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One of the most perplexing statements out of Jesus’s mouth in the Gospels is his promise that
whatsoever we pray for in his name, we will receive. Have you ever taken Jesus at his word and
prayed using his name?

If that’s all it took, my Toyota RAV4 would be a Ferrari, and all of my books would be New York
Times bestsellers.

So, either Jesus was wrong—or our literal understanding of “in his name” is. Which would you
bet on?

In the ancient world, names carried more than literal meaning. They expressed identity. When
a person’s sense of purpose shifted, their name might shift too—Saul became Paul; Simon
became Peter.

To pray in Jesus’s name, then, isn’t to say magic words. It’s to pray in alignment with his
purpose, will, and identity. When we pray for what Jesus himself would pray for, we may
receive many things—but apparently not many Ferraris.

Still, that promise tells us something profound about what prayer—and life—in his name really
mean. It’s not about using sacred words to get what we want, but about entering into the
pattern of life he revealed.

The Way of Life

Two weeks ago, we discovered that this Way—the Way, the Truth, and the Life—isn’t a set of
beliefs, but a rhythm of loving God, neighbor, and self, and of giving and receiving grace, that
connects us with the divine.

Last week, we learned that this same Way doesn’t stop at the edge of Christianity. The Good
Shepherd calls to “other sheep” who recognize that same rhythm of love within their own
traditions.

Today we'll linger with that same verse again, but turn it one more time—like a prism catching
new light—to explore another hidden layer. Because after Jesus says he is the Way, he adds,
“No one comes to the Father except through me.”

What might it mean to move through Christ—not through belief alone, but through something
deeper? What if the very life-force of love that moved through him is also the current that

moves through everything that is?

The Word “Through”



Let’s begin with something tangible. Those stones you were given this morning as you entered
the sanctuary weren’t meant to be thrown if you don’t like the sermon, but to be held as an
illustration you can literally feel in your hands.

(Holding up a small smooth river stone, Eric invites the congregation to do the same with the stone
given to them as they entered the sanctuary.)

As you hold this stone, take a moment to feel its weight in your palm.
Notice its coolness, its texture, its age.

This stone was once mountain—broken by wind and time, carried by water, smoothed by
motion. It has passed through fire and ice, through hands unseen, through the long labor of
creation itself. Now, here it is—resting in your hand.

In a way, John’s Gospel begins with the same story—a cosmic overture in which everything is
moving, shaping, forming through the Word:

In the beginning was the Word (Logos), and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.... All
things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being.

When John speaks of the Word or Logos, he’s pointing to something larger than the human life
of Jesus. The Christ is that divine Word—the eternal presence of God’s love and wisdom
through whom all things came to be. Jesus is that divine Word made flesh, taking on human
form without being confined to it.

So when we speak of Jesus, we're talking about the person who embodied that love in a
particular time and place. When we speak of Christ, we're talking about the divine life that
Jesus embodied—the creative heartbeat of God pulsing through the universe since the
beginning of time.

According to John, this Christ—the eternal Logos—was with God and part of God from the
very start. Everything that exists came into being through that Logos.

Which means nothing—no star or redwood, no neighbor or stranger, not even this stone—
exists apart from him.

That little word through turns cosmic. When Jesus says, “No one comes to the Father except
through me,” he isn’t laying down a test of belief; he’s describing a truth of being.

Everything that is already moves through him, breathes through him, lives through him.
This doesn’t mean everything is Christ, but that everything lives through the life of Christ—the
love, intelligence, and creative pulse that flows from the Heart of God.'

So as you feel that stone in your hand, let it remind you: even what seems solid and still is part
of the great flow of Life—the same Life that flows through you, through me, through all
creation.

' For theology geeks (like me): This is the difference between Pantheism (everything is God) and Panentheism
(Everything lives in God—God is in all things, yet also more than all things).



John isn’t saying, “Only Christians connect with God.” He’s saying, “There is no connection
with God that does not flow through Christ.” Not because Christ is exclusive, but because
Christ is all-inclusive—the connection, the current, the channel, the creative pulse that holds
the universe together.

Every creature, every atom, every melody, every prayer—no matter the language or religion—
finds its way to God through Christ. So, our connection to God isn’t a reward for correct
belief; it’s the discovery of what has always been true. It’s not about action and consequence.
It’s about awakening and response.

Christ Beyond Religion

Now, someone might ask, “Are you saying that people of other faiths are really Christians
without knowing it?”’

Not at all.

Christianity does not own Christ. Christ is not the property of any religion, including ours.
Christ is bigger than Christianity—the eternal Word through whom all things came to be.

| believe the Cosmic Christ may be found in a Buddhist’s compassion, a Muslim’s surrender, a
scientist’s wonder, a poet’s awe, or a neighbor’s quiet act of mercy. As Paul wrote in Colossians,
“Christ is all and in all.”

| follow Jesus because, for me, he shows most clearly what God’s love looks like in human
form. He is the fullest human expression of the Cosmic Christ, who is beyond form, yet takes
form wherever love appears. The Christ we meet in Jesus is the same Christ who pulses
through every act of love, wherever it’s found. In Jesus, that pulse takes flesh—so that we might
learn to recognize it everywhere.

The Song of the River
That's what the songwriter Noah Cyrus (Miley’s sister) captures in “/ Saw the Mountains.”

| saw the mountains and they saw me.

| stood in the ground with the redwood trees.
The deer and the coyote slept at my feet...

| swam the river and the river swam me.

We carried each other back out to the sea—
back to the Mother that I've longed to see.
Oh, when you feel alone in the dark,

| am wherever you are. ..

That’s Logos language in melody. The mountains “see” us because the same Light that formed
them forms us. The river carries us because it carries the same Life that carried Jesus through
Galilee.

? The song was co-written with P.J. Harding. From Cyrus’s 2025 album, | Want My Loved Ones to Go With Me.



We circle around the same Star—the same Love—that holds everything in orbit.

So when Jesus says, “No one comes to the Father except through me,” maybe he isn’t speaking of
boundaries, but of belonging:

You're already in the flow. You’ve been in it from the beginning. Wake up to it.
The Gospel According to Narnia

One of the most beautiful depictions of this truth comes from The Last Battle, the final book in
C.S. Lewis’s Chronicles of Narnia.

In this scene—shared here in shortened form—a soldier named Emeth, who has served a false
god all his life, meets Aslan face to face, appearing in the form of a lion.

Lewis tells it in the elevated, biblical language of the King James tradition, where the Lion
reveals the depth of divine mercy. In Emeth’s words:

Then I fell at his feet and thought, Surely this is the hour of death, for the Lion (who is worthy
of all honor) will know that | have served Tash all my days and not him. But the Glorious One
bent down his golden head and touched my forehead with his tongue and said, “Son, thou art
welcome.” | said, “Alas, Lord, | am no son of thine but the servant of Tash.” He answered,
“Child, all the service thou hast done to Tash | account as service done to me.” Then | said,
“Lord, is it true, as the Ape said, that thou and Tash are one?” The Lion growled and said, “It
is false. Not because he and | are one, but because we are opposites | take to me the services
which thou hast done to him. For if any man swear by Tash and keep his oath for the oath’s
sake, it is by me that he has truly sworn, though he know it not, and it is | who reward him.
And if any man do a cruelty in my name, then, though he says the name Aslan, it is Tash
whom he serves.” Then the Lion said, “Beloved, unless thy desire had been for me thou
wouldst not have sought so long and so truly. For all find what they truly seek.”

That’s John’s Gospel in story form—the cosmic Christ welcoming the honest seeker wherever
they come from, because all true seeking moves through the Logos, through Love itself.

Christ in All Things

So the good news isn’t that we’ve found the one way to God, but that God has already found a
way to all of us—and to everything that lives and breathes.

Christ in all things.
Christ through all things.
Christ as the Life within all things.

Let us move in that current—
and let that current move in us.

Reflection and Discussion Questions
Use these questions for personal reflection or in conversation with others seeking to



walk the Way of Love.

I. “In His Name” and Alignment: “To pray in Jesus’s name isn’t to say magic words—it’s to
pray in alignment with his purpose, will, and identity.”

Discussion Questions
e How might your understanding of prayer change if it’s viewed as aligning with Christ’s
spirit rather than requesting outcomes?
e Can you recall a time when prayer changed you more than it changed your
circumstances?

2. The Word “Through’: “When Jesus says, ‘No one comes to the Father except through me,” he
isn’t laying down a test of belief; he’s describing a truth of being.”

Discussion Questions
e What difference does it make to understand “through Christ” as describing a cosmic
connection rather than a religious boundary?
e How does this interpretation affect your sense of relationship with people of other
faiths—or with the natural world?

3. Stone and Logos: “This stone was once mountain—broken by wind and time... through the long
labor of creation itself.”

Discussion Questions
e What did holding that stone communicate to you about God’s creative process?
o If all things move “through” Christ, what does that say about how we treat creation
itself?

4. Christ Beyond Religion: “Christianity does not own Christ. Christ is bigger than Christianity—
the eternal Word through whom all things came to be.”

Discussion Questions
e Where have you glimpsed this “Cosmic Christ” outside the boundaries of religion—
perhaps in art, science, or acts of compassion?
e How does recognizing Christ’s presence beyond the Church deepen (or challenge) your
faith?

5. Circling the Same Star: Noah Cyrus sings, “I am wherever you are, circling around the same
star.”

Discussion Questions
e How does this vision of universal belonging shape the way you see humanity’s shared
destiny?
e What might it mean, in daily life, to “move in that current—and let that current move in
us”?



