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November 14, 2022
Dear members of First Congregational Church, UCC,
After prayerful discernment and in consultation with Lisa, my family, and church leadership, I feel
that the time has come for me to retire from pastoral ministry and ask for relief from my duties as
Senior Minister of First Congregational Church. I will be continuing to serve, in the near future, until
the Church leadership has chosen and hired an Intentional Interim Transitional Senior Pastor. This
could be as early as February 1 st or sometime in March/April.
For over 9 wonderful years, I have continually felt the strong and joyful affirmation of my call to
serve this remarkable church. We have grown together, navigating the winds of the Spirit in a sea of
ever-changing currents. I have deepened and widened my faith, and I hope many of you have as well.
Through it all you have supported me and Lisa with love and grace, always encouraging me as your
Senior Pastor to be bold and risk trying new ideas for ministry. You have helped shape my
understanding of what ministry can be and demonstrated a distinctive and vibrant model of a loving
Progressive Christian community. I have loved every day of our time together, even when times were
hard and the way uncertain. With all of that in my heart, I am now convinced that the work God has
called me to do at FCC is coming to a close.
Through the years, we have walked through many joys and sorrows, triumphs and disappointments.
Collectively, we did our best to follow in the ways of love with integrity. In all things, we have
honored our God and one another as the Spirit has led us. We have forged deep and lasting
connections that are firmly rooted in the grace of Jesus Christ. While the love and respect of such
relationships can never be undone, the nature of our bond will shift in ways that are significant and
necessary.
Lisa and I want you to be aware that we have put our house on the market and plan to move to New
England to be closer to our children, Laura and James, and our dear grandchild, Lily. If our home
sells early, we will move into a temporary apartment until my transition work with the new Interim
Senior Minister is complete. We will always treasure the memories of many, many occasions spent
with you in our home and the good food, good ideas and good fellowship that we have shared.
Today, the Church universal is in a season of realignment, and the Spirit is beckoning FCC to reclaim
and re-energize God’s vision and mission. I believe my resignation opens a door for new possibilities
to emerge and inspire energetic, fresh visions to take hold and expand. While it is not easy to leave, I
know that the core strength of this church remains in the gifted and dedicated staff, faithful and
compassionate church leaders, and all of you.
I look forward to discovering new aspects of myself while Lisa and I look forward to strengthening
ties to our family back East. I believe, with all my heart, that God will prepare the fertile soil that is
First Congregational Church to receive a new planting of God’s creation and vibrant spirit, and that
that spirit will flourish and grow strong in a renewed landscape.
In faith, hope and overflowing gratitude,

The Rev. Jonathan J. Morgan

