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For Such a Time as This, Part 1: The Great Turning 
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Scripture:  Joel 2:28; John 14:12 

 
 

I. The Story We Tell Ourselves 

 
Imagine walking down the street, lost in thought, when suddenly—bam!—you trip and fall hard 

on the pavement. A little dazed, you look back to see what happened. Nearby is an elderly 

woman on a park bench, her cane accidentally protruding into your path. Instantly, your 
frustration softens. You feel embarrassed, maybe a little annoyed, but you understand—it was a 

mistake. You get up, dust yourself off, and move on. 

 
Now imagine the same scenario, except this time you look back and see someone smirking, 

having deliberately stuck their leg out to trip you. Now your pain isn’t just physical. It’s 

emotional. There’s anger. Maybe rage. Maybe retaliation. Your body’s experience was the 
same—but your interpretation of the cause changes everything. 

 

What if the same is true of the world right now? 
 

We’re tripping and stumbling through a time of profound disorientation and disruption. Many 

interpret this as evidence that the world is falling apart—that there’s malice, even evil, at the 
root. But what if that interpretation is wrong? 

 

The chaos, the upheaval—how we feel about all of it is shaped not only by what’s happening, 
but by what we believe is causing it. 

 

So today, I want to offer a different lens. One shaped not by fear, but by faith. And by “faith,” I 
don’t mean wishful thinking. I mean faith rooted in history, humility, and hope. 

 

What if the world isn’t falling apart—but falling open? 
 

I believe the Spirit of the Living God is not absent in this moment, but profoundly active. What 

feels like collapse is, in fact, the bursting of old wineskins that have become too stiff and brittle 
to hold the new wine God is pouring into the world. 

 

II. The Great Emergence and the Data of Transformation 
 

My good friend and sociologist of religion, the late Phyllis Tickle, once observed that roughly 

every 500 years, the church has a rummage sale. 
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Old structures break down. Things that once seemed essential fall away. New ones arise. The 
last great shake-up was the Protestant Reformation. Before that, the Great Schism. Before that, 

the fall of the Roman Empire and the rise of Christianity. 

 
By this pattern, we are due—and indeed already in—another such upheaval. 

 

But what many of us miss is that before every great reformation comes a great download. A 
release of insight, revelation, and innovation so profound that it begins to undermine the 

structures and assumptions that preceded it. 

 
The Protestant Reformation was preceded by the Renaissance—a “download” of fresh art, 

science, philosophy, and economics that changed the world. 

 
And the “download” we’ve experienced over the last century makes the Renaissance look like 

child’s play. 

 
Just consider: 

 

• In 1900, the first patent filed in NYC was for a paperclip. By 2000, we were cloning 

sheep. 

• In 1900, we thought we lived in the only galaxy. By 2000, we knew of billions. 

• In 1900, 200 nations permitted slavery or forced labor. By 2000, just three. 

• In 1900, 40% of children died before age five. By 2000, just 4%. 

• In 1900, only one country allowed women to vote. By 2000, nearly all did. 

• Literacy rose from 20% to 80%. Scientific papers from 200/year to over 2 million. 

• Hunger, disease, and poverty rates plummeted. 

 
We have never lived through a century like the one we just lived through. 

 

When Jesus said, “Greater things than these shall you do,” he meant it. And we’re doing it. 
 

The truth of that promise came home for me in 2008. 

 
As many of you know, my eldest daughter, Arianna, was diagnosed with a cancerous brain 

tumor that year. If she had been born in Jesus’ day, it would have taken a Jesus-sized miracle to 

keep her alive. And make no mistake—what she went through, and how she came through it, 
was miraculous. 

 
But the miracle didn’t come from a single spiritual giant laying hands on her. It came through 

the hands of nurses, oncologists, neurosurgeons. Through researchers and radiologists. 

Through tools and therapies readily available—not just to spiritual elites, but to ordinary people 
doing extraordinary work. 

 

That’s when I realized Jesus’ words were more than metaphor. The fact that you no longer 
have to be Jesus to do the kind of healing Jesus did… that’s a greater thing. 
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And it didn’t come out of nowhere. It came from generations of people, moved by compassion, 
devoting their lives to understanding the bodies God gave us—so that the lives of God’s 

children might be a little less fragile. 

 
Sadly, many modern Christians feel threatened by scientific advances, as if science somehow 

undermines the authority of Jesus. But science doesn’t undermine Jesus—it fulfills his prophecy. 

It confirms his vision of a more compassionate world. 
 

Before moving on, I invite you to pause for a moment. Consider: what other advances, 

discoveries, or breakthroughs bear witness to the truth of Jesus’ promise—that we would do 
greater things? 

 

III. The Aftershock and the Danger of Repeating the Pattern 
 

Of course, every great download is followed by a great disruption. 

 
After every reformation, there comes a backlash. A violent aftershock, as old power structures 

scramble to reassert themselves. 

 
We are in that aftershock now. 

 

Only this time, the stakes are higher. Because we’ve democratized the tools of mass 
destruction. We’ve made violence scalable. Automated. Global. 

 

We cannot afford to do what history expects of us. 
 

We must jump the track. Do something history doesn’t expect. Not repeat the pattern—but 

transcend it. 
 

IV. The Prophecies: Shambhala, Eagle and Condor, Joel and Jesus 

 
Interestingly, this idea—that our times require something wholly new—is not unique to 

Christianity. Around the world, wisdom traditions have sensed this moment coming. 

 
There is a prophecy from Tibetan Buddhism that speaks directly to times like these. 

 

It tells of a time when the world is on the brink of destruction. Dark powers have arisen. They 
command vast tools of devastation—weapons and technologies that threaten the very fabric of 

life. It is then, the prophecy says, that the kingdom of Shambhala begins to emerge. 

 
But Shambhala is not a place you can find on a map. It exists in the hearts and minds of those 

who are called to act. And those who answer the call are known as the Shambhala Warriors. 

 
They have no uniforms, no outward signs of rank. They could be doctors or teachers, 

grandparents or children, poets or engineers. You can’t tell a Shambhala Warrior by sight. But 



 4 

you can tell by their tools: two weapons that they train in every day—compassion and insight into 
the interdependence of all things. 

 

With these two, they enter the corridors of power—not to destroy from without, but to 
transform from within. 

 

It is said that they rise at the very moment when the future hangs in the balance. 
 

Could this time be now?  

 
There is another old prophecy, from the Indigenous peoples of South America. 

 

It tells of two great paths: the path of the Eagle, representing mind, science, industry; and the 
path of the Condor, representing heart, intuition, Earth wisdom. 

 

For 500 years, they say, the Eagle would fly alone. But the prophecy says that in the 21st 
century, there will be a new possibility: the Eagle and the Condor flying together. 

 

If they do, there is hope. 
If not, we may not fly at all. 

 

And then there’s our own scripture. 
 

The prophet Joel envisioned a day when the Spirit would be poured out on all flesh. Sons and 

daughters would prophesy. Old and young alike would dream dreams and see visions. 
 

Jesus reaffirmed this when he told his disciples: “Greater things than these shall you do.” 

 
So what does it mean to live for such a time as this? 

 

While people in every age have warned that the world was ending, humans have never before 
had the actual power to bring it about. That power once belonged to God alone, so they 

assumed that if the world ended, it would be God’s doing. 

 
What has changed in our time is not God’s forbearance—but our ability. We now possess the 

means to end life as we know it. 

 
And while I trust with all my heart in God’s patience and desire for humanity to continue, I 

have no such trust in humanity. Nor did our ancestors, whose prophecies I’ve just shared. Each 

saw clearly that we cannot save ourselves. Only God can do this. 
 

Yet each prophecy also speaks of God saving the world through human agency. God 

opens a door—but leaves it to us to walk through. Whether we step into the light or cling to 
the darkness depends on how we respond. 

 

That door is open. 
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In light of our times, could the following statements be true? 

 

• You are not here by accident. 

• You were born for this time. 

• You are a Shambhala Warrior. 

• You are the new wineskin, being shaped to hold what the Spirit is pouring out. 

• You are part of the moment when Eagle and Condor might finally fly together. 

 

Friends, the world is trembling.  Are the tremors death rattles or birth pains? Our 

interpretation shapes our experience. 
 

The Spirit is stirring. Who will listen – and respond? 

 
Though we rarely perceive the Spirit’s call with certainty, and never view our moment with 

perfect clarity, the world has always been moved by those who step into uncertainty with 

boldness and humility. Having determined to act rather than remain passive, they move in the 
direction they feel the Spirit’s call most directly.  

  

I’m no prophet—and I’m certainly no Jesus. But I’ve found that the less I fear the troubles 
ahead, and the less I cling to anger or resentment toward those who seem to be causing them, 

the clearer I see God’s greater vision for the world. 

 
I see Shambhala. 

I see the Eagle and the Condor flying together. 

I see old men and women dreaming dreams, and young women and men having visions. 
And see that we are living at a Great Turning in human history, and Jesus standing in the midst 

of it, smiling, saying, “Didn’t I tell you? Greater things than these shall you do.” 

 
And so, with hope in my heart and faith in that promise, I am determined to say yes to the 

statements I just invited you to consider: 

 

• I am not here by accident. 

• I was born for this time. 

• I am a Shambhala Warrior. 

• I am a small part of the new wineskin, being shaped to hold what the Spirit is pouring 

out. 

• I am a part of the moment when Eagle and Condor finally fly together. 

 

And I say “yes” to devoting the time that remains to living fully, fiercely, and faithfully “for such a 

time as this.” 
 

How will you devote your remaining days?  


