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First Congregational Church, UCC 
1050 East 23rd Avenue 
Eugene, OR  97405 
Phone (541) 345-8741 
Fax (541) 345-2192 
Website: fcceugene.org 

Senior Minister  
The Reverend Jonathan J. Morgan 

Youth Minister 
Mark Lindberg 

Director of Children &  
Family Ministries 
Gretchen Jewett 

Music Ministries 
Jared Fischer, Director of Music 
Ministries 
Barbara Baird, Organist 
Vicki Brabham, Keyboardist 
Jennifer Sellers, Bell Choir Director 

Our Whole Lives Director 
Jennie Sherlock 

Director of Fellowship Ministries,  
Office Administrator 
Dana Clark 

Bookkeeper 
Kim Dorr 

Director of Facilities 
Dennis Moreno 

Director of Congregational Preschool 
Emma Standish 

 
We are an open and affirming, progressive Christian church,              

seeking to live Jesus’ vision of community and mission.

Delightful December
First  Congregational  Church  offers  an  array  of  meaningful  opportunities  to 
worship, play, be in community, make music and celebrate the Advent Season. All 
are invited to participate during this special time of hope, peace, joy and love.
Sunday, December 4 
11 a.m. Advent Festival in Fellowship Hall
Sunday, December 11 
10 a.m. Service of Release for The Rev. Jessica Shine; Poinsettia Deliveries
Wednesday, December 14 
6 p.m. Soup and Singing Wednesday Night Connections in Fellowship Hall
Saturday, December 17 
5-8 p.m. Youth Holiday Party! Games, pizza, movie and fun! (MS & HS youth)
Sunday, December 18 10 a.m. Lessons and Carols Service 
Wednesday, December 21  6 p.m. Taizé Service of Healing 
Saturday, December 24, Christmas Eve worship services 
4 p.m. Family Service, including Advent Pageant
7 p.m. Evening Service, including FCC Chancel Choir
Sunday, December 25 
10 a.m. Christmas Day Worship Service

Christmas Eve Special Offering
What gift can we bring to the Christ Child? A Special Offering will be received 
this  night,  and  will  be  equally  divided  between  two  important  efforts  of  the 
United Church of Christ: The Christmas Fund and Neighbors in Need.
The  Christmas  Fund  has  been  caring  for  active  and  retired  clergy  and  lay 
employees  of  the  UCC  for  over  100  years,  providing  emergency  grants, 
supplementation of small annuities and health premiums, and Christmas “Thank 
You” gift  checks each December to our lower-income retirees.  The Christmas 
Fund is a life-affirming way to care for those who faithfully served the church. For 
more information, visit https://www.pbucc.org/index.php/christmas-fund-home.
Neighbors in Need (NIN) supports UCC ministries of justice and compassion 
throughout the U.S. One-third of funds raised support the Council for American 
Indian Ministry.  Two-thirds  of  this  offering is  used by  the UCC’s  Justice  and 
Witness Ministries to support a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and 
direct service projects through grants; grants are awarded to UCC churches and 
organizations doing justice work in their communities. These grants fund projects 
whose work ranges from direct service to community organizing and advocacy to 
address  systemic  injustice.  For  more  information,  visit  https://www.ucc.org/
neighbors-in-need-offering-faqs/.
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From the board…the busy month of November
I hope you have had a chance to read the series of letters, heard the pastoral moments 
in worship and seen the announcements in the daily emails regarding the changes in 
our  pastoral  leadership.  These  changes  have  been  “earth  shaking”  for  our  church 
family.
In recognition of our financial challenges and changes in pastoral leadership, the FCC 
Board organized three “listening sessions” to hear the “hopes and prayers” and “fears 
and concerns” from the congregation. In addition, we heard many questions that were 
on  the  hearts  and  minds  of  the  congregation.  A total  of  141  people  attended  the 
sessions.  The  sadness,  fears,  hopes  and prayers  of  our  church  are  reflected  in  the 
comments  made  during  the  sessions.  (https://drive.google.com/file/d/146K-
aQxWagRE9Qv1jAzGCPLdN3pmWCu7/view?usp=share_link)
Your church board is creating a transition group that will hire an Intentional Interim 
Pastor. In addition, this group will organize forums to keep the congregation informed 
and involved in the interim process. To date over 20 people have volunteered to be 
part of this group. We will announce the structure and membership of the transition 
group as soon as possible.
Important upcoming events in December and January: 
Pastor Jessica’s service of release during worship was held December 11. This was the 
last opportunity to say thank you and good-bye to Pastor Jessica and Deshna as she 
separates from FCC.
Pastor  Jonathan  will  have  a  service  of  release  during  worship  and  a  celebratory 
reception following worship in Fellowship Hall on January 8, 2023. This will be the last 
opportunity to say thank you and good-bye to Pastor Jonathan and Lisa before he 
separates from FCC.
On January 9, we will welcome Rev. Nancy Ellett Allison to serve as our Pastor for the 
next six weeks.
Please keep our pastors, their families, our staff, board members and all of the FCC 
family in your prayers.  May the Holy Spirit be within and around you this Advent 
season.

Dan Close, Church Moderator 

Summary of Church Financials through October 31, 2022

In an effort to be transparent with church funds, we report the financials monthly.

“The Gospel 
According to John”

A Youth/Adult Education Class 
December 4, 11, 18 at 9 a.m. 
Facilitated by Don Gall 

The Fourth Gospel is shrouded 
in mystery, offering material 
not recorded anywhere else 
and ignoring some of the most 
beloved stories found in the 
other three synoptic gospels, 
leading many to ask "what's it 
all about, John?"   In this three-
session series, we will begin to 
address that question by 
focusing not on the life and 
teachings of the historical 
Jesus but on the  signs and 
symbols of a triumphant and 
living Christ who this gospel 
insists is present within the life 
and mission of the Christian 
Church today.  

Weekly background papers will 
be provided in advance for 
pre-class reading. The focus of 
the three sessions will be: (1) 
The world in which the Fourth 
Gospel appeared; (2) The life 
and t imes of the church 
community to whom it was 
a d d r e s s e d ; a n d ( 3 ) t h e 
message of faith and hope it 
still communicates - both then 
and now. 

Women’s 
Fellowship 

The Women's Fellowship met 
on Sunday, Dec. 11 for our 
annual Angel Cards activity. We 
l i t a c a n d l e a n d s h a re d 
thoughts on words selected 
from cards with inspirational 
words and a drawing of an 
angel showing that word in 
action.  

Questions can be emailed to: 
womensfellowship@fcceugene
.org

Monthly Year-to-date

Pledged Income $26,600 $410,520

Unpledged Income $3,170 $18,900

Offering Plate $690 $6,160

Other Income $36,650 $191,820

Total Income $67,110 $627,400

Total Expenses $61,710 $595,320

mailto:womensfellowship@fcceugene.org
mailto:womensfellowship@fcceugene.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/146K-aQxWagRE9Qv1jAzGCPLdN3pmWCu7/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/146K-aQxWagRE9Qv1jAzGCPLdN3pmWCu7/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/146K-aQxWagRE9Qv1jAzGCPLdN3pmWCu7/view?usp=share_link
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Green Line                                    
by Brenda Kame’enui 

When you’re ready to put the 
furniture back where it belongs and 
dismantle Christmas décor at home, 
c o n s i d e r t h e s e r e c y c l i n g 
opportunities… 

Christmas trees 
Boy Scouts: tree pick up and 
recycling (remove all tinsel and 
ornaments) www.scouttroop182.org 

Your local yard debris collector for 
tree chipping: Put the tree in the yard 
bin, which is for anything that grows 
above the ground. Examples include, 
plants, grass clippings, leaves, small 
branches (no larger than 4 inches in 
d i a m e t e r ) , g a rd e n f r u i t s a n d 
vegetables, bushes and flowers. Do 
NOT put dirt, rocks, pet waste, plastic 
bags or poison oak in yard debris 
cart. 

Rexius takes trees at 150 Highway 99, 
or Lane Forest Products on Prairie 
Road or Franklin Blvd. 

MLP wreath ring 
Remove wire and greens and bring 
the wreath ring back to church for 
MLP to use again. 

Fabric, ribbon, ornaments, holiday 
wrapping and more will be used or 
sold at MECCA, 449 Willamette (next 
to train station). https://materials-
exchange.org/ways-to-give/donate/ 

Styrofoam  
Do NOT put Styrofoam in recycling 
bin or garbage bin, where it breaks 
into pieces and flies away in the pick-
up process. The tiny particles are a 
significant hazard in waterways. Save 
Styrofoam packing from electronics 
and other holiday gifts for the 
January 8 and January 15 FCC 
Styrofoam collection events. 

Recycle Styrofoam at St. Vincent de 
Paul on Seneca Ave. anytime. 

General recycling questions:  
https://www.eugene-or.gov/1470/
Recycling 
https://bringrecycling.org 

Green Team Actions at FCC
On our way to becoming a Creation Justice Church 

First  Congregational 
Church is re-certified 
as a Rethink Business 
w i th  a  Reth ink 
Award! On November 
8 ,  Spencer  Peri l lo 
f rom  BRING  pre-
sented  FCC  with  its 
Rethink award.
Organizations  and 
businesses  achieve 

Rethink  certification  by  practicing  conservation  and  efficiency  actions  in  the 
areas  of  energy,  pollution  prevention,  water  and  more.  BRING analyzed  the 
products we use, the recycling we do, our care for our grounds, and the FCC 
policies and practices around justice, equity and diversity before re-certifying our 
church. We will have some cost savings from changes to higher efficiency lighting, 
but more importantly, we will be better stewards for the environment because of 
the process. Thank you to FCC staff Dana and Dennis for work on this project 
and to the Facilities Committee for their commitment to sustainability. (link to 
find other Rethink businesses: https://bringrecycling.org/rethink-directory/)
Thanks to the Green Team, FCC volunteers and all of you who cleaned and saved 
tubs and items not picked up curbside, another truck load of plastic was saved 
from the landfill in October. Now we are preparing for a Styrofoam collection: 
Sunday, January 8 and Sunday, January 15.
The Green Team and the ’Ohana Youth group are considering a partnership with 
the Interfaith Earthkeepers to “adopt” an area at the confluence of the coast for 
north  fork  of  the  Willamette  River.  Look  for  more  news  to  come  and  the 
opportunity to participate. 

Mark your calendars: 
Upcoming recycling events

After another successful plastic round-up in October, 
the FCC Green Team is planning two more recycling 
events.
Styrofoam collection:  
Sunday, January 8 and Sunday, January 15  
Because  toys,  electronics,  and  other  household  items  often  come  packed  in 
Styrofoam, we are holding a Styrofoam roundup after the holidays. Please bring 
Styrofoam to church (downstairs) on either of these two Sundays.
Plastic roundup: 
Saturday, April 29, 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
We will be collecting plastics labeled #2, 4, and 5. Labels must be removed and 
the containers must be squeaky clean. We will also collect Styrofoam. 
PLEASE  NOTE:  Sanipac  and  Lane  Apex  garbage  services  are  currently 
accepting #1 and #2 bottles and jugs (no tubs)  in the curbside co-mingle bin. 
Labels do not have to be removed but the containers should be clean.

http://www.scouttroop182.org/
https://materials-exchange.org/ways-to-give/donate/
https://materials-exchange.org/ways-to-give/donate/
https://materials-exchange.org/ways-to-give/donate/
https://www.eugene-or.gov/1470/Recycling
https://www.eugene-or.gov/1470/Recycling
https://bringrecycling.org
https://bringrecycling.org/rethink-directory/
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Fall Social Justice actions at 
First Congregational Church

This past month the Social Justice and Witness Committee and members of FCC were 
active in helping our community and our world. As a committee and as a church we:
• Partnered  with  TransPonder,  a  local  non-profit  serving  trans/gender  diverse 

communities and their allies in Lane County.   We donated $2,000 from our local 
mission fund to pay for staff for a 10-month 
long class for trans youth in the Bethel area. 

• Completed  a  successful  tool  drive  for 
Looking Glass. Youth will use these tools as 
they  build  tiny  homes  for  Square  One 
Village. Youth learn construction skills and 
receive  mentoring  from  members  of  the 
community  while  addressing  the  need  for 
helping the unhoused in Lane County. Thank 
you to  all  who donated tools,  and to  Babs 
Sullivan for organizing this drive. 

• Sponsored a food drive for Food for Lane County. 
Hundreds  of  pounds  of  food  were  donated  by 
members of the congregation to help address food 
scarcity  in  our  community.  Thank  you  for  the 
generous support of FCC and to Rick Mowday for 
organizing.

• Donated $1,000 from our Global Mission fund to 
Tasajera to provide flood relief to the island after a 
hurricane struck there this fall.

A very  generous  couple  in  our  congregation  donated 
$8,000  to  address  social  justice  needs  in  our  community  in  the  name  of  FCC.  The 
committee is honored and deeply grateful for this gift. We met on December 12 to make 
final decisions on SJ&W spending with a particular focus on youth and mental health. 

 

Turtle Flats Restoration Project
Deep gratitude to all of you who came out for our Turtle Flats Restoration Project event 
on Saturday, November 12. We had a great turnout, cleared a significant area of English 
ivy and blackberry, planted Douglas Aster and completed a wandering tour of Turtle Flats.
We are looking forward to embracing this opportunity on a longer term basis. It takes 
many hands to do this work, so if you are interested in participating in our next volunteer 
event, please contact Youth Minister, Mark Lindberg, markl@fcceugene.org. Thank you 
for your support of Creation Justice - we are making a difference for Mother Earth! 

Tasajera        
Global Mission 

T h a n k s t o o u r 
congregation’s generosity, 
our Global Mission goal of 
funding education through 
p a r t n e r s h i p h a s b e e n 
reached. The t iming is 
excellent and with joy we 
will be able to support all 
student applicants for the 
2023 school year.  

Since 2012 we have assisted 
100 students; the Tasajera 
community and CIS thank 
you for your prayers and on-
going financial support. 

Coats, Coats, Coats! 

The Social Justice and 
W i t n e s s Co m m i t t e e i s 
organizing a Coat Drive for 
J a n u a r y . K e e p t h i s 
upcoming event in mind as 
you are cleaning out closets 
or out shopping if you see a 
sweet deal. 

When:  Jan. 9 - Jan. 22 

What:  Gently used (or new) 
coats and jackets for men, 
w o m e n , t e e n s , p r e -
s c h o o l e r s … p r e f e r a b l y 
water-proof and warm 

How:  No need to sign up, 
just clean out your closets & 
deliver your coat findings to 
the church in January.  We 
will take all of them! 

mailto:markl@fcceugene.org


Volume 26 Issue 10 Shalom December 2022

5

Music Ministries 

Advent is here and that means 
plenty of excitement for all of us. 
Here's a look at when to mark your 
calendars for magical music. 

December 18 - Lessons and 
Carols Service at 10 a.m. 

The Festival Choir will present 
a  service of lessons and carols, 
featuring both traditional favorites 
and contemporary  carols. Don't 
miss this beautiful service! 

December 24 - Christmas Eve 

Do you have musical talent you 
would like to share with your 
church family? What's more fun to 
sing or play than Christmas music? 
We are looking for folks to provide 
special music on Christmas Eve at 
either or both of the two services (4 
p.m. Family Service and/or the 7 
p.m. Candlelight Service). Email 
Jared at jaredf@fcceugene.org if 
you're interested.  

Jared Fischer 
Director of Music Ministries 

Advent & Christmas          
Organ Concert 

Presented by Barbara Baird 

On Friday, Dec. 16, at noon at First 
United Methodist Church, 14th and 
Olive, Eugene,  Barbara  Baird  will 
present a program of Advent and 
Christmas organ music. Part of 
the Concerts at First annual Advent 
organ recital series, featuring the 
beautiful Hochhalter organ in the 
church sanctuary, this recital is free 
and open to the public.  

Barbara’s program includes settings 
of the carols, “Good Christian 
Friends Rejoice!,” “From Heaven to 
Earth I Come,” and “Savior of the 
Nations, Come!” in a 45 minute 
concert.  

All are welcome to come and enjoy 
music for the Christmas Season! 

Kids Community in December
All  kids  ages  kindergarten through 5th  grade are  invited to join us  for  Advent 
Adventure in Kids Community. Each Sunday we will start the morning at 10 a.m. 
in worship, where we will experience the annual Advent Pageant with the rest of 
the  congregation.  After  the  Advent  Pageant,  we  will  then  depart  for  Kids 
Community where we will dive deeper into the story and the season of Advent 
through books, crafts and games.
December 4th: Special Kids Community Exploring Communion!
December 11th: Advent Adventure
December 18th: Advent Adventure
December 25th: No Kids Community
January 1st: No Kids Community

 

The Annual Advent Pageant is Back!
Once again we are bringing the Advent story to life during worship through our 
annual Advent Pageant! Want to be part of this wonderful tradition? There are 
opportunities for actors of all ages. Please contact Gretchen if you are interested 
in participating. All are welcome! Rehearsals will happen on Sunday mornings at 9 
a.m. prior to worship.
December 4th: Zachariah and Elizabeth
December 11th: Mary and Elizabeth
December 18th: The Journey
December 24th at 4 p.m.: As Shepherds Watched
January 8th: The Three Kings 

Pictured above: Turtle Flats area of Willamette River

Pictured to the left: ivy root pulling!

Pictured on page 4: a big group effort makes a big 
river difference

mailto:jaredf@fcceugene.org
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Shalom     Shalom

About our People
Please pray for those who have recently lost loved ones:  
The family, including Bill and Michelle Service, of Marion Service, as they prepare for 
Marion’s memorial service, which will be held at FCC on Sunday, December 18 at 2 p.m.; 
and for Carol Barnard, whose mother died recently.
Birthday blessings to Carmen Hayes who turned 96 on December 11 and to Jeanette 
Baker who turns 92 on December 28.
Please  pray  for  those  who  have  medical  concerns:  for  Libby  Masarie,  Diana 
Masarie’s mother and longtime FCC member, who is on hospice; for Jim Greenwood, 
who has recently returned home after hospitalization for pneumonia.
Prayers of blessings to Susan Simonton, who has moved to Pennsylvania to be closer to 
family. Please contact the church office for her mailing address.

Pastor Nancy Vehicle Request
Got a spare car or an underused car in your driveway? It would be really helpful if Pastor 
Nancy Ellett Allison, who will be here for six weeks beginning the week of January 9, had 
a car to drive (primarily for pastoral visits and her daily commute to the church). She can 
drive  a  stick  shift  and  hasn’t  gotten  a  speeding  ticket  for  over  20  years  and  has  no 
accidents to her name! Contact the church office if you have a possibility. Thank you! 

Lectionary Text 
December 4 
Vision of Peace 
Isaiah 11:1-10 

December 11 
Heartbeat of Justice 
Luke 1:46b-55 

December 18 
God with Us 
Matthew 1:18-25 

December 25 
Christmas Day 
Isaiah 52:7-10


