounge. The required parent orientation is Monday, 
August 22 from 6:15 - 7:45 p.m. in the Peter Horn Lounge. Childcare will be provided 
for those with younger children. If you have a rising 6th grader you would like to have 
participate  in  this  developmentally  appropriate,  comprehensive  sexuality  education 
program, contact Jennie Sherlock: jennies@fcceugene.org or leave a message with the 
church office.
8th Grade Our Whole Lives (OWL) 
The cornerstone of  the Our Whole  Lives  curriculum is  the 7-9th grade level.  It  is 
comprised of twenty-six 1 ½ hour sessions. We offer OWL to our 8th graders each year.
This  year  the 8th grade program will  begin October  5.  The two  required  parent 
orientations are Wednesday, September 21 and September 28. If you have an 
8th grader, you should have received an email with a letter of invitation. If you didn’t, or 
if you know of a family with an 8th grader that you think would be interested, contact 
Jennie Sherlock: jennies@fcceugene.org or leave a message with the church office.

Summer fun with 
Congregational Preschool

After 63 years, we made it through yet another school 
year! We continue to offer developmentally appropriate 
play-based curriculum to our  community.  In short,  we 
provide a place where kids can be kids and discover their 
own unique skills while learning about the world around 
them.  Many  of  the  teachers,  myself  included,  often 
remark that CPS is the best place they have worked. Not 
only do our kiddos feel respected and honored but our 
staff does too! 
We had four weeks of summer camp in July and August. 
From dinosaurs to magic, we had fun activities including 
giant  bubbles  and tie-dye.  We are so grateful  and feel 
privileged  to  offer  our  little  ones  this  little  slice  of 
heaven in southeast Eugene.  
Warm regards,
Emma Standish, Director of CPS

mailto:jennies@fcceugen.org
mailto:jennies@fcceugen.org
https://www.nrwr.org
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Shalom     Shalom

About our People
Birthday  blessings  to  Ray Chinn,  who will  be  97  years  old  on 
August 30.

Lift Every Voice Oregon Campaign 
Success Gathering for IP17 (now Measure 114) 
Friday, August 5 at 6 p.m. in the Wheeler Room 

Come and celebrate together the November 2022 Oregon Ballot Approval of IP17. Oregon 
petition circulators collected 160,498 signatures; far above the 112,000 required!
Marilyn Keller, LEVO Chief Petitioner and a captivating jazz, gospel and blues singer, will 
grace us with her voice and share plans to make Measure 114 a success on November 8, 
2022. Statewide petition circulators are invited to this gathering as well as those eager to 
hear about what's next.
Measure 114 needs all of our help. We are making history as the only grass-root Common 
Sense  Gun  Safety  legislation  petition  drive  in  the  U.S. If  we  are  successful,  it  will 
reverberate across the rest of the U.S.
Please RSVP to this  email: eugenelevogunsafety@gmail.com if  you will  come to 
celebrate and hear about next steps!

Lectionary Text 
August 7 
Living into the Promise 
Hebrew 11:1-3, 8-16 

August 14 
Restore Us 
Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19 

August 21 
Healing Reign 
Luke 13:10-17 

August 28 
Open Table 
Luke 14:1, 7-14 

mailto:eugenelevogunsafety@gmail.com

