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Julie Jessal — Moderator-Elect nominee

| wish to express my sincere gratitude to the congregation for nominating me for the position of
Moderator-Elect to the FCC Board. | had just moved to Eugene in 2013 when, quite by accident, | found
FCC. | was immediately drawn to the spirit of service, inclusive community and commitment to faith. |
am truly moved by the trust the nominating committee and congregation have placed in me, and it is
with humility that | formally accept the nomination.

Our church stands at an important juncture, and | am eager to support our current Moderator and the
Board in the year ahead. As moderator-Elect, my primary goal will be to listen-to learn from the
wisdom of our long-standing members and to embrace the energy of our newest voices. | look forward
to the journey ahead and to the many ways we will continue to grow in faith and fellowship together.

A little personal background: Newly retired, my professional career was in education, primarily for the
Anchorage School District. After retiring from ASD, | went to work for a statewide education resource
center located in Juneau, Alaska, serving rural-remote districts across the state in a variety of roles.

| have 2 daughters; Courtney and her husband live here in Eugene and are doing a terrific job of raising
my two grandchildren. My other daughter, Erica visited a friend 13 years ago in Sydney and fell in love
with the Land Down Under. She met her future husband at the bus stop and they now have three
children, all with proper Australian accents. My fiancé, Mark, and | will be getting married this
summer.

David Conover, Board nominee

I am honored to be nominated to serve on the FCC Board. Margaret and | first came to FCC in 2022. At
the first service we attended, the Pastor announced he was leaving and soon thereafter so too the Assoc
Pastor, but that’s not what caught our attention. We were impressed by the five principles of
progressive Christianity printed in each Sunday bulletin and by the saying at every service: “whoever you
are, whomever you love, wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here”. As the ensuing
months unfolded, we soon found out that those principles and welcoming statements were not mere
words but actions that guided the process as the church moved forward. We joined soon thereafter.

Margaret and | are both PhD scientists: she in botany and me in marine and fisheries sciences. After
decades on the faculty at Stony Brook University in New York, we moved to Eugene in 2016 when | was
offered the position of Vice President for Research and Innovation at the U of O. | retired from that role
in 2020.

We have two wonderful children: our daughter (Emily) is a physicist living in D.C. with our
granddaughter (Fern) and son-in-law (Joe) and our son (Adam) is a professional comedian living in L.A.

My spiritual journey involves the First Presbyterian Church of Homestead, Florida (where | grew up) and
the Congregational Church of Wading River New York where our family attended (and our kids grew up)
and where | served as Deacon. My involvement in FCC so far has included the Endowment Committee



(now as Chair), the Finance Committee, Chancel Choir, Seekers, Dinners for 8, church camp, and the
Wednesday Connections Dinners.

Susie Leo, Board nominee

As for church history, | grew up a Methodist, attending Sunday School, MYF, and later going to regular
services.

| dropped out of attending church like so many of us did in the 1970s. But | missed having a spiritual
home.

In 1982, | began attending Unity of the Valley and was there for about 30years. When [ first joined Unity,
there was no accounting system in place, so | created one based on my bookkeeping experience. |
served on the Unity board for 20+ years.

However around 2012, | discovered that Unity was no longer the church for me. | needed to find a new
church home and asked Jenny Allen where she went. Her big sales pitch was “You might like my church.”
That was all she said. | showed up the next Sunday and never left. Diane Hogge was the Interim Pastor
and | truly loved the balance of traditional church structure with what | call metaphysical energy.

| have been singing with the FCC choir for about 13 years. | started playing bells around 2022. Both of
those groups have become a family within a family, and they fill me with joy and love.

| have been active in many small FCC projects over the years. | like to jump in and help when | feel called
to do so. | did serve on the FCC board for a short time in 2021, but discovered that was not the right
time for me to be involved in FCC leadership.

| have served on numerous other boards for over the past 40 years. Some of those included Lane
Leaders Association, Chamber of Commerce Women’s Group, Women’s Business Network and Shadow
Hills Country Club Women’s Organization.

Why am | offering to serve on the FCC Board at this time? There are two main reasons.
One: It is TIME FOR ME TO GIVE BACK. The people of First Congregational Church have given me much

joy, comfort, laughter, support through tough times, and spirit filled peace. Many of you folks have
become my family. | want to offer whatever | can to help hold and expand the container of God for us.

Two: | want to join with Eric’s vision for our church. | want to learn more and be part of breathing “God’s
love beyond our wildest imagination” into our place of worship.

In gratitude,
Susie Leo



Lyndsey Neal, Board nominee

I'm a dedicated educator and coach based in Eugene, Oregon, with roots that run deep in the American
South. Growing up in Georgia shaped my values, my work ethic, and my love of community in ways |
carry with me every day. Life took me far from home when | married into the military, and for 16 years |
embraced the unique and often challenging lifestyle that comes with being a military spouse — moving,
adapting, building community in new places, and finding strength | didn't know | had. Those years taught
me resilience, flexibility, and the importance of showing up for the people around you, no matter where
you are.

Today, | channel all of that life experience into my work as a teacher and weightlifting coach. | bring the
same energy and encouragement to my students in the classroom as | do to athletes on the gym floor.
Whether I'm breaking down a complex lesson plan or coaching someone through a personal record lift, |
lead with patience, strength, and genuine investment in the people around me. I'm also a proud
member of the LGBTQ community and an enthusiastic volunteer as an assistant scoutmaster for my
oldest daughter's Scouts of America troop, because | believe deeply in building the next generation of
capable, confident young people. I'm equally thrilled to have recently found my church family at First
Congregational Church of Eugene — a welcoming and vibrant community that has brought so much joy,
connection, and spiritual grounding to my life and the life of my children.

At the heart of everything is my role as a devoted mother to my two daughters. Raising them with a
spirit of curiosity, resilience, and adventure is my greatest and most rewarding joy. When I'm not in the
classroom, the gym, or the great outdoors with my scout troop, | can be found hiking, camping,
exploring the Oregon coast, or soaking up the beauty of the Pacific Northwest. | treasure every moment
spent with my girls, my friends, and my church family, and | show up fully in every space | occupy —
that's just who | am, and | wouldn't have it any other way.

Lauren Herbert, Board nominee

| began attending the First Congregational Church in 2003. On the first Sunday my family and | visited,
we felt we had found our spiritual community. We felt at home with the congregation’s constant
guestioning and learning, the humility of those who led and attended, and the emphasis on living our
values and contributing to the community.

My career path as a pediatrician and infectious diseases specialist was initially shaped by studying,
working, volunteering, and living in Guatemala, Mexico, El Salvador, and The Gambia. After finishing my
training, | returned to my hometown of Eugene in 1996. My professional focus was on providing medical
care to the predominantly Latinx children in my clinic and providing infectious diseases consultation for
the community. Over the decades | have lived here, | have been involved with many community and
state organizations, including Oregon Pediatric Society, Lane County Medical Society, United for
Immigrant Justice, NAACP, Rapid Response Lane County, United Way, Beyond Toxics, and Mount Pisgah
Arboretum. | also continued international volunteer work in El Salvador, Borneo, and Lesbos Greece.

On a PeaceHealth medical mission trip to El Salvador, one of the Salvadoran physicians introduced me to
the health committee on Isla Tasajera. The members told me of their dream of building a medical clinic.

| brought this idea back to the church, which started our church’s collaboration with this community.



Since my husband Kenny and | retired two years ago, the church has become an increasingly central part
of our lives. | have been involved in the Tasajera Committee and Interfaith Alliance with Migrants. We
volunteered with the Sierra Service Project, and with youth on Sunday nights. We have attended adult
education and discussion groups. | participated in Companions in Christ. We have enjoyed sharing meals
with others during Wednesday Night Connections and at the Interfaith Potlucks.

| see being a part of the church board as a next step in my service to the community.



