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Scripture: Psalm 148
I. Not a Sign but an Act

On July 4, 2012, scientists at CERN’s Large Hadron Collider made a groundbreaking discovery.
By colliding tiny subatomic particles called protons at nearly the speed of light, they recreated
conditions similar to those in the moments after the Big Bang. In the aftermath of these
collisions, they detected a subatomic particle that had been the subject of a 40-year search—
the Higgs boson.

Some called it the “God Particle.” While scientists did not choose this name, it was meant to
convey the discovery's significance. The Higgs boson proved the existence of an invisible energy
field — now known as the Higgs field — that gives mass to the basic building blocks of the
universe. Without it, matter as we know it wouldn’t exist. There would be no stars, no planets,
no life.

Of course, the Higgs boson doesn’t prove God’s existence. God’s existence remains a matter
of faith, not physics. But if God created the universe, the Higgs boson discovery may not point
directly to God — but perhaps it reveals God’s shadow. It confirms that an invisible field of
energy exists, one that gives shape and substance to the building blocks of creation. It suggests
that even in the earliest moments of the universe, an unseen force was at work, making way for
everything that followed. And since that force is still present in all created things, then perhaps
creation itself whispers of the One who brought it into being.

Centuries ago, Celtic Christians arrived at a strikingly similar conclusion — not through physics
but through faith. The ninth-century theologian John Scotus Eriugena described Creation as a
manifestation of God’s loving presence. He believed that everything — seen and unseen —is
infused with divine energy. Creation, he said, is God’s love made tangible.

Modern Christians tend to assume that nature is separate from God. Some see nature as a sign
that God loves us beyond our wildest imagination. Yet, if nature is a manifestation of God’s
presence, as the Celtic Christians believed, then Creation is not just a sign that God loves us —
Creation is God’s love in action.

If you want to know what God'’s love looks like, look deeply at a tree, a pond, or a mountain. If
you want to know what God’s love tastes like, eat a peach, a strawberry, or a tomato fresh
from the vine. If you want to know what God’s love smells like, inhale the fragrance of a rose,
fresh bread baking, or the nape of a baby’s neck. If you want to know what God’s love feels like,
let your cat rub its cheek against yours or stand in the sunshine on a spring day and feel its
warmth. If you want to know what God’s love sounds like, listen to birds chirping in the early
morning or waves crashing against the Oregon shore.



The joy, satisfaction, and wonder we experience through our senses are a direct response to an
experience of God.

Naturally, you may wonder whether this understanding leans toward pantheism — the belief that
the Universe is God. Yet, like the apostle Paul, the Celts believed not simply that God is in
everything but that God is beyond everything. When Paul says, “In God we live and move and
have our being,” he is not claiming that Creation is God but that Creation is infused with God’s
presence. When your cat’s cheek brushes against yours or you eat a ripe tomato, the cat is not
God, nor is the tomato. Both act as physical conduits through which we experience God’s
invisible love.

Some may object that this belief is shortsighted or naive. Not all of nature is as warm and
comforting as a cat or a tomato. If nature is an expression of God’s love, we must acknowledge
that divine love can also be as fierce and untamed as nature itself.

Yes, God’s love is complex — just as nature is complex. We don’t deny nature’s glory or
grandeur simply because it includes forces beyond our control or comfort. Likewise, being
loved by God means more than being loved in easy or unchallenging ways.

Imagine how we would treat Creation if we understood it to be more than a sign of God’s love,
but a conduit of God’s loving presence and awareness.

In my own experience, | have never found it hard to believe in God, or God’s love, when I'm
hiking high up in the Cascade mountains and arrive beside a cold, clear lake cupped by granite
walls. | experience such places as more than signs or symbols of God’s love, but as Love itself.

Perhaps you, too, have had such a moment — when you stood someplace in nature and
experienced Creation not as separate from God but God’s Love itself. Before moving on, |
invite you to stand there again inside yourself for a few moments. What attracts you to this
place? How does it look and smell? What sounds do you hear? How does this place make you
feel? And how might your idea of God change if this place is not just a sign that God loves you,
but is God’s loving you?

Il. Not a Gift, but a Relationship

What happens when we ignore our relationship with God’s Earth? When we treat Creation as
property instead of presence? Could our struggle to find God be linked to our disconnection
from the Earth?

Ironically, even the ways we Christians praise Creation sometimes belittles it. For instance,
when we claim that Creation is a gift from God. Gifts are great, but the problem with assuming
nature is a gift is that true gifts come with no strings attached. If | bring a bottle of wine to your
dinner party but expect you to serve it, the wine is not truly a gift — it’s a transaction. If it was a
true gift, then what you do with it is your decision. Perhaps you'll stash it away to enjoy on
another day. If you don’t care for the wine | brought, maybe you’ll decide to re-gift the bottle



to someone who might like it. This should be perfectly fine since a true gift has no strings
attached. Or, perhaps you’ll dump the wine down the sink. That might be a waste, but it’s your
decision, not mine.

Likewise, if we understand the ocean as a gift from God, then what we do with it is up to us —
not God. Ifitis ours to do with as we please, then we are free to love and cherish it or pollute
and exploit it. After all, a true gift has no expectations.

But our Celtic Christian predecessors would insist that the ocean is not a gift. The ocean is a
relationship — a relationship between God and all humans and creatures who experience the
ocean in any way. And relationships come with expectations. So jump in. Swim in it. Fish in it.
Enjoy it. But understand that this relationship is a two-way street. Any relationship built on love
requires both giving and receiving.

What if we treated Creation not merely as a sign or gift but as a manifestation of God’s love
and invitation to relationship? Imagine a world where we see, hear, taste, feel, and smell God
everywhere — in the hills and forests, in the rivers and oceans, in the flower on your window
sill, and even in each other. After all, we are God’s creations too. Maybe if we stopped treating
the world as if it belonged to us, we would discover the world to be where we all find our
belonging in God.

| don’t hold much hope that the whole world will ever see God or nature this way. But | do
believe that individuals can. And if individuals can, this means that you and | can. If we can, then
our church can. If our church can, it may be a stretch to think everyone in the City of Eugene
can or will, but | am willing to start with us.

If we have come to know God as our friend, can we treat the Earth as our friend, too? If so,
perhaps First Congregational Church of Eugene will eventually be known as a place where the
Four Great Friendships are practiced — where people unapologetically love God, their
neighbors, themselves, and the Earth together without settling for just two or three of the four.
What kind of future would our church have in Eugene if this were so?

Creation is waiting for us. God speaks not only in burning bushes but in every bush. And love —
real, embodied, divine love — grows brighter every time we say “Yes” to God by saying “Yes”
to Creation, treating the Earth not as a sign of God’s love or as a gift but as a loving
relationship. As a loving friend!



