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We are an open and affirming, progressive Christian church,              

seeking to live Jesus’ vision of community and mission.

“My deepest vocation is to be a witness to the glimpses of God I have been allowed to catch.” 
 - Henri Nouwen 

Dear Friends in Christ,
As my final worship service on January 8th fast approaches, there is so much I wish to say to 
you all. My heart is filled with emotion as I consider the nine and a half years of shared 
ministry together. It has been an absolute blessing to serve our loving God, this incredible 
church, and all of you, as your Senior Minister. Lisa and I will be leaving Eugene with many 
wonderful memories and deeply grateful hearts.
Since  my  retirement  announcement  on  November  14,  a  lot  has  happened  in  our  lives 
collectively, and for Lisa and me. We sold our house on Brookside Ave in just 2 days and 
moved out in early December. That beautiful home served us well in many ways, including 
welcoming hundreds of you to meetings and meals, over the years. Last week, we bought a 
small home south of Providence, R.I. - 25 minutes from our granddaughter, Lily. We look 
forward to being close to our daughter, Laura, who lives in nearby Boston, and our son, 
James, and his dear family. But, we will sorely miss our son, Nathan, and his partner, Thanh, 
who will  remain here in Oregon. Truly,  we are excited about our future life together in 
Rhode Island and we are feeling the heartache of saying farewell to all of you.
During the worship service on January 8th, we will join together in releasing one another 
from the vows and commitments we made in 2013 at my installation. You will be asked, “Do 
you, the members and friends of First Congregational Church, release Jonathan Morgan from the duties 
of pastor?” One of the questions addressed to me will be, “Do you, Jonathan Morgan, release this 
local church from turning to you and depending on you?” These vows of release remind us that, 
although the spiritual bond we are connected and enriched by within the Church of Jesus 
Christ will never change, the relational nature of that bond will indeed undergo significant 
changes.  
The vows of release are as essential, strong and sure as the vows of commitment that we 
entered into at the beginning of our time together.  They are entered into to ensure the 
integrity and health of the church going forward and to prepare the way for its important 
and  sacred  transitions  to  come.  The  vows  mean  that  after  January  8,  I  will  no  longer 
perform any pastoral services at FCC, lead any worship, funeral or wedding services, nor 
discuss or communicate about any church matters with anyone at the church. These vows 
mean that you will turn to your interim pastors, and then, in God’s time, your new settled 
pastor, for all your pastoral needs and concerns, exclusively.  
In the coming days, the Rev. Nancy Alison will be joining the ministry team at FCC and I 
know  her  superb  skills  as  an  interim  pastor  will  help  prepare  the  grounds  for  your 
transition. In the meantime, the Church Board is beginning its search for a more long-term 
interim pastor. I believe, with all my heart, that God is preparing the fertile soil that is First 
Congregational Church to receive a new planting of God’s creation and vibrant Spirit, and 
the spirit of this beloved, progressive, Christian church will flourish and grow strong in its 
bright and hope-filled future. I will be keeping all of you in my prayers, always.
In faith, hope and overflowing gratitude,
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From the board…
The FCC Church Board has been busy working on three main tasks during the month 
of December. First, we organized a small Transition Hiring Team under the leadership 
of  Martha  Pitts.  This  team is  charged  with  developing  a  job  description  for  the 
Intentional  Interim  Pastor  position.  The  team  created  a  draft  copy  of  the  job 
description at its initial meeting. The board edited and tentatively approved the draft 
on December 19.  We then forwarded the job description to the congregation for 
review and suggestions.
We received 23  written suggestions  from members  of  the  congregation,  staff,  and 
Pacific Conference Minister Rev. Tyler Connoley. The diversity of opinion reflected in 
these suggestions reminded me of the wide range of comments from the All Church 
Survey.  The common thread that  binds  us  together  as  a  congregational  church is 
respect for each other’s opinions, even if we do not fully agree on each and every 
subject. Martha Pitts and I have reviewed all  of the suggestions and attempted to 
incorporate as many as possible into the final draft. We plan to forward the edited 
version  to  the  church  board  for  final  approval  on  December  29.  The  position 
description will be posted to the Pacific Conference of the United Church of Christ 
(UCC) website on January 2, 2023. Rev. Connoley will conduct the initial vetting of 
candidates to assure they have standing to serve in the UCC. Our small Transition 
Hiring Team will review all qualified applicants. We will share the detailed process for 
narrowing the list of applicants, interviewing candidates, and final selection of the 
Intentional Interim Pastor in the near future.
During our December board meeting we had a heartfelt final meeting with Pastor 
Jonathan. As we said our goodbyes, there were many fond memories of the past nine 
years of his and Lisa’s ministry with us. We all wished Jonathan and Lisa the very best 
as they return to the northeast and immerse themselves with their family. Mark your 
calendar  for  Pastor  Jonathan’s  final  worship  service  at  FCC on  January  8,  and  a 
celebration to follow in Fellowship Hall.
Finally, the church board and the finance committee have been working to organize a 
“Budget Conversation” with the congregation prior to the congregational meeting in 
early February. This conversation will take place following worship on January 22. The 
finance committee will develop simple, clear budget materials so that all interested 
members of the congregation are informed of the many decisions that go into the 
creation of the yearly budget. Please plan to attend this budget conversation to learn 
more about, and to participate in, the FCC budget process.
Here’s hoping you have a peaceful and meaningful 2023.
Respectfully submitted,
Dan Close, Board Moderator 
Summary 
of Church 
Financials
through 
November 30.

In an effort to 
be transparent
with church 
funds, we 
report the 
financials 
monthly.

A new Working 
Group on 
Indigenous 
Relations invites 
your participation 

In November, Don Gall led a 
three-part adult education 
program on “Native Americans 
and the Christian Church.” The 
participants met for a fourth 
session to discuss possible 
responses. Then a small group 
of nine church members met 
again, forming a working group 
to carry the questions raised by 
this study forward into our 
ongoing congregational life. 

This working group is just 
beginning to take shape. At this 
point, it doesn’t have a set name 
nor a clear agenda. We’ve 
discussed the possibility of the 
congregation adopting a land 
acknowledgment statement, 
though we are clear that such a 
statement would be an empty 
gesture unless accompanied by 
m e a n i n g f u l a c t i o n . W e 
recognize the importance of 
f o r m i n g a n d s u s t a i n i n g 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i t h o u r 
I n d i g e n o u s n e i g h b o r s i n 
western Oregon as we discern a 
path forward to tell the truth 
about how white settlers came 
to be in these south Willamette 
Valley landscapes, how we 
might help make amends for 
the harm done to Indigenous 
peoples, and how all of us 
might thrive together in the 
future. 

Nancy Menning is serving as the 
chair for this working group. She 
i n v i t e s y o u r q u e s t i o n s , 
suggestions, encouragement, 
and participation (at any level) 
as this working group finds its 
feet. You may contact Nancy 
directly at: 
nancy.menning@gmail.com.

Monthly Year-to-date

Pledged Income $32,780 $443,300

Unpledged Income $2,510 $21,410

Offering Plate $770 $6,930

Other Income $870 $192,690

Total Income $36,930 $664,330

Total Expenses $60,200 $655,440

mailto:nancy.menning@gmail.com
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Coats, Coats, Coats! 

It’s the season of cold and 
rain. The Social Justice and 
W i t n e s s C o m m i t t e e i s 
organizing a Coat Drive this 
month. It’s important to think 
about those who may be 
cold and wet.  

Please help us by cleaning 
out your closets or shopping 
for jackets and coats for 
teens, men, and women and 
donating them to the church. 
We will take it from there 
a n d d e l i v e r t h e m t o 
agencies that have need. 

When:  January 9 - 22 

What:  Gently used (or new) 
coats and jackets for men, 
w o m e n , t e e n s , p r e -
schoolers…preferably water-
proof and warm 

How:  No need to sign up, 
just clean out your closets & 
deliver your coat findings to 
the church. We will take all of 
them! 

Where:  Bring them to the 
church on Sunday mornings 
or during offi ce hours, 
Monday-Friday, 10 a.m. to    
2 p.m. 

Why?  No one should be 
cold and wet this winter!!! 

The Giving Tree ~ a Canopy of Love
Centro Latino Americano 
This year we were able to support nine families at 
Centro  Latino  Americano  during  the  holidays 
through our Giving Tree. Thanks to your generosity 
of spirit, time and resources we were able to provide 
$50 gift  cards to Fred Meyer for each of the nine 
families (to assist with groceries), in addition to two 
carloads  of  colorfully  wrapped  boxes  and  fairly 
bulging gift bags for 27 children ranging in age from 
2 to 18 years old.

Your caring and kindness was felt and much appreciated for the positive impact on the 
Christmas experience the families experienced. 

(Pictured above: Donna Samson & Diana Masarie deliver presents to Centro Latino Americano)
ShelterCare 
Several  members  of  our  church 
family  helped  make  a  merrier 
Christmas for clients who live at 
ShelterCare’s  Medical  Respite 
program.  Many  thanks  to  those 
who  donated  a  total  of  nine 
Albertsons gift cards to this local 19-bed facility that provides emergency shelter, meals, 
medicine  monitoring,  and  case  management  to  people  who  are  unhoused  and  have 
recently been discharged from the hospital. Most clients stay a total of 30 days, giving 
them the opportunity to recover more fully from their health challenges. ShelterCare 
staff used some of the cards to prepare a Christmas ham dinner with all the fixings.

Nightingale 
17  people  living  in  the  Nightingale  Safe  Spot  received  a 
variety of Christmas wishes come true, including new shoes 
and  warm clothing.  “You  are  a  congregation  of  beautiful 
people,” was included in their thank you. We also were able 
to provide gifts cards for emergency shopping needs, such as 
gloves, hand warmers, flashlights (they have no electricity in 
their conestoga huts so these articles are very helpful). We 
also supported a family who had just arrived in Eugene as 
they transitioned out of Nightingale into other housing.
Men’s  and  Women’s  Recovery  Program  at 

the Eugene Mission 
We received requests for 17 gifts from the men’s program and 9 gifts from the women’s 
program. These gifts ranged from people asking for children’s books, bibles, hymnals, 
clothes  and  other  items,  such  as  hair 
grooming kits, as they begin to reach a 
new level of sobriety.
Delivering  the  presents,  which  were 
gifted  in  accordance  to  personal, 
specific  requests,  was  transfixing  for 
many  of  these  people,  who  have 
potentially  not  experienced  that  level 
of responsive listening in many years. A 
big  thank  you  to  the  church  for 
renewing  people’s  hope  during  this 
season of giving.
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2022 Social Justice and Witness Activities at 
First Congregational Church

At First Congregational Church our vision is a just, compassionate, and peaceful world 
that honors all of God’s creation.  Check out the list of FCC activities for 2022. These 
activities were initiated by the Social Justice and Witness committee as well as through 
wider church efforts.  If you have questions or want to get involved in the committee, 
email socialjustice@fcceugene.org. 

At FCC we work for economic justice by caring for those who are unhoused and 
those experiencing poverty. In 2022, our church: 
• Conducted a sock and warm hat drive that brought in two large barrels of hats and 

socks for CAHOOTS and Bent Spoke, programs serving those on the street. 
• Supported  families  and  individuals  in  need  with  more  than  $10,000  in  small  gifts 

through our Good Samaritan Fund (donations are approved by minister) . These funds 
typically paid overnight emergency housing, for gas, a portion of rent, car repairs so 
parents could get to work, etc.  

• Supported  a  holiday  gift  drive  for  83  low  income  children  and  adults  served  by 
CentroLatino, Nightingale shelter, Mission Recovery Program at the Eugene Mission, 
and ShelterCare. 

• Provided $400 to CORE, a non-profit serving those under 29 who are experiencing 
poverty,  lack  of  housing.  Funds  were  to  be  used  for  clothing  vouchers  and  gift 
certificates for needed items. 

• Provided $1,600 to St Vincent de Paul Girl’s Youth House to purchase weekly groceries. 

At FCC, we nurture and support children and youth, with a special emphasis on 
at-risk children. In 2022, our church:  
• Provided $2,000 to Transponder to provide a nine-month class for trans youth in the 

Bethel area. 
• Church members donated $18,000 to support scholarships for 22 students from the isle 

de Tasajera, El Salvador so they could continue their high school, technical or college 
education.  

• Provided backyard landscaping and maintenance for the Looking Glass Station Seven 
House for unhoused youth and youth in crisis, to assure a place of respite and calm

• Provided $500 to the 4J school district’s NATIVES program to provide a drum teacher 
for native youth. 

• Provided $500 to Looking Glass to buy large carpentry tools so that youth can build 
tiny houses for those who are unhoused.

• Conducted  a  tool  drive  for  Looking  Glass  that  brought  in  hundreds  of  dollars  in 
woodworking tools for youth to use in building tiny houses

• Provided $400 to HOOTS, a program serving at risk youth in Lane County so they 
could provide Sweetie Bags for youth experiencing mental health needs.  Bags have 
community resources, snacks, fidget toys and HOOTS special stickers inside.

• Provided $500 to CASA of Lane County to provide scholarships to camps for children 
in foster care, used bicycles, weighted blankets and other items that are not provided by 
the foster care system. 

• Provided $1,200 to Bags of Love, a non-profit program that provides bags of needed 
items  to  children  placed  into  foster  care  or  who  have  experienced  trauma.   Bags 
include a complete set of clothes, school supplies, a blanket, appropriate outer wear and 
more. 

• Provided $100 to School Garden Project to buy seed for children and youth to learn to 
garden. 

Mark your 
calendars: 
Upcoming 
recycling events 

The FCC Green Team is 
planning two more recycling 
events. 

Styrofoam collection:  
Sunday, January 8 and 
Sunday, January 15   
Because toys, electronics, 
and other household items 
often come packed in 
Styrofoam, we are holding a 
Styrofoam roundup after the 
hol idays . P lease br ing 
S t y r o f o a m t o c h u r c h 
(downstairs, collecting in the 
Barber Room) on either of 
these two Sundays. 

Plastic roundup: 
Saturday, April 29, 10 a.m. – 
12 p.m. 

We w i l l b e c o l l e c t i n g 
plastics labeled #2, 4, and 5. 
Labels must be removed 
and the containers must be 
squeaky clean. We will also 
collect Styrofoam.  

PLEASE NOTE: Sanipac and 
Lane Apex garbage services 
are currently accepting #1 
and #2 bottles and jugs (no 
tubs) in the curbside co-
mingle bin. Labels do not 
have to be removed but the 
containers should be clean.

mailto:socialjustice@fcceugene.org
https://coreeugene.org/
https://www.svdp.us/services/youth-family-services/youth-house/
https://transponder.community/
https://www.lookingglass.us/
https://www.lookingglass.us/
https://whitebirdclinic.org/hoots
https://www.casa-lane.org/
https://bagsofloveinc.org/
https://www.schoolgardenproject.org/
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cont. from page 4: 2022 Social Justice & Witness Activities

At  FCC,  we  support  immigrants  in  our  community  and  care  for  our  global  community.  In  2022,  our 
church:  
• Provided $350 to the Refugee Resettlement Coalition 
• Donated $1,000 for relief for Ukrainian refugees
• Donated $1,000 to the Isla Tasajera in El Salvador for flood relief
At FCC, we care for creation and address the climate crisis. In 2022, our church:  
• Created a First Congregational Green Team with active, engaged members 
• Created a Green Team logo for First Congregational Church 
• Created a Creation Justice Action Plan that was adopted by the church board. 
• Conducted two plastic recycling events that saved large amounts of plastic from the landfill 
• Worked with church staff to create two “Creation Justice” worship services 
• Applied and received re-certification as a “sustainable business” through BRING. 
• Met with Endowment Committee and church investments were reviewed and determined to be invested responsibly 
• Provided monthly articles in the church newsletter, Shalom, about living more sustainably 
• Participated in Beach clean-up activities as well as Willamette River Clean up. 
• Worked with church staff to ensure that all paper products and cleaning products used in the church meet a “green” 

status 
• Worked with Facilities to ensure that FCC uses minimal pesticides and fertilizer. 
• Provided representation of the church on the Interfaith Earthkeepers 
• Became a supporting church in the Earth Care Interfaith Fund 
• Created a Green Team page on our website 
• Joined Interfaith Earthkeepers  in adopting a section at Glassbar Island for removal of invasive species, planting of 

native plants, and trash removal.  
• Ohana Youth have participated in 5 environmental service projects this past year through SOLVE Oregon.  
• Ohana Youth also participated in the recent “Climate Hope Cards” project through the UCC National Setting 
• Ohana Youth participated in Sierra Service Projects to remove invasive species like ivy and invasive beach grass.
At FCC, we combat racism, oppression and discrimination. In 2022, our church:  
• Sponsored and staffed a booth at the Eugene-Springfield Pride festival
• Provided four educational sessions on how to be an ally for our LGBTQ siblings
• Conducted a  phone and tablet  drive  that  brought  in  many good electronic  devices  for  youth involved with the 

Eugene-Springfield NAACP 
• Collected signatures to place a measure on the fall Oregon ballot to limit large capacity magazines and strengthen 

criminal  background  checks  since  gun  violence  disproportionally  affects  communities  of  color  and  low income 
neighborhoods.

At FCC, we feed those who are hungry. In 2022, our church: 
• Maintained and supplied a “Little Food Pantry” that provides food for anyone in need.
• Supported the Interfaith Food Hub with an annual donation of $2400. Food Hub provides 5500 meals for unhoused 

individuals each month 
• Collected and donated 683 pounds of food to Food for Lane County 
• Provided food to unhoused families each month at the St Vincent de Paul Annex
• Provided $500 to Catholic Worker to provide food for lunches to those who are unhoused. 
At FCC, we have multi-year social justice and witness activities. In 2022, our church:  
• Provided a listing of Social Justice opportunities (educational and volunteer) through a weekly all-church email
• Offered to FCC youth and the community a one-year-long Our Whole Lives (OWL) program on life span sexuality
• Awarded one-year scholarships through the FCC Endowment to youth who plan to attend post-secondary training. In 

addition, this year FCC awarded four scholarships to seminary students. 
• Sponsored the Congregational Preschool, a high quality developmental preschool that is non-sectarian since 1959.
• Sold Christmas wreaths to benefit PCUN, a farmworkers coop 
• Offered meeting space at no or low-cost to three 12 Step Groups, a children’s theater, a family scouting group.
• Asked members to complete time and talent information sheets  so that  we could link congregants  to volunteer 

activities that benefit the community as well as the church.

https://rrclc.org/
https://interfaithearthkeepers.org/
https://interfaithearthkeepers.org/
https://naacplanecounty.org/
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Green Line
by Brenda Kame’enui

Before you toss out your old clothes to make room for new, think about the best place to 
toss them. You’ve no doubt wondered if you should give your son’s old football jersey to 
Goodwill or put it in a rag bag.  
American clothing is an environmental problem, largely because we have so much of it. 
Since the mid-2000s, the number of garments purchased by the average consumer has 
more than doubled, according to the Global Fashion Agenda’s Pulse Report. During the 
same time, the number of times a garment was worn by Westerners declined by 36%. 
Where do our cast-offs go? St. Vincent de Paul and Goodwill do a good job of preparing 
clothing for local resale, and their shops are a boon to the community, both for access to 
things people need, and for the income that supports SVdP and Goodwill programs. 
However,  too  much  used  clothing  from the  West  ends  up  on  African  shores,  often 
literally. Kenya received 185,000 tons of bundled and baled used clothing in 2019. Accra, 
Ghana’s  Atlantic  port,  receives  15  million used  garments  every  week  from Europe, 
America and Australia (Vogue Business). About 40% of these garments are unsellable and 
go straight to the landfill. Bales are often brought from port directly to the landfill and 
burned.
The  clothing  export  industry  argues  that  secondhand  clothing  creates  jobs,  but  the 
quality  of  these  jobs  is  questionable.  A few decades  ago,  half  a  million  people  were 
employed in Kenya’s own textile industry (Vogue Business). In 2014, that figure was about 
38,000. Cheap repurposed clothing supplants African dress.
Sanipac now offers an opportunity to recycle fabric scraps and clothing too tattered to 
pass on. These items are sent to textile recyclers. You can rent the new Sanipac special 
recycling option or find a friend who does!
(To the reader: For readability, I often lift facts and figures directly from an article without using 
quotation marks. I always include sources below. Brenda)
https://www.voguebusiness.com/sustainability/secondhand-fashion-is-it-really-good-for-
africa
https://www.trvst.world/waste-recycling/fabric-recycling/

Green team to propose becoming a Creation Justice Church
“The eyes of the future are looking back at us and praying that we can see beyond our own time.” 

- Terry Tempest Williams, American author
The United Church of Christ has eight designations that local churches may pursue to 
strengthen commitments towards a just world. 
In 1996, Eugene’s First Congregational Church voted to become an Open and Affirming 
church.  Our  congregation  voted  to  change  the  bylaws,  a  request  for  approval  was 
submitted to the national United Church of Christ and FCC Eugene was approved as the 
187th congregation in the United States, an “early adopter”. Fast-forward to 2023: at our 
annual  church  meeting  in  February,  the  Green  team will  propose  that  FCC adopt  a 
second covenant that designates FCC as a Creation Justice Church. 
We  have  spent  the  past  year  engaged  in  a  variety  of  activities  to  strengthen  our 
commitment to care for creation (see the list under Social Justice and Witness activities). 
We believe that this commitment will be longstanding and that the principles of caring 
for the earth will be embedded in all that we do. Look for more information before the 
Annual Church meeting.

Wednesday Night 
Connections 

January 18 and January 25 

Let’s ring in the new year with 
a jump into our Wednesday  
night opportunity to create 
and susta in meaningful 
church family connections. 
We’re exploring ideas about 
ways to enrich the before and 
after dinner time…and know 
for sure we’ll be cooking up 
good hearty food. 

Come for family activities at 
5:30 p.m., dinner at 6 p.m., 
a n d i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l 
gathering time after dinner. 
Keep an eye out for a sign-up 
easel in the church lobby or 
for on l ine s ign-ups v ia 
SignUp Genius.  

(S tay tuned, we ’ l l have 
additional Wednesday Night 
Connect ion offer ings in 
February and March!) 

Last Sunday Soup 

It has been such comfort and 
joy sharing meals again after 
the multi`-year COVID time-
out from our Fellowship Hall 
gatherings of coffee hour, 
celebrations and dinners. 
Sitting at a table with our 
church community, being 
nourished with lovingly made 
food, having time to be in 
relationship with one another 
in a relaxed environment 
provides priceless moments. 

On the last Sunday of each 
month, we’ll offer a cozy soup 
lunch after the worship 
service. Our Kids Community 
will help out. And no worries, 
we’ll still have coffee, tea and 
cookies!

https://www.globalfashionagenda.com/publications-and-policy/pulse-of-the-industry/
https://www.vox.com/the-goods/22700581/aja-barber-consumed-book-fast-fashion-ghana
https://www.voguebusiness.com/sustainability/secondhand-fashion-is-it-really-good-for-africa
https://www.voguebusiness.com/sustainability/secondhand-fashion-is-it-really-good-for-africa
https://www.trvst.world/waste-recycling/fabric-recycling/
https://www.ucc.org/just_world_covenants/
https://www.ucc.org/what-we-do/justice-local-church-ministries/justice/faithful-action-ministries/environmental-justice/creation_justice_churches/
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2023 Pledge Update

Your Stewardship Team is pleased 
to announce that we have 
received 141 pledges totaling 
$411,335 as of December 23. 
Thank you to the many generous 
donors who believe in the future 
of our church. Your faithful support 
creates opportunities to make our 
hopes and dreams a reality. 

Advent Pageant 
brings the Christmas 
Story to Life! 

This Advent season as we waited 
and prepared for the birth of 
Jesus, hope and love made new in 
our world, we relived the story of 
Jesus’ birth through our annual 
pageant.  

We offer many, many thanks to our 
actors who made the pageant 
possible: 

P e t e P e t e r s o n a n d C h r i s 
Cunningham; Lily Dorr; Amy, Eva, 
Ellie, and Cordelia Rowland; Pearl 
Pitrey; Zephyr Byers; Ellie, Louis, 
and Rachel Nosce; Sharlene 
Adom; Stone, Scarlett, and Matt 
Travis; Dana Clark; Leo and Lucy 
Gibbens; Ursula, Spencer, Paul, 
and Marie Crawford; Alysia, 
A d r i a n , H a r r i e t , a n d F i n n 
Crawford; Timothy, Jupiter, and 
Judah Williams

Pastor Jonathan is retiring! 
Join us in celebrating his ministry. 

We are preparing to celebrate the remarkable gift of Jonathan’s ministry to First 
Congregational Church over these past 9 1/2 years. The impact of Jonathan and his 
wife, Lisa, will be felt by FCC long after they are happily ensconced in their new 
home in  Rhode  Island.  To  that  end  we  are  planning  a  heartfelt  celebration  of 
Jonathan’s ministry after Sunday worship on January 8, 2023.
As a parting blessing to Pastor Jonathan, it would be wonderful to share what his 
ministry  has  meant  to  you personally;  how has  his  work affected  your  life:  the 
laughter, the tears, the joys and sorrows that he has walked with you. Please submit 
your  wr i t ten  ref lect ions  by  Fr iday,  Januar y  6  to  Steve  Carmichae l 
(stevecarmichael27@gmail.com).  Steve  and  the  FCC Men’s  Bible  Group  will  be 
compiling everyone’s reflections in a memory book for Jonathan and Lisa. You can 
also drop any pictures, favorite quotes or stories off at the church office. (We only 
have a couple of days to get this accomplished…so please,  send your thoughtful 
“note to Jonathan” as soon as possible.)
It is our custom to thank retiring ministers with a “parting purse”. You may make 
your gift online or, you may send a check to the church office made out to FCC. 
Gifts need to be in by January 6, 2023.
The grand finale will be a retirement luncheon after the worship service on Sunday, 
January 8. Chef Patty is gifting Jonathan with her cooking excellence. There will be 
opportunities to share stories and offer our well wishes and good-byes to Jonathan 
and Lisa.

Music Ministries
Music Ministries finished 2021 on a triumphant note, experiencing both our first 
major choral program and our first time singing without masks since 2019. It was an 
amazing feeling. But that feeling was short-lived, as the rapid spike of the Omicron 
variant in January of 2022 brought about a total shutdown of all in-person worship. 
It was a punch to the gut. But we didn’t sink back, reeling in despair. Instead, we 
initiated a virtual educational series and worked on things that we otherwise didn’t 
have time for. We arrived at the end of that shutdown stronger, ready to tackle the 
rest of our season, and just in time to celebrate 40 incredible years with our organist 
extraordinaire, Barbara Baird. Despite the lost time, we managed to present a rich 
and meaningful program for Holy Week and Easter. 
The music season in the fall brought amazing new people to the Chancel Choir, Bell 
Choir,  and House  Band.  The Chancel  Choir,  focusing  on improving  intonation, 
made great strides in our quality of sound and expression. The Bell Choir took on 
difficult and exciting new repertoire, and the House Band put together a special 
service  for  All  Saint’s  Day  for  the  first  time.  Despite  all  the  adversity  we 
experienced at the beginning of 2022, we finished the year much stronger than we 
started. That is something truly worthy of celebration and is a striking tribute to 
the wonderful people of FCC who give so freely of their time, energy, and talent. 
As  I  reflect  on  all  of  this,  I  can’t  help  but  look forward  to  2023  with  great 
excitement and anticipation, as I imagine where we will be one year from now. 
To this wonderful FCC community, from all of us at Music Ministries, thank you 
for your tireless support this year. May the coming year bring us more of all of these 
things. Happy New Year to each of you! 
Gratefully yours,
Jared Fischer, Director of Music Ministries

mailto:stevecarmichael27@gmail.com
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Sunday Adult Education Opportunities
Before He Leaves: Words of experience and reflection (January 8) 
Pastor Jonathan will offer reflections on his time at FCC at 9 a.m. on Sunday, January 8 in 
the Wheeler  Room. Please put this  date on your calendar and plan to attend.  All  are 
welcome. 

Sunday Book Review (January 15) 
Hello Readers!
Do you have a book that you would love to read with 
your  fellow  parishioners  to  hear  their  thoughts, 
impressions,  and  questions?  The  Adult  Education 
Committee is seeking to empower this congregation 
— full of intelligent, interesting and sincere spiritual 
seekers  —  to  help  facilitate  meaningful  spiritual 
conversations  around  topics  that  you  care  about 
during our 9 a.m. Adult Education hour. Book study 
is one great way to do this.  
On January 15 at 9 a.m. in the Wheeler Room, we invite you to pitch a book that you want 
to study with a 2-minute enticement to other readers. We’ll all vote on the books offered, 
then rank order our favorites, keeping a list for the future. Our first book study will begin 
in February.  
You don’t have to be the sole facilitator. We can take turns for the duration of the reading 
(about 2-3 chapters a week, depending on length and difficulty). With a congregation full of 
good  thinkers  and  sincere  seekers,  we  have  a  great  basis  for  many  meaningful 
conversations. 
We look forward to hearing your 2-minute pitch. If you don’t have a book to suggest, 
please come on January 15 to vote on your favorite. 

Dan Close presentation on Ukraine  
(Jan. 22 & 29) 
Please  join  FCC Church Board  Moderator  Dan Close  at      
9 a.m. in the Wheeler Room during Adult Ed on Sunday, 
January  22  and  January  29.  He will  share  his  experiences 
over many years visiting and working in Ukraine,  and his 
insights  on  the  religious  and  geo-political  situation  there 
now.              (Photo: Kiev, Ukraine; taken in 2006 by Val Close)

January in Kids Community
Children  ages  kindergarten  through  5th  grade  are  eagerly  invited  to  join  us  for  Kids 
Community on Sunday Mornings.

January 1st      No Kids Community
January 8th      Epiphany Celebration
January 15th      Martin Luther King, Jr.: Justice for All
January 22nd     Experiencing God as Love
January 29th     Kids Community serves the church by preparing Fellowship Hour
(New: Last Sunday of the month we’ll have Soup Sunday lunch after worship!)

We Are Family 

Inv i t ing a l l parents to 
Sunday morning We Are 
Family gatherings. This is a 
time for parents to visit and 
connect with each other. We 
are self-led and topics range 
depending on the interest 
of those who attend (past 
t o p i c s h a v e i n c l u d e d 
discussion of the lectionary 
r e a d i n g s , p r o g r e s s i v e 
Christianity, and the joys and 
challenges of parenting).  
Childcare available. 

Where: Peter Horn Lounge 
(a.k.a. game room or OWL 
room) 

When: every Sunday during 
the 9 a.m. hour (arriving 
anytime is perfectly fine!) 

Questions? Contact: 
Kimberley Parzuchowski 
philokdp@gmail.com or  
Elly Vandegrift 
ellyvan@gmail.com 

Women’s 
Fellowship 

All women of the church are 
invited to the next gathering 
of the Women's Fellowship 
on Sunday, January 8, at 4 
p.m. in the Wheeler Room. 
Lori Wollenweber will share 
a fun activity with chimes. 
We hope you can join us. 

Questions? Email Marjie at 
womensfellowship@fcceuge
ne.org.

mailto:philokdp@gmail.com
mailto:ellyvan@gmail.com
mailto:womensfellowship@fcceugene.org
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Shalom     Shalom

About our People
Please pray for those who have recently lost loved ones:  
The friends and family of Beth Tucker, who died December 27. 
Please pray for those who have medical concerns: for Jim Greenwood; for Chris 
Cunningham, who recently had surgery for a broken bone.

Lectionary Text 
January 1 
Cosmic Praise 
Psalm 148 

January 8 
Possibilities Unfolding 
Matthew 3:13-17 

January 15 
All That We Are 
John 1:29-42 

January 22 
Called Together 
Matthew 4:12-23 

January 29 
The Vision Beautiful 
Matthew 5:1-12


