
Social Justice and Witness Listing 

For the week of March 20-26, 2023 

First Congregational Church, UCC – Eugene, Oregon 

 

UCC has always understood itself to be an extension of Jesus Christ’s ministry in the 

world. The diakonia of the early church — the ministry of healing, service, care, 

compassion, and hospitality— served the needy neighbor in Christ.  

 

Links are verified prior to publication. If link is not working, search by copying and 

pasting date and event name into browser address bar. Events are on Pacific Time unless 

otherwise noted. (ET) Have an idea? Contact socialjustice@fcceugene.org. 

 

In honor of Women's History Month. A young Ruth Bader Ginsburg represented 

Sharon Cohen in the 1973 Supreme Court case, Frontiero vs. Richardson, which would 

become one of the first successful sex discrimination cases in U.S. history. Cohen was an 

Air Force Lieutenant who was denied the same spousal benefits as her male counterparts. 

Meanwhile, Bader was working with the ACLU’s Women’s Rights Project. Listen to the 

transcript of Ginsburg’s first appearance before the Supreme Court: 

https://storycorps.org/stories/its-okay-to-be-a-hero-remembering-justice-ginsburgs-

words/  

 

Now. March 20, Monday. 8 a.m. Hearing for SB 1051, in the Senate Committee on 

Housing and Development, which would allow expansion of urban growth boundaries 

while bypassing land use laws. The bill would allow urban growth expansion of up to 200 

acres if 20 percent of the expansion is for workforce housing or both workforce 

commercial and housing use, without needing to demonstrate that the need cannot be met 

inside the urban growth boundary. Submit testimony here: 

https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Testimony/SHDEV/SB/1051  

 

Today. March 20, Monday, and April 3, Monday. 3 to 5 p.m. FCC Social Justice and 

Witness Book Group. All are invited to join us as we read Eleanor Oliphant is 

Completely Fine, by Gail Honeyman, a novel that will help us consider the issues 

surrounding mental health justice. In the Barber Room downstairs. Attendees will read 

approximately half the book (about 150 pages) by the first session on March 20 and will 

finish the book before the second session on April 3. Contacts: Betsy Hoell (541-342-

5900) or Chris Cunningham (541-674-8451) for more information. 

 

March 25, Saturday. 3 to 4:30 p.m. ET. Part of the World Beyond Wars 2023 Virtual 

Film Festival. Showing Beyond the Divide, about an act of civil disobedience that 

divides a community in Missoula, Montana. Like other World Beyond Wars films, 

Beyond the Divide explores the power of nonviolent action. Films will be recorded and 

made available for all registrants afterward. To purchase tickets, go to 

https://worldbeyondwar.org/filmfest2023/#tickets  

https://worldbeyondwar.org/filmfest2023/ 
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March 23, Thursday. 9 p.m. Come listen to the folk duo, Story & Tune, performing 

with Flamy Grant. The trio’s West Coast 2023 tour, called a Million Ways to Cry in the 

West, will blend folk music, drag, and religion. And offer plenty of storytelling. Grant is 

possibly the first Christian drag artist to release a full contemporary Christian album with 

Bible Belt Baby. View storyandtune.com to learn more about Story & Tune’s album 

debut Light From the Break. Performance takes place at Old Nicks Pub, 211 Washington 

St, Eugene. Purchase tickets here: https://oldnickspub.com/product/flame/639 

 

March 31, Friday. 2:30 to 6:30 p.m. Trans Day of Visibility. Transponder is 

coordinating this local Visibility Project. At the Graduate hotel, 66 E 6th Ave, Eugene. 

All are invited to hear the stories of trans and gender diverse people. Free event. 

https://transponder.community/events/event/the-visibility-project-i-am-we-are-2/  

 

April 1, Saturday. 12 noon. Lane Pow Wow 2023. One of the largest Pow Wows in the 

Northwest. Sponsored by the Native American Student Association. A free, family 

friendly event with drumming, song, and dancing. At Lane Community College, 4000 

East 30th Ave., Eugene, in the gymnasium. 

https://lanecc.edu/experience-lane/clubs-organizations/nasa/lcc-native-american-student-

association-nasa-lane-powwow-2023. For general information, contact  

Carl Yeh, yehc@lanecc.edu. 

 

April 15, Saturday. 2 to 4 p.m. MT. Roots of Justice, Seeds of Change: Toward Right 

Relationship With Native Peoples. Hosted by the Friends Peace teams. Established in 

1993 by Quakers in North America. Learn the accurate history of North American 

indigenous peoples, understand why their history is important, and help deepen the 

respect for Native American’s rights, culture, and presence. An interactive Zoom 

workshop that is appropriate for high school students and adults. Register here: 

https://friendspeaceteams.org/trr-workshop-apr-2023/ Suggested donation: $20 to $50 

dollars; minimum donation, $5. 

 

Where Faith and Politics Collide. A United Church of Christ podcast. A Lenten 

journey with the Rev. Dr. John Dorhauer, who currently is serving as 9th General Minister 

and President of the United Church of Christ. He writes, “Witnessing injustice and 

responding with silence, complacency, or even pity without action will suck your spirit 

dry. … When oppression demeans–show up. When bullies persist–speak up. When 

injustice threatens–act out. https://ucc.org/where-faith-and-politics-collide/ 

 

Did you know that 385 anti-LGBTQ bills have been introduced in legislative sessions 

throughout the country? United Church of Christ writes that it is acting in solidarity with 

our trans and non-binary youth, as some states seek to end gender-affirming health care. 

Call on your Congressional representatives and urge them to oppose any legislation that 

discriminates against LGBTQI+ youth. Write your state and federal legislators: 

https://p2a.co/Nmw4YqN 
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VOLUNTEER AND GIVING OPPORTUNITIES 

 

Catholic Community Services is asking for donations for their case-managed families 

who are on very limited budgets. CCS requests that donors deliver any of the following to 

the organization’s Springfield location at 1025 G. St., Springfield, with a notation that 

these are “Wish List” items: cleaning supplies, cups, mugs, silverware, baby supplies 

kitchen and bathroom towels and toilet paper. https://ccslc.org/  

 

Looking Glass has different needs for their clients who arrive at the Looking Glass New 

Roads homeless youth center: new underwear, backpacks, belts, men’s shoes, and jeans. 

And, to help furnish five apartments for their formerly homeless youth, the agency is also 

requesting twin beds and bedding, couches, chairs, tables, and dressers. Looking Glass is 

a local non-profit that works with at risk-youth and families and provides navigation to 

programs and services. tylermack@lookingglass.us  
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