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First Congregational Church, UCC 
1050 East 23rd Avenue 
Eugene, OR  97405 
Phone (541) 345-8741 
Fax (541) 345-2192 
Website: fcceugene.org 

Senior Minister  
The Reverend Jonathan J. Morgan 

Associate Minister 
The Reverend Jessica Shine 

Youth Minister 
Mark Lindberg 

Director of Children &  
Family Ministries 
Gretchen Jewett 

Music Ministries 
Jared Fischer, Director of Music 
Ministries 
Barbara Baird, Organist 
Vicki Brabham, Keyboardist 
Jennifer Sellers, Bell Choir Director 

Our Whole Lives Director 
Jennie Sherlock 

Director of Fellowship Ministries,  
Office Administrator 
Dana Clark 

Bookkeeper 
Kim Dorr 

Director of Facilities 
Dennis Moreno 

Director of Congregational Preschool 
Emma Standish 

 
We are an open and affirming, progressive Christian church,              

seeking to live Jesus’ vision of community and mission.

Transformational Giving
“And a generosity that never runs dry…”  Psalm 112 
GIVING. It’s something we all do every single day. It can be as small as giving a 
child a hug, or as large as presenting a loved one with a special gift. It can even be 
a friendly smile to a stranger. With givers, there are also receivers. Receivers can 
be people, pets, organizations… 
But the receiver is often the same person as the giver. Think about how you feel 
when you give a gift.  When you see someone’s face light up or even a tear of 
gratitude after giving a gift;  they have just given you  their gift of joy and deep 
appreciation. That’s because giving - true, spirit led heartfelt giving - is reciprocal 
and transformational. 
By pledging your financial support for 2023, we 
can continue to light up the faces of our youth 
as they tell us stories about how their lives are 
changed  as  they  volunteer  for  Sierra  Service 
Project  and  ongoing  local  Creation  Justice 
restoration projects. The lives of these vibrant 
young  people  have  been  transformed  by  your 
giving to our church. 
Your generous gifts also make it possible for our 
music program to give you the gift of our choir 
singing  beautiful  hymns  during  worship, 
teaching our youngest angels what it means to 
make “joyful noise” and listening to the magical 
bell choir. 
Our  Social  Justice  and  Witness  team  works 
tirelessly to be good stewards of your money while discerning how FCC can best 
serve our neighbors in need. Feeding hungry mouths, helping to keep the heat on 
for a struggling family, and advocating for compromised populations is all possible 
because of your passion for this church. You demonstrate your love in so many 
ways with your time and money. Thank you.
Consecration Sunday is November 20. Please join us as we celebrate your gifts to 
FCC and their impact on transforming lives. Then stay for the potluck luncheon 
following worship. AND, be sure to bring your gift of non-perishable food items 
for the FFLC Food Drive on Consecration Sunday!
The FCC Stewardship Committee
Clark  Compton,  Liz  Gill,  Lynne  Hellesvig,  Dean Kokjer,  Susie  Leo,  Jonathan Morgan, 
Jessica Shine, Jean Stover
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From the board…
The  All  Church  Survey  was  completed  and  shared  with  the  congregation  in 
September. Much to our delight, a total of 186 persons completed the survey. Thanks 
to each and every one of you for participating in this important effort. We now have 
information about the hopes,  dreams and challenges of FCC. The responses,  and 
especially the written comments, reinforced the belief that people have a deep love 
for First Congregational Church, care about the social  justice work we do in the 
community, are inspired by our music ministries, value our teaching and preaching 
ministries, and have a whole lot of different ways to express their ideas.
A small group of FCC board members and staff  has been formed to plan a Staff/
Board retreat to take the next steps to lead the church forward. The retreat will 
utilize the findings of the All Church Survey to set new visions and goals. 
A major  milestone  in  the  life  of  FCC was  the  formal  inauguration of  a  Finance 
Committee.  This  committee,  comprised of  the chairs  of  the personnel,  facilities, 
stewardship and endowment committees, the board treasurer, the vice moderator of 
the board and members of the congregation, will meet regularly to guide the church 
in its financial activities, including establishing and managing a budget. Larry Flick 
was  appointed  to  serve  as  church  treasurer  and  a  first  order  of  business  was  to 
nominate and approve John Soper as Chair of the Finance Committee. Your church 
board is grateful to have an experienced and skilled team to help manage our fiscal 
affairs. 

Blessings to each of you. 

Summary of Church Financials through September 30, 2022

In an effort to be transparent with church funds, we report the financials monthly.

Pastor Jonathan 
offers heartfelt 
thanks for his time 
of Sabbatical… 

I write with a very full heart for 
the gift of Sabbatical time away 
from the rigors of ministry this 
past summer. During the Central 
Pac ific Conference Annual 
Gathering at our church the last 
weekend of September, our 
Conference Minister, the Rev. 
Tyler Connoley, correctly named 
the third year of pandemic 
ministry as the hardest of all. I 
certainly found this to be true. 

And so, I am very grateful to our 
talented staff, our hard-working 
church leadership, and all of you 
for the gift of Sabbatical time 
and for the incredibly life and 
faith expanding trips of a lifetime 
that were made possible by that 
gift.   Thank you!   I am also very 
grate fu l that our min is t ry 
continued to regain momentum 
through the efforts of all of you 
and through the capable and 
faithful guidance of Pastor 
Nancy. 

Returning home in September, I 
was immediately struck by the 
vitality and strength of this 
ministry.   Your dedication and 
care have provided a very strong 
foundation from which to build 
and for this blessing I am also 
grateful. 

God bless, Pastor Jonathan

Monthly Year-to-date

Pledged Income $33,370 $383,920

Unpledged Income $2,330 $15,730

Offering Plate $990 $5,480

Other Income $28,820 $155,170

Total Income $55,510 $560,300

Total Expenses $63,910 $533,610
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Green Line                                    
by Brenda Kame’enui 

Environmental Cost 
of Returning That Sweater 

I’ve done it more times than I 
want to admit, but now I think 
about the effect of a return 
b e f o r e I b u y. A s o n l i n e 
shopping has grown, returns 
have become part of the 
shopping culture. 

In 2021, $218 billion in online 
purchases were returned. Retail 
shops also feel the pain of 
increasing returns. 

While we like to think returns 
are restocked, a quarter of 
them (5 billion pounds worth) 
arrive unsuitable for restocking. 
From the back room, they go to 
the landfill. The 15 billion 
pounds that don’t get dumped 
must be examined and sent for 
stocking somewhere. It costs 
less for large retailers to throw 
away the goods than find 
another sales or recycling 
outlet. 

We can picture the carbon 
footprint of destroying goods. 
Add to the picture hauling 
returned goods, which creates 
15 million metric tons of carbon 
dioxide emissions per year. 

Good news is that resale is on 
the rise with retailers and 
consumers. Patagonia does not 
dispose of returned products 
and buys used Patagonia 
apparel to resell on its Worn 
Wear market. More companies 
to follow. 

Keep the sweater and stay 
warm! 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/
forbestechcouncil/2022/04/22/
the-environmental-cost-of-free-
returns-how-to-ensure-returns-
bolster-sustainability-and-the-
c y c l i c a l - e c o n o m y / ?
sh=c11131b25140 

Mark your calendars: 
Upcoming recycling events

After another successful plastic round-up in October, the FCC Green Team is planning 
two more recycling events.

Styrofoam collection:   
Sunday, January 8 
Sunday, January 15  
Because toys, electronics, and other 
household items often come packed 
in  Styrofoam,  we  are  holding  a 
S ty rofoam  roundup  af te r  the 
holidays.  Please bring Styrofoam to 
church  (downstairs)  on  either  of 
these two Sundays.
Photo:  October  8th’s  recycling  collection 
was a success!

Plastic roundup: 
Saturday, April 29, 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
We will be collecting plastics labeled #2, 4, and 5. Labels must be removed and the 
containers must be squeaky clean. We will also collect Styrofoam at this event. 
PLEASE NOTE: Sanipac and Lane Apex garbage services are currently accepting #1 
and #2 bottles and jugs (no tubs) in the curbside comingle bin. Labels do not have to be 
removed but the containers should be clean.

First Congregational becoming                  
Green Certified!

BRING Recyling has been a valuable force in Lane County since 
1971,  encouraging  recycling  and  helping  our  community  reduce 
waste and consumption of natural resources. A primary focus these 
days is on community education and certification as “Rethink” or Green Biz.
10  years  ago First  Congregational  Church worked hard  to  get  the  church BRING 
certified as a “Green” church under the leadership of Terri Brown. That designation 
was in need of renewal, and this spring we re-started the process.  
First,  the  Green  Team,  church  staff,  and  members  of  the  Facilities  Committee 
completed a very comprehensive checklist. We reported on varied issues: the kind of 
paper we were using, the type of light bulbs, cleaning products, how we recycled. We 
reported  on  the  kinds  of  appliances  we  have,  the  way  we  maintain  our  hot  water 
heaters, and so much more. The checklist, just by itself, was educational. Here is a link 
for those who would like to explore:
https: / /bringrecycling.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/BRING-Rethink-
Checklist-2021.pdf
After completion of the checklist, BRING staff spent two hours touring the church. In 
early September we received a report indicating seven things we need to change or 
make a plan to change in order to be granted certification. All these are very achievable 
and we hope to be able to celebrate our “Green Church” status by Christmas. Stay 
tuned! 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/forbestechcouncil/2022/04/22/the-environmental-cost-of-free-returns-how-to-ensure-returns-bolster-sustainability-and-the-cyclical-economy/?sh=c11131b25140
https://www.forbes.com/sites/forbestechcouncil/2022/04/22/the-environmental-cost-of-free-returns-how-to-ensure-returns-bolster-sustainability-and-the-cyclical-economy/?sh=c11131b25140
https://bringrecycling.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/BRING-Rethink-Checklist-2021.pdf
https://bringrecycling.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/BRING-Rethink-Checklist-2021.pdf
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From the Social Justice and 
Witness Committee  

The  FCC  Church  Survey  results  for  Social  Justice  &  Witness  indicated  that  the 
church’s social justice and witness efforts are one of the top reasons people come to FCC. 
The committee was pleased to learn that 70% of those taking the survey were satisfied or 
very satisfied with the work of the committee (19%  had no opinion).  SJ&W members 
discussed other ways we can inform our church family and engage them in social justice 
activities. 
Did you know that last year, for example, SJ&W coordinated several collection drives, 
for jackets, socks and winter weather accessories, and prepared foods and hygiene supplies, 
even during COVID; held a recycling drive;  provided ongoing financial  support and 
volunteers for the Interfaith Food Hub; supplied food and hygiene items for the Little 
Free Pantry; gathered signatures to place a gun control measure on the November ballot; 
and made a significant donation to support our brothers and sisters in Ukraine? And, 
FCC volunteers join forces with Eugene Catholic Worker to pass out meals to about 60 
people near the Washington Bridge. 
For the coming year, SJ&W has chosen to concentrate on helping and/or partnering with 
at-risk  children  and  youth.  We  voted  unanimously  to  support  TransPonder.  The 
organization  hosts  numerous  programs  for  trans  and  gender  diverse  youth  and  their 
families, including art classes, clothing swaps, yoga, support groups, and counseling. We 
soon will be fleshing out specific ways FCC can work with Transponder. Many thanks to 
Ann Fidanque for researching and proposing this future partnership. 
Our Tasajera Committee organized its annual World Communion Sunday on October 
2, to honor FCC’s contributions to the community of Tasajera, El Salvador. To learn more 
about how we, as a faith community, support our Global Mission in Tasajera and fund 
Tasajera scholarships,  visit  our church website:  https://fcceugene.org/our-global-mission-
to-t-asajera-el-salvador/   

Our Housing Initiative is working with St. Vincent de Paul for next steps to filling the 
Parkside homes (the two homes located on FCC property at 24th Ave.) with new families. 

The Central Pacific Conference Annual 
Gathering took place in Eugene, September 
23 to 25.  Two SJ&W committee members 
agreed to set up an informational table to 
share  with  conference  participants.  A 
photographic  d i sp lay  of fered  some 
examples of  social  justice actions we have 
engaged in, including our Global Mission in 
Tasajera. 
We would like to increase readership of the 
Social  Justice  and  Witness  list  that 

Chris Cunningham has published in Monday’s church email for the past 2 ½ years. Each 
week, the list provides a dozen or so opportunities for action to inspire and educate on 
climate and green justice, racism, mental health, poverty and homelessness, food scarcity, 
LGBTQ issues, and immigration, as well as volunteer opportunities at church and in the 
Eugene-Springfield community. Watch for a new user-friendly format coming soon. 
The SJ&W Committee is having a retreat to set goals for the coming year. If you are 
on the committee or would like to join the committee, please plan on attending the 
meeting on Saturday, Nov. 19 from 9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. in the Wheeler Room. This 
m e e t i n g  w i l l  b e  fa c i l i t a t e d  b y  L a u r i e  Sw a n s o n-G r i b s k o v.  Co n t a c t 
justiceandwitness@fcceugene.org if you are interested in joining the committee.

SVdP Annex 
Meals/Cooking 

O n c e m o r e o u r 
c o n g r e g a t i o n h a s t h e 
opportunity to provide 
meals for the residents of St. 
Vincent de Paul's Annex, 
their overnight shelter 
program.  The program is 
hous ing around 60-80 
people.   The residents are 
able to stay at the Annex 
24/7 now. 

The system has changed to 
a new model for meals. Each 
congregation or organiza-
tion wanting to provide 
meals is signing up for one 
o r t w o d i n n e r s a n d 
breakfasts a month instead 
of signing up for consecu-
tive days.  At this point, our 
congregation is signed up 
for the second Saturday 
dinner and second Sunday 
breakfast. 

For now, we will be fixing 
the dinners in our church 
kitchen and taking the meal 
over to the Annex.  Breakfast 
foods will also be delivered 
at the same time for the 
following morning. For the 
November and December 
cooking, the Shelter/Annex 
Committee will be providing 
the meals, but please watch 
f o r a n o p p o r t u n i t y t o 
volunteer to provide food or 
prepare meals in the new 
year.  

If you have questions or 
would like to help, please 
contact Babs Sullivan.

https://fcceugene.org/our-global-mission-to-t-asajera-el-salvador/
https://fcceugene.org/our-global-mission-to-t-asajera-el-salvador/
mailto:socialjustice@fcceugene.org
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Mujeres Luchadores 
Progresistas      
Christmas Wreaths  

This is the 24th year(!) FCC is 
supporting the sale of fresh, hand-
tied Christmas wreaths made by the 
women of Mujeres Luchadores 
Progresistas (MLP), a Woodburn-
based women’s cooperative. This 
wreath project provides needed 
income for farm worker families 
during the winter months and creates 
opportunities for the women to gain 
financial management and leadership 
skills. The wreaths are beautiful, fresh 
and fragrant, made of noble fir with 
accents of holly sprigs, and pine 
cones. They are 24-26 inches in 
diameter and cost $40.  

If you would like to order a wreath, 
please  bring a check made out to 
“MLP” or cash to the church lobby 
b e f o r e o r a f t e r s e r v i c e s o n 
November 6, 13, 20 or 27 (or drop off 
at the church office during office 
hours). The order will be placed on 
Monday, November 28, so checks or 
cash must be into the office by that 
Monday morning. 

Wreaths will be avail- 
able for pick up at the 
lower church parking 
lot on Sunday, December 4th 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Women’s Fellowship 

The Women's Fellowship will meet on 
Sunday, Nov. 13,  from 4 to 5:30 p.m. 
p.m. (new time!). We will be led by Val 
Hazen in Dances for Universal Peace 
and Embodied Prayer. Please wear 
comfortable clothing and join us for a 
time of spiritual renewal.  

In December, we will meet on 
Sunday, Dec. 11, from 4 to 5:30 p.m. 
for our annual Angel Cards activity. 

Questions? Please email Marjie at 
womensfellowship@fcceugene.org. 

Central Pacific Conference 
Annual Gathering

Thank you for extending the extravagant welcome of Christ to our guests over the 
September  23-25  weekend!  Over  a  dozen  FCC Hospitality  Volunteers  shared 
smiles,  hugs,  songs,  heart,  and  presence  during  the  annual  gathering.  We 
welcomed nearly 40 ministers for boundary training (including some of our staff 
and  seminarians),  as  well  as  over  120  participants  both  in  person  and  online, 
representing 30 churches. 
Saturday evening the conference honored The Reverend Don Gall’s 60 years of 
ordained ministry.  Several  of  our ministry teams offered Knowledge Camps to 
delegates,  including  Tasajera,  Our  Whole  Lives,  and  Social  Justice  & Witness. 
Likewise, several members of our financial ministry teams and church board met 
with the Reverend Andrew Warner to learn how we can deepen the culture of 
generosity.  Gratitude to  Mary  Nyquist  Koons  who created a  special  quilt  and 
greeting cards for the Central Pacific Conference.
Special  shout  out  to  our  church  staff  (and  our  seminarians)  who  made  calls, 

collaborated,  and  met  on  endless 
Zooms to plan with our siblings for 
a  weekend  of  celebration:  Beth 
Pfeiffer,  Dana,  Kim,  Mark,  Jared, 
Jenn ie ,  Barbara ,  and  Pa s tor 
Jonathan  (who  was  running  the 
sound  system  upstairs!).  So  many 
folk  a lso  provided  warm  and 
inviting  music  throughout  the 
weekend.
Thank  you  for  showing  up  in 
whatever way was possible for you. 
So  many  of  our  guests  expressed 
excitement  and  gratitude  because 

of meeting YOU!
Thank  you  Delegates  representing  First  Congregational  UCC,  Eugene:   Judy  Fowler; 
Trisha and Elise Chapman; Steve Carmichael
Thank you Hospitality Team Members: Joan Rawlings-Boyd, Stephanie Lonergan, Jean 
Stover, Susie Leo, Vic Mann, Val Hazen, David Hazen, Beth Pfeiffer.
Thank  you  Building  Clean-up  Crew:  David  Hazen,  Mary  Nyquist  Koons,  Brent 
Clark, Jim Weston
Thank you Kitchen Crew:  Sarah Neill,  Jim & Jane Brown, Susan Simonton,  Joan 
Rawlings-Boyd,  Val  &  David  Hazen,  Valerie  Garrick,  Karen  Krumrey,  Lisa 
Morgan, Susan Stafford & Scott Wiggins, Beth Pfeiffer & Dave Clements, Judy 
Beaudet,  Mary Mowday, Jackie Stokes,  Shari  Hetzke, Gil  Hulin,  Camilla Pratt, 
Paulette Montplaisir
Thank you to Dependable Cleaning for working extra days over the weekend to keep 
the church fresh and welcoming.

mailto:womensfellowship@fcceugene.org
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Kids Community November Topics:
We  have  been  having  a  lot  of  fun  in  Kids  Community!  All  children  in 
kindergarten through 5th  grade are invited to participate.  Our topics for the 
month of November include:
November 6th: Exploring Communion
November 13th: Living Generously
November 20th: Expressing Gratitude
November 27th: No Kids Community, children are invited to attend worship 

Calling All Actors and Costumers!
Can you believe it?! It is already time to start planning for our Advent Pageant 
for this year. Very exciting to begin working on this as we have not shared this 
pageant inter-generationally in our sanctuary since 2019! 
This is a fun and meaningful way to bring the season of Advent to life and will 
take  place  in  worship  during  December  and  on  Epiphany  Sunday.  We need 
adults and children who are interested in acting. If acting is not your thing, we 
will need your creative energy to put together our costumes! 
Contact Gretchen Jewett at gretchenj@fcceugene.org if you are interested.
Adult Roles: Elizabeth, Zachariah, Angel Gabriel, Inn Keeper, Roman Soldier, 
Shepherds, 3 Kings
Teen  Roles:  Mary,  Joseph,  Angel  Gabriel,  Inn  Keeper,  Roman  Soldier, 
Shepherds

Kid Roles: Angels, Shepherds, Stable Animals 

8th Grade Our Whole Lives
8th Grade OWL on Wednesday nights is going great! We’ve had 4 classes so far 
this fall. 
Topics have included values, language, and anatomy and physiology. Coming up: 
personal concerns about puberty, body image, and then a series of classes on 
gender expression, roles and stereotypes, gender identity and sexual orientation 
which culminate in two panels where we have guest speakers come in and share 
their  personal  stories and experiences of discovering their  sexual  orientation 
and gender identity.

Barbara Baird ~ Bach in Beall concert
You are invited on Sunday,  November 20 at  3  p.m. to a  musical  experience! 
Barbara Baird is offering a concert, Bach in Beall. Celebrating 35 years of teaching 
at the University of Oregon, and 50 years since the installation of the Jürgen 
Ahrend pipe organ, Dr. Baird is performing a program featuring the music of 
J.S. Bach. 
The world-renowned Baroque style pipe organ has served the university well for 
5 decades. Tickets are $10 ($5 students/seniors). 

Music Ministries 

The Chancel Choir has been preparing 
exciting music for the Christmas 
season this month and we need your 
voice to make this year's Lessons and 
Carols service (on December 18) a 
success. Please join us for this exciting 
season!  

On October  19, the Chancel Choir 
began a process of looking inward to 
define the choir's mission here at FCC. 
We are asking ourselves three 
questions: 1) what do we do? 2) why is 
it worth doing? and 3) how should we 
do it? We had a lively and inspiring 
conversation on Questions 1 and 2, 
a n d w e ' re l o o k i n g f o r w a rd t o 
continuing the conversation soon with 
Question 3. Stay tuned. 

Meanwhile, the Bell Choir has had a 
strong start to the season. There's 
something about the vibration of bells 
that reaches deep into our bodies. You 
can feel the vibrations in your bones. 
Moreover, playing the bells offers a 
great point of entry for anyone looking 
to try their hand at making music and 
literally feeling those good  vibrations 
up close and personal. Email Jennifer 
Sellers at  jrts57@gmail.com  if you 
would like to add your hands to this 
amazing communal instrument. 

Jared Fischer 
Director of Music Ministries 

Children’s Choir 

Calling all children ages 5 and up: 
Let's sing together! Jared Fischer and 
Jennifer Sellers will be gathering with 
any young singers at 5:30 p.m. before 
Wednesday Night Connections.   Join 
us for songs and fun in the Wheeler 
Room for 30 minutes before joining 
your family for supper. 

Join us and let's make some music! 

mailto:gretchenj@fcceugene.org
mailto:jennys@fcceugene.org
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Introducing:                
Dennis Moreno, our      
new Facilities Manager 

Hello to All! 

My wife, Cheryl, and I live on 3 1/2 acres 
in the Marcola area. We have loads of fun 
working on our small piece of Heaven on 
Earth! We have adopted two donkeys 
(named Hall and Oats) via BLM from 
Arizona. Rounding out the cast of 
characters is our black lab Ebony, and a 
24 pounds cat, Charles Barkley. 

Pictured above: Hall and Oates 

We really enjoy camping and spending 
time with our family which includes our 
two daughters and their spouses. We 
have four grandchildren ranging in ages 
16 to 27; three grandsons and one 
granddaughter. 

I am very excited to join the FCC team 
and work to enhance church programs 
and community outreach! I will be 
anxious to get better acquainted with the 
entire church family. 

Thank you all, for the warm welcome! 

Dennis Moreno, Facilities Manager 

Delegate Report from Central Pacific 
Conference Annual Gathering

Trisha Chapman, Delegate from FCC 
The annual  gathering was a wonderful  weekend.  I  truly enjoyed meeting 
other delegates and pastors from all over our conference. The dancing on 
Friday was joyful, and spiritual. I felt better about the state of our church, 
post-pandemic, after talking to many people from around the conference 
who  said  their  church’s  were  in  a  state  of  change  and  rebirth  as  well. 
Breaking  bread  with  a  diverse  population  of  people  was  a  spirit-filled 
endeavor. My cup was overflowing after the amazing, collaborative service 
on Sunday filled with beautiful music, dancing, prayers and reflections.
Judy Fowler, Delegate from FCC 
From the time I stepped into the atrium and was greeted by my friend, Susie 
Leo, until I left after our Sunday service, I felt the love and support of my 
church family. An added bonus was having The Reverend Melanie Oomen 
on one of the conversation panels. It was great to reconnect with our former 
associate minister. 
This was my first time being part of  this  meeting and hanging out with 
UCC folks. I enjoyed the round table discussions called World Café because 
it’s there that I heard the stories of other churches. Some of them were 
similiar  to  our  own  stories,  of  loss  and  change,  of  conquering  new 
technologies to continue to be together, of questions about the future. It 
surprised me to realize how small some of our churches are. They seem to 
have suffered the most. We even heard of the church in Astoria selling their 
church  building!  I  heard  of  another  that  is  questioning  the  need  for  a 
physical church! Many more are suffering from lack of financial support. 
I contributed my perspective on FCC by talking about our journey through 
grief,  both  before  and because  of  the  pandemic.  I  cited  the  way  Pastor 
Jonathan was able to learn and lead us through the isolation using Zoom and 
YouTube to continue our ministry. I talked about the virtual choir anthems 
we put together because of the skill and dedication of John Stephens and 
Barbara Baird. 
I talked about how FCC is coming back to life. People are returning to the 
pews. We have a fresh new Associate Pastor, and a refreshed Senior Pastor 
to help us move forward. We have a young new Music Director. Both Pastor 
Jessica  and  Jared  are  injecting  vigor  into  our  services.  I  mentioned  the 
recent survey our Board conducted, and my surprise at some of the division 
it uncovered, and my faith in the Board to use this as a roadmap to guide 
our work in the future. 
The business meetings were tedious, as I find all of them, but I was happy 
to learn of the support the conference is giving to Camp Adams. This is such 
an important ministry for families and youth, and the young-at-heart, like 
myself! I’m glad it will continue to be successful. 
I was very thankful  for  the way FCC stepped up to make this  weekend 
successful.  I  was very proud to introduce myself  as  a member here.  The 
Sunday service was the high point of the weekend. It was nice to see the 
folks I met at the round tables join the choir. The service was moving and 
beautiful and filled me up! 
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Upcoming Adult 
Education Classes 

Sundays in the  Chapel at 9 a.m. 
Experience the practice of Lectio 
Divina (Sacred Words), an opportunity 
for more connection in a small group 
format. No prior reading is necessary. 
We welcome you to engage and listen 
to what Spirit is speaking. 

Sundays in the Wheeler Room  
at 9 a.m. ~ Don Gall, Facilitator 
November 6, 13 & 20 
“A Conflict of Values” 
A Three-Part Ser ies on Nat ive 
Americans and the Church 

What was on the table at that first 
Thanksgiving dinner besides turkey 
and venison that fed a national 
appetite for genocide and land theft 
that even the Church became party to? 

Session II - Nov. 13: "Jesus on the Rez"  

Session III - Nov. 20: “Reparations" 

Weekly session topics with background 
resource papers and suggested books 
for additional reading will be provided 
in advance in the weekly all-church 
emails. 

December 4, 11 & 18 
“A Gospel of Hope in an Age of 
Hopelessness” 

The Gospel of John is an allegorical 
description of “the seven mighty acts” 
of Jesus that offered hope to the 
disillusioned at the end of the first 
century.   Can it still do that for us 
today?  

’Ohana Youth Ministries
It  i s  so  nice  to  be  back 
together,  in  person!  Our 
Sierra Service Project Sunday 
worship offering was a major 
highlight and a joy for all  of 
us. Our young adults were so 
articulate  in  their  sharing, 
exhibiting their maturity and 
teaching us all about what it means to be in community. Thank you for your 
love, prayers and support of our SSP participants. 

We are also excited about our group 
of nine high school Faith Explorers. 
Our  Faith  Exploration  classes  met 
weekly  this  fall,  culminating  in  an 
overnight retreat and a celebration of 
our  participants  during  worship  on 
Sunday,  October  16.  FCC’s  Faith 
Exp lorat ion  Program  i s  a 
concentrated  time  of  fellowship 
building, faith explorations, and open 
conversations on what it means to be 

a  Christian  and  a  person  of  faith.  We  do  this  in  a  safe  and  supportive 
environment  through  discussion,  experiencing  and  reflecting  on  worship, 
and exploring the tenets of our progressive Christian faith in comparison 
with other faith traditions - including Judaism, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism 
and indigenous spirituality. The goal is to allow our youth to build positive and 
grace-filled relationships with other students and members of the congregation, 
to gain a deeper understanding of God’s love for all people, and to awaken a 
desire to begin their personal faith journey within the embrace of our church 
community. Thank you for celebrating our Faith Explorers during worship in 
October!
We’ve  also  been  immersing  ourselves  in  service  opportunities,  already 
completing  a  litter  clean-up along  the  Willamette  River,  an  invasive  species 
removal project and a trail building event at Buford Park.
Many thanks go out to all of our participants, over 65 individuals showed up for our last 3 
events, and we are so grateful. 
It takes many hands to do this work effectively and with your help, we can have 
an even more significant impact. These opportunities for service are fantastic 

ways  to  build  community  and  foster 
connection both with our people and with 
Mother  Earth...all  in  the  beauty  of  the 
outdoors in God’s creation! 
Our  next  event  i s  the  Turt le  F lats 
Restorat ion  Pro ject  Sur vey  on 
Saturday, November 12, from 10:30 a.m. - 
1:30 p.m. You can find all  the details  and 
reg i s te r  today  on  the  SOLVE 
website: https://www.solveoregon.org/
opportunity/a0C8W00000VApV8/turtle-
flats-restoration-project -  or contact Mark 
Lindberg at markl@fcceugene.org. All  are 

https://www.solveoregon.org/opportunity/a0C8W00000VApV8/turtle-flats-restoration-project
https://www.solveoregon.org/opportunity/a0C8W00000VApV8/turtle-flats-restoration-project
https://www.solveoregon.org/opportunity/a0C8W00000VApV8/turtle-flats-restoration-project
mailto:markl@fcceugene.org
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’Ohana Calendar

Sunday, November 6
11:30-12:30 MS Youth Group
4-5:30 p.m. HS Youth Group

Saturday, November 12
10:30-1:30, Tour of Glass Bar 
Island & Turtle Flats plus 
Restoration Project 
Removing invasive English Ivy 
and cutting back blackberries 
AND a wandering tour of the 
restoration area. Intergenera-
tional event – All MS & HS Youth 
e n c o u r a g e d t o a t t e n d , 
communi ty serv ice hours 
verified upon request!  

Sunday, November 13 
11:30-12:30 MS Youth Group
4-5:30 p.m. HS Youth Group 

Sunday, November 20 
10 a.m. Consecration Sunday 
11 a.m. Meal in Fellowship Hall 
4-5:30 p.m. HS Youth Group 

Sunday, November 27 
No youth groups  
(Thanksgiving Holiday) 

Sunday, December 4 
11:30-12:30 MS Youth Group
4-5:30 p.m. HS Youth Group 

Sunday, December 11 
11:30-12:30 MS Youth Group
4-5:30 p.m. HS Youth Group 

Friday, December 16 – 
Tuesday, January 3 
WINTER BREAK 
(Ice Skating Event TBD)

welcome to participate! This will be our opportunity to consider an ongoing partnership 
with Friends  of  Buford  Park,  to  continue  the  work  of  ecological restoration. 
Combining these events with our service oriented curriculum from our UCC national 
setting  -  we  are  deepening  our  spirituality  in  new  ways.  We  are  finding  joy  and 
fulfillment  in  restoring  local  ecosystems  and  stewarding  the  Earth  ---  all  of  God’s 
creation and all of God’s people. We hope you will make it a priority to join us 
on November 12! 

Photo below: Johnson Family Farms

In youth groups, we’re also having fun together while building community. This past 
month  has  included  bowling,  a  church  lock-in,  Walt’s  Wild  Wagon  Ride  and 
pumpkin catapults  at  the  Johnson  Family  Farm,  the  annual  Cauldron  Cup 
competition, and Pumpkin Carving and Pizza! 
Stay  tuned for  more ways  to  get  involved and by all  means,  bring  a  friend!  All  are 
welcome! 
Peace be with you,
Youth Minister Mark Lindberg
markl@fcceugene.org

Pictures from Cauldron Cup and Pumpkin Carving!

mailto:markl@fcceugene.org
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Shalom     Shalom

About our People
Please pray for those who have recently lost loved ones:  
The family, including Bill and Michelle Service, and friends of Marion Service, who died 
September 26. Her service will be held at FCC on Sunday, December 18 at 2 p.m. 
The family and friends of Ginny Starling, who died October 8.
The family and friends of Mary Sue Keating, who died October 19.
The family, including wife Marna Broekhoff,  and friends of Ralph Shattuck, who died 
October 25. His service will be held at FCC on Saturday, November 19 at 2 p.m.
Brent Clark and family, as his mother Marita Taylor died October 31.

Birthday blessings: 
To Nancy Dizney who celebrated her  90 years 
birthday  on  October  5;  to  Patsy  Minter  who 
celebrated her 93 years birthday on October 10; 
to  Jane  King,  who  celebrated  her  99  years 
birthday  on  October  17;  to  Jeanne  Armstrong 
who celebrated her 96 years birthday on October 
23;  to  Phyllis  Saltzman  who  celebrated  her  90 
years birthday on October 31. 
And to Beth Tucker, who celebrated her 98 years 
birthday  on  November  5;  to  Royce  Saltzman, 
who  will  celebrate  his  94  years  birthday  on 
November 18.

Lectionary Text 
November 6 
Hold on to Faith 
2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17 

November 13 
Infinite Possibilities 
Isaiah 65:17-25 

November 20 
Together in Christ 
Colossians 1:11-20 

November 27 
Called to Gift 
Matthew 24:36-44 

Photo: Birthday wishes sung!


