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Scripture: Psalm 8; Jeremiah 20:7-10 

 

When I sensed a Call to ministry in my senior year of high school, I was pretty freaked out. 

Ministers were supposed to be moral and spiritual giants who knew the scriptures like the back 

of their hands. They were supposed to be mature people, unfazed by worldly temptations, who 

face life’s challenges with the quiet confidence that the Lord is their Shepherd. 

 

This wasn’t me.  

 

So, for the next four years, I ran as hard as I could from my sense of Call. I finally gave up when 
I realized I was like a trout on a fly line – the harder I pulled in one direction, the harder I felt 

the tug in the opposite direction 

 

When I arrived at seminary, I was greatly comforted to discover that the Bible is replete with 

examples of people who sensed God’s Call and resisted in one way or another. Some, like 

Jonah, headed in the opposite direction, or they laughed at the ridiculousness of the idea, like 

Sarah, or they protested that they weren’t up to the task, like Moses, Isaiah, Jeremiah, and 

Peter. 

 

I took special comfort from Jeremiah’s story. Jeremiah received his Call about the same age as I 

was when I received mine, and he reacted in a similar fashion. He protested, “I’m only a boy!” 

He didn’t feel nearly qualified enough to speak the “word of the Lord” to his community.  I felt 

the same way Jeremiah did!  I also took comfort in God’s response to Jeremiah: "Do not say, ‘I 

am only a boy'; for you shall go to all to whom I send you, and you shall speak whatever I 

command you. Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you." (Jeremiah 1:4-8) 

 

God assured Jeremiah that God would show him where to go, who to speak to, give him the 

words he needed, and protect him when people resisted his message. 

 

As it turned out, Jeremiah would need a lot of God’s protection!  So would I, for that matter.  

When I finally entered the ministry, I soon learned that you can’t follow God’s Call very far or 

for long without kicking up a little dust.  Sometimes, that “dust” becomes a sandstorm. As they 

say, “no good deed goes unpunished.”   

 

Jeremiah certainly found this true when he accepted God’s Call to deliver the “word of the 

Lord” to Jerusalem’s religious and political leadership.  The opposition he experienced in his 

time and his response to it offers us great insight into what to anticipate when we honestly seek 

to do “on earth as it is in heaven.” Just as importantly, Jeremiah’s story offers us insight into a 

God whose desire is that we do not just love God and our neighbor but ourselves as well. 

 
A little context is helpful. 
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Jeremiah lived in a time of profound religious and political upheaval. King Josiah had launched 

sweeping reforms after Temple priests discovered an ancient scroll – likely the core of 

Deuteronomy – declaring that Israel would be blessed for obeying God’s laws and cursed for 

disobedience. Josiah used the resulting religious fervor to promote a series of so-called reforms 
that consolidated his power in Jerusalem. As part of his effort, he shut down worship centers 

across Israel, claiming to be purifying the faith. In reality, these sites were also hubs of political 

dissent, making their closure more about control than religious renewal.  

At first, Josiah’s reforms brought economic prosperity, making them widely popular. Even 

Jeremiah may have supported them, believing Josiah was genuinely attempting to restore Israel’s 

faithfulness to Yahweh. But over time, he saw them for what they were – a power grab 

disguised as piety.   

While Josiah framed his efforts as a return to faithfulness, in practice, he was centralizing 

control, silencing opposition, and imposing a rigid, exclusionary vision of Israelite identity – one 

that primarily benefitted the elite while further marginalizing society’s most vulnerable.  

Much of the Book of Jeremiah, therefore, is devoted to exposing this widening gap between 

religious rhetoric and actual justice. His warnings grew even more urgent as Jerusalem’s leaders 

began plotting to rebel against Babylon. Their plan was about as reckless as if the State of Idaho 

tried to secede from the United States, yet they convinced themselves it was divinely 

sanctioned. Jeremiah saw through their misguided nationalism and warned that it would end in 

disaster – but his message was met with fierce resistance.   

For over twenty years, Jeremiah endured relentless opposition – mocked, imprisoned, even left 

to die after being thrown into a well. At one point, Jeremiah finally breaks. He cries out, “You 

have deceived me, and I was deceived!”  

In Hebrew, this sentence is far angrier. The word we translate as “deceived” actually has 

connotations of both intentional falsehood and sexual predation.  The English translation that 

comes closest to the original Hebrew is, “You have screwed me, God, and I’ve been screwed!” 

 

You won’t find this in your English Bibles! 

 

After accusing God of screwing him over, Jeremiah launches into a powerful tirade, accusing 

God of forcing him to proclaim a message he could not help but speak despite his best attempts 

to hold it in. He complains that even his closest friends have betrayed him. Finally, Jeremiah 

curses the very day he was born.  

 

What a rant!  

 

In hindsight, we know that Jeremiah was correct in his assessment and predictions about Israel. 

The predicted destruction brought about by the Babylonians would come to pass.   
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Once Jeremiah’s prophecies came true, public opinion shifted. Ironically, the very people who 

once rejected him now clung to him – begging him to join them as they escaped to Egypt. 

When he refused, they kidnapped him!  Jeremiah spent the rest of his days somewhere in Egypt.  

 

Given that Jeremiah and his message were eventually vindicated, one might wonder why those 

who preserved his words in Scripture would include his harsh complaints against God. Why 

wouldn’t they seek to “clean up” the record of Jeremiah’s life and ministry? It would have been 

so easy to hit “delete” on Chapter 20 so future generations would never know that a holy 

prophet had once accused God of “screwing” him over. After all, what kind of model would he 

be if future generations saw that this great prophet didn’t always trust that the Lord was his 

Shepherd?   

 

I think the reason why Jeremiah’s rant at God was retained has to do with an astonishing 

intuition that the Jewish people had about God and God’s desire to be in an intimate 

relationship with us. 
 

What these folks desired succeeding generations to know is that faith is about a relationship, 

not a performance. God wants us to offer not just our praise, but our rage, if rage is what we feel. 

We are invited to express our feelings because God considers our deepest honesty a sign of 

our most sincere faith. 

 

Why does God take these feelings as expressions of faith?  I can think of at least four reasons.  

 

• When you express what you honestly feel toward God, especially if those feelings are 

angry, your honesty shows that you are interested in a real relationship with God. You 

are unwilling to say one thing with your mouth while feeling something quite different in 

your heart.  

 

• When you express rage to God, it also shows that you trust that God will not hit a 

cosmic “Smite” button if you happen to be missing part of the greater picture. It shows 

that you expect that a God who loves you beyond your wildest imagination will actually 

act like such a God.  That’s faith! 

 

• When you offer your rage to God, you show that you have faith that God will actually 

listen to you.  If you didn’t expect God to listen, and perhaps even respond, why would 

you bother speaking to God at all? 

 

• When you rage at God over the injustices you see going on around you, or you are 

experiencing yourself, you may not be correct in your assumption that God is to blame. 

Still, you show that you actually give a hoot about justice, righteousness, and doing “on 

earth as it is in heaven.” God loves those who give a hoot!  

 

Finally, Jeremiah’s example shows us that God wants us not only to love God with all our heart, 

mind, and strength but also to love ourselves.  Jeremiah knew that if he was created in God’s 

very image and likeness, God must take his needs seriously. The God he loved was not about 

to consider God’s own needs or the needs of others without considering Jeremiah’s needs as 
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well. When Jeremiah effectively told God, “I have reached the limit of my ability and willingness 

to serve you,” God respected his limit. 

 

If you have any doubt that God wants you to rant in addition to praising, I suggest you try it 

sometime. 

 

I don’t suggest making a rant your final word to God. Tell God this is how you feel at the 

moment. Your best and most honest act of faith at the moment.  

 

Then, wait and see how God responds.   

 

I practice what I preach, by the way. I do this myself.  

 

It’s not like I rage at God every week. But when I have dared to be honest with God about my 

feelings of rage or betrayal, I have usually received two messages back very quickly and clearly: 
(1) “Thank you for being honest about your feelings” and (2) “Here’s some extra help to 

remind you that I still love you – love you, in fact, even more than you love yourself.” 

 

The last time I ranted at God was last November. It wasn’t just the election that sent me into a 

tailspin. Coincidentally, like Jeremiah, I and others have been preaching for over twenty years 

against the dangers of Christian Nationalism. In fact, in 2004, I led a group of clergy in Phoenix, 

Arizona, of which I was a part, felt that a 4-alarm fire was already burning with respect to the 

rise of Christian Nationalism – known then, perhaps more accurately, as Christian 

Dominionism. We realized that if nothing dramatic happened – soon – our country would be in 

a heap of trouble in the next 10 - 20 years.  So, together with other clergy, lay leaders, biblical 

scholars, and theologians from around the country, we created The Phoenix Affirmations – a 

set of twelve Affirmations meant to directly counter the Christian Nationalist teachings and 

promote a more generous, inclusive Christian faith. I was tasked with writing a commentary on 

the Affirmations and co-leading a walk across the country in 2006, enlisting the help of 150 

churches to promote our message of hope and warning. 

 

So, last November, when our new president won with the full backing of Christian Nationalists, 

it became crystal clear: the forces we had warned about for over 20 years weren’t just rising – 

they had arrived. Our worst fears were now reality. 

 

One night, I ranted. I raged. I accused God of leading me on with false hopes – screwing me 

over, just as Jeremiah had. 

 

And then, as I sat there in my frustration, a thought surfaced – a quiet, still voice within me. It 

said, ‘Remember, Eric: You signed up for this assignment before you were born.’ 

 

Now, I don’t know exactly where that thought came from. Was it God speaking directly to me? 

Was it my own soul reminding me of something deeper? Or was it just my mind searching for a 

way to make sense of it all? I can’t say for certain. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phoenix_Affirmations
https://www.amazon.com/Phoenix-Affirmations-Vision-Future-Christianity/dp/0787985783/ref=sr_1_2?crid=36CLTBO25G0EW&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.yVS_HP7a-vwRfATeAJZl9Ff0YiD4RsYsc5pssXA6G7IAg-CG6xn7d-4ZatBZ2iTSc11k_k-OTWLavb2k_5V-GPZ8Kn68a955NuK20-7AQ1OSUYWlLeyloQNMKjlP_i2Au1Qng7_mmVIE4YSyQhot4WFq8s_W83wrYiepB7Y_K-1MgGVRJOhpmrYkAept8xki.mX8k_7sdUTzWsKhR6sEAdXpsJf6VyaahtHm9-rhwqfk&dib_tag=se&keywords=eric+elnes&qid=1740343107&s=books&sprefix=eric+elnes%2Cstripbooks%2C227&sr=1-2
https://progressivechristianity.org/crosswalk-america/
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But I do know this: It changed something in me. If I really had chosen – on some level – to be 

here in this moment, in this time, facing these challenges, then it meant I wasn’t just a passive 

victim of history. I was part of it, called to engage, called to act, called to keep going, only the 

assurance that I was not alone on my path. 

 

And what if that’s not just true for me, but for you? What if you signed up for this, too? Maybe 

that means the weight you’re carrying right now isn’t just a burden but a calling. Perhaps it’s an 

invitation that you accepted saying, “Here I am, send me.” 

 

If life has left you feeling powerless, dejected, or even betrayed – by God, the Universe, or 

whatever you call the Divine – be honest about it. Love yourself enough to tell your Creator 

how you really feel. Then stop. Listen. 

 

You may just discover that the God who feels as distant as the farthest star is as close as your 

next breath – and your Creator loves you even more than you love yourself. 
 

 

 

 


